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THE 



PREFACE. 



THE firft and principal Defign of this Worfc 
was to explain, perhaps, the moft difficult 
Author in the Latin Tongue ; an Author, 
who wHI always be more admired in Proportion to 
his being better underftood. Such a Defign, if 
tolerably well executed, feemed to defcrve fome 
Encouragement ; but to preferve his original Spi- 
rit in a pun&uat, regular Tranflation hath been fo 
long confidered as ddperate> that it were hardly 
tnodeft to attempt it. 



Every Reader is a Critic in Proportion to his 
Abilities and his Judgment. He propofes what* 
ever he thinks difficult, and expefts an Explana- 
tion fuited to hisTaftc and Underfhnding. Thefe 
A 4 are 
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viii The PREFACE. 

are too numerous to be gratified by the prefent 
Work, which endeavours to explain thofe Paflages 
only, which are of real, acknowledged Obfcu- 
rity. ' 



In our Inquiries after Truth, it is ufelefs to know 
the Miftakes of others ; and befides the difagree- 
able Employment of tranferibing the Language of 
Critics in their very unclaflical Treatment of each 
other, a Warmth of Afleition, a Specioufnefs of 
Argument?, a Weight of Quotations, an Authority, 
of Names, and an Appearance of Probability, might 
well perplex a Reader's Judgment, or throw a Dark* 
nefs and Confufion into what was originally clear 
and open. Therefore to avoid being engaged in the 
various Conjectures and learned imputes of Com* 
mentators, the difficult Paflages of our Author are 
explained in that Senfe alone, which feemed moft 
poetical and moft natural. In fome Inftances how- 
ever, when the Senfe hath been really doubtful, the 
different Opinions are fairly (hewn, and a tacit Ap« 
peal made to the Reader to determine for himfelf, 
even againft the prefent Translator. 



While we read with Pleafure many beautiful 
Imitations of this Author in his own Language, 
and are at the fame Time obliged to confefs how 
unequal to their Original all Translations of him 
have proved, even when the whole Strength feems 
to have been employed upon fingle and favourite 
Odes, we fhall be apt to conclude that his Beau- 
ties are almoft peculiar to the Latin Tongue. But 

if 
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if we confidcr the Boldnefs and Copioufnefsof Ex- 
preffioH, the Diverfity and Harmony of Numbers 
in EnglHh, we fhall impute the Failure of his 
Tranflators to fomewhat injudicious in their De- 
fign, or carelefs in their Execution, rather than to 
any perfonal Want of their Abilities, or any 
Weakness in their Language j to the real Diffi- 
culty of the Work, not an Impoffibility of exe- 
cuting it with Succefs. 



Indeed it is hardly, to be expected that any one* 
Tranflator (hall ever be capable of following thi* 
great Poet with equal Spirit through, all his Odes. 
Many of them are varied with Irony and Satire j. 
with Delicacy and Humour ; with Eafe and Plea- 
fantry. Sope, though lefs fpirited, were written 
(when Circumftances of Time, Places, and Per- 
sons were ftrong upon him) in the firft Heat of 
Imagination, and atterwartis corrected, through » 
Length of Years, in the Coolnefe of Judgment. 
In others, he rifes in full, poetical Dignity ; fub- 
Eme in Sentiments, bold in Allufions, and pro- 
fufq of Figures-, frugal of Wools,, curious, in hi* 
Choice, and happily venturous in his Ufe of them : 
iwjre in his Di£Uon, animated in his Expreffions, 
and harmonious in his Numbers; artful in the 
Plans of bis Poems, regular in their Cooducl, and 
Happy u> their Execution. Surely the beft At- 
tempts to tr^nflate fo vafious an Author,, will re- 
quire great Indulgence^ ami any tolerable Succefa? 
may defcxye it. 
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The PREFACE. 



It would be a tedious and an ilt-natured Labour 
to point out the Faults of former Verfions of this 
Poet. Let us rather acknowledge, that there arc 
excellent Lines, in them* of which the prefent 
Tranflator hath taken as many as he could ufe 
upon his Plan, and wilhes, for the fake of the 
Public, that they could be found to exceed, aa 
hundred. 



tn the Colle&ion of Odes, ufually, called the; 
Wit'$ Horace, there are many fine, but very 
diftant Imitations of our Author, perhaps not in- 
fferiour to their Originals. If any of them were 
intended for Tranflations, the Writers, however: 
juftly eminent in other Parts of their Chara&ers* 
have indulged injudiciouily a Wantonneft of Irna- 
gination, and an AfFeflation of Wk, as oppofita 
to the natural Simplicity of their Author,, as to, 
the Genius of Lyric Poetry. 



In the firft Ages of Greece,, the Lyric Mufe 
w&s particularly appointed to celebrate the Praifes' 
of the Gods in their Feftivak, where the noblelt 
Precepts of Philbfophy were enlivened by Mufic,. 
and animated hy the Language of Poetry,, while 
Reafon governed the Raptures, which a teligious 
Enthufiaftn inspired. When we therefore conft- 
dfer its Origin vend Itiftitutiorr, we may' believe, 1 
that nothing could enter into its Compofitiofls^ 
but what was chafU and correft, awful and fub- 

lime*. 
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Erne, while it was employed in finging the Praifes 
of Gods, and immortdiung the Actions of Men; 
in fupporting the facred Truths of Religion, and 
encouraging the Pra£tice of moral Virtue. Such 
was its proper, natural Chara&er. But it foon 
loft this original Grefetnefi, and became debafed 
to crery light Defcription of Love, Dances, 
Feafts, Gallantry and Wine. In this View it 
may be compared to one of its firft Matters, who* 
defcended (according to an Expreffion of Quinc- 
tilian) in Sports and Loves, although naturally 
formed for nobler Subjeds* 



Yet this Alteration, although it leflenerf its na- 
tural Dignity, feeins to have added to that pleat- 
ing Variety, to which no other Poetry can pre- 
tend. For when the Skill and Experience of the 
Perfons, who firft cultivated the different Kind* 
of Poems, gave to each Kind thofe Numbers, 
which feemed moft proper for it ; as Lyric Poe- 
try had given Birth to all Sorts of Verfe, ft) it 
preferred to itfelf all the Meafures of which they 
are compofed, the Pentameter atone excepted* 
Thus a Variety of Subje&s is agreeably maintained' 
by a Variety of Numbers, and they have botfe 
contributed to that free, unbounded Spirit, 
which forms the peculiar Chara&er of Lyric 
Poetry. 



In this Freedom of Spirit it difdains to mark the* 

Tranlitions, which preferve a Connexion in air 

other Writings, and which naturally condufl the 

A 6 Mind 
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Mind from one Thought to another. From 
whence it muft often happen, that while a Tran- 
slator is grammatically explaining his Author, and 
'opening his Reafoning, that Genius and Manner* 
and Bofdnefs of Thinking, which are Effiefts of ai> 
Immediate, poetical Enthufiafm, fhall be diffi- 
jgaty^dahd enfeebled, 

. , It is remarkable, that this Kind of Poetry (hout<l 
he the fir A that' appeared in Rome, as it was "the 
firft known in Greece, and that it fliould be ufed 
in the fame Subjefts hy the Romans, while they 
had not yet any Correspondence with Greece and 
.her Learning. However, it continued in almoft 
its" firft* Rudenefs until the Auguftan Age, when 
Horace, improved by reading and imitating the 
Grecian Poets, carried it at opce to its Perfec- 
tion, and, in the Judgment of Quin&iliaij, is 
almoft the only Latin Lyric Poet, worthy of being 
rfad. 



If we (hould enquire into the State of Lyric 
Poetry among Englifli Writers, we (hall be ob- 
liged to confefs, that their Tafte was early vi- 
tiated, -and their Judgment unhappily mifguidcd,, 
by the too great Succefs of one Man of Wit* 
who firft gave Pindar's Name to a wild, irre- 
gular Kind of Verification, of which there is. 
not ojae Inftance in Pindar. AU his Numbers. 
are exa£r, ancj all hi? Strophes regular. But 
from the ^utfybrity °f Mr. Cowley, fupported 
liy an inconfiierabie Imitation of fome other 

eminent 
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eminent Writers, every Idler in Poetry, who 
hath not Strength or Induftry fufficicnt to con- 
fine his Rhimes and Numbers to fome con* 
ftant Form, (which can alone give them real 
Harmony), makes an Art of wandering, and 
then calls his Work a Pindaric Ode j in which* 
by the fame Juftnefs of Criticifm, his Imagi- 
nation is as wild and licentious, as his Numbers 
are loofe and irregular. 



To avoid this Fault, all the Meafures In the 
following Tranflation are conftaritly maintained 
through each Ode, except in the Carmen Secu- 
lare. But it may be ufelefs to excufe Particulars^, 
when poffibly the*who'e Poem, in itsprefent Form* 
may be condemned. Yet by Foreigners it h^» 
been called Mr. Sanadon's Mafter- piece ; and fince 
the Odes of Horace are certainly not in that Or-" 
der at prefent, in which they were written, it 
has been efteemed an uncommon Proof of his cri- 
tical Sagacity, to have reconciled in one Whole 
fo many broken Parts, that have fo lprig perplex- 
ed the beft Commentators. Yet the Reader will 
£nd forne Alterations of Mr. Sanadon's Plan, for 
which the TranAator is obliged to the learned 
and reverend Mr. Jones, who lately publilhed a 
very valuable Edition of Horace* 



Although it was impoffible to preferve our Au- 
thor's Meafures, yet the Form of his Strophes 
hath been often imitated^ and, in general, there 
will be found a greater Number of different Stan- 
zas 
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«v The PREFACE. 

zas in the, Tranflation* than in the Original. 
One Advantage there is peculiar to Englifli Stan- 
zas, that fome of them have a natural Eafe and 
Fluency; others feem formed for Humour and 
Pleafantry ; while a third Kind hath a Tone o£ 
Dignity and Solemnity proper for fublim r Sub- 
jects. Thus the Meafures and Form of the 
Stanza will often fhew the Defign and Call of 
the Ode. 



In the Tranflation it hath not only been enp- 
ieavoured to give the Poet's general Meaning* 
but to preserve that Force of Expreffion, in 
which his peculiar Happinefs confifts, and that 
Boldnefs of Epithets, for which one of his Com- 
mentators calls him Wonderful, and almoft Di- 
vine, Many Odes, efpecially in the firft Book* 
have little more than Choice of Words and Har - 
mony of Numbers to make them not unworthy 
pf their Author 5 and although thefe were really 
the moil difficult Parts of the Tranflation, yet 
they will be certainly leaft entertaining to zn. 
Englifh Reader. . In the ufual Manner of Para- 
phrafe it had not been impoffible to have givea 
them more Spirit by enlarging the Poet's Defign* 
and adding to his Thoughts -> but, however har- 
dy the Tranflator may feem by his prefent ad~ 
venturous Undertaking, this was a Prefumption 
of which he was very little capable* 



The Difficulties of Horace in his Satires an J 
Epiftles arife, in general, from his frequent 

Txani- 
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Tranflations of Lines in Grecian Writers, and 
Parodies on thofe of his Cotemparies; from 
his introducing new Chara&ers on the Scene, 
and changing the Speakers of his Dialogues; 
from his not marking his Tranfitions from 
Thought to Thought, but giving them as they 
lay in his Mind. Thefe unconnected Transitions 
are of great Life and Spirit* nor fhould a Tran- 
flator be too Coldly regular in fupplying the Con- 
nexion, fince it will be a tame Performance, that 
gives us the Senfe of Horace, if it be not given 
in his peculiar Manner. 



* As his Editors have often perplexed* the Text, 
by altering the Meafures of our Author for the 
Sake of a more muiical Cadence, fo they, who 
have imitated or tranflated him with moft Succefe 
in Englifh, feem to have forgotten, that a Care- 
leflheft of Numbers is a peculiar Part of his 
Character, which ought to be f>referved almoft 
as faithfully as his Sentiments. 



Style is Genius, and juftly numbered amongft. 
the Fountains of the Sublime. Expreffion in 
Poetry is that Colouring in Painting, which di- 
ftinguifhes a Mailer's Hand. But the Misfor- 
tune of our Tranflators is, that they have only 
one Style, and. that confequehtfy all their Authors,. 
Homer, Virgil, Horace, Ovid, are compelled 
to fpeak in tjie fame Numbers, and the fame ' 
unvaried Expreffion, The freeborn Spirit pt 

Poetry 
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Poetry is confined in twenty conftant Syllables, 
and the Senfe regularly ends with every fecond 
Line, as if the Writer had not Strength enough 
to fupport himfelf, or Courage enough to venture 
into a third. 



This unclaffical Kind of Versification woul J. 
be particularly moft unnatural in a Tranflation of 
Horace. It would make him argue in Couplets* 
and the Perfons of his Dialogues converfe almoft 
in Epigrams. The Tranflator has therefore fol- 
lowed the Senfe in one unbroken Period. He 
hath often endeavoured to imitate the profaic 
Cadence of his Author, when he could with- 
much more Eafe have made him appear like a 
modern Original. He hath run the Lines into 
each other, as he believed it the beft Manner of 
preserving that loofe, profaic Poetry, that Negli- 
gence of Numbers,, which hath ever been efteera- 
ed one of his peculiar Beauties. 



. If we confidej the poetical Spirit and numerous 
Variety of Meafures in his Odes, we may be- 
lieve this carelefs Verfification in his Satires was 
not an Effect of Neceffity, but of Judgment. 
His frequent Ufe of Proverbs and common 
Fhrafes j his different Maimer of expreffing the 
ftme Sentiments ( in bis Odes and Satires, will: 
cpnvipc^ us^ that he. reaHy thought a Satirift and. 
^'rbe^weree^trem^ly. Afferent Charafteis j.and 
that tjjs Language" of Poetry was as* unnatural to 

the 
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the Morality of Satire, as a low, familiar Style 
to the Majefty of an Epic Poem; or, as .he 
himfelf expieflTe^ it, that the Mufe of Satire walks 
on Foot, while all her Sifters (bar into the Skies. 



If this Criticifm be juft, the Difpute between 
Juvenal and Horace, with Regard to Style, may 
with Eafe be decided. In Juvenal the Vices of 
his Age are fhewn in all their natural Horrours. 
He commands his Readers in the Language of Au- 
thority, and terrifies them with Images drawn in 
die Boldnefs of a truly poetical Spirit. He ftands 
like a Prieft at an Altar facriftcing to his 
Gods ; bijt even a Prieft, in his warmeft Zeal 
of Religion, jhigbt be forgiven, if he confeffed 
fp much Humanity, as not to take Pleafure : 
in hearing the Groans, and fearching into the 
Entrails of the Viftim. 



There is a Kind of Satire of fuch Malignity* 
as too furely proceeds from a Defire of gratify- 
ing a conftitutional Cruelty of Temper.. The 
Satirift does not appear like a Magiftrate to give 
Sentence on the Vices of Mankind, but like an 
Executioner to daughter the Criminal. It was 
the Saying of a great Man, that he, who hated 
Vice, hated Mankind ; but certainly he does not 
love them as he ought, who indulges to his natu- 
ral Sagacity in a Difcernment of their Faults, and 
an ill-natured Pleaiure of expofing them to public 
View. 

Our 
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Our Author was of another Spirit ; of a natu- 
ral Chearfulnefs of Temper ;- an Eafinefs of Man*- 
ners, fafhioned by the Politenefs of Courts ; a* 
good Underftanding, improved by converfing 
with Mankind ; a quick Discernment of their 
Frailties^ but, in general,, fo happy an Art of 
corre&ing them, that he reproves without offend- 
ing, and inftru&s without an Affectation, of Su- 
periority. He preferves a Strength of Reafoning 
neceflary to perfuade, without that dogmatical Se- 
rioufnefs, which is apt to difguft or difoblige. He 
has tl^is Advantage over the rigid Satirift,. that we- 
receive him into our Bofoms, while he reafons. 
with Good-humour and corrects in the Language 
of P % iiendQiip., Nor will his Satires be lefs ufefot 
to theNprefent Age, than to that, in which they 
were written, fince he does not draw his Cha*- 
rasters from particular Perfons, but from human 
Nature itfelf, which is invariably the fame in alt 
Ages and Countries. 



As the Morals of Horace are drawn from the 
two pureft Fountains of human Wifdom, a good 
Heart, and a well- improved Underftanding, fa 
when the Reflexions of his Commentators feemed 
naturally to rife from their Author, the Tranfla- 
tor hath been careful to preferve them, and hopes 
they will not be thought lefs entertaining, than 
wfetuL Let him be permitted to hope, that the 
Notes, in general, muft he really valuable, if 

they 
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they have been chofen with Judgement in any 
Degree proportioned to the Labour of collecting 
them. Some original Notes there are, but the 
Number is not confiderable. The reft are given 
with all poffible Exa&nefs to their different Au- 
thors; but, fince Collections of this Kind are 
ufually tedious and heavy, the Geography of 
Countries, Hiftory of Perfons and Mythology of 
Gods, which every common Di&ionary can fiip- 
ply, are here omitted. 



It was efteemed a neceflary Labour to confider 
the Text with the Criticifm of a Grammarian in 
View lo the Purity of the Latin Tongue, and 
with the Care of an Editor in comparing the va- 
rious Readings of Manufcripts and Editions. 
Such a Study is very little entertaining, but it 
often clears up Difficulties, that have perplexed 
the beft Interpreters, It preferves us from autho- 
rifing unknown Words * y receiving defective Con- 
ftrudions for Elegancies, and Barbarifms for Beau- 
ties. All the Corrections in this Edition, except- 
ing fome few that are purely conjectural, are to 
be found in Manufcripts of the beft Authority, 
collated by the mod accurate Editors, particular- 
ly Doctor Bentley, and Mr. Cuningham. To 
the firft of thefe Gentlemen we are obliged, not 
only for many Remarks of an uncommon Erudi- 
tion, but for fome conjectural Emendations, 
which no Critic of a lefs daring Spirit could have 
attempted. To Mr. Cuningham we are indebted 
for many valuable Inftances of Sagacity, yet with 

aCri- 
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? Criticifm fp feyere, as if it were intended 
the? to cprreik Doctor BentJey than Horace^ 
Where they agree, we may be almoft aflured that 
there is no Ppffijbility of doubting. 



Another Care of fome Importance was to cor— 
reft the Stops, which are therefore altered in 
nuniberjefs Places; for although every Readear 
hath a Right to ppint an ancient Author as hja 
pleafes, fince the Art of Punctuation, if it may 
be fo called, is of modern Invention, yet great 
Exa&nefs is required, when it is intended for 
public Ufe. 



The Method of explaining the Oaffics by fimr- 
lar Paflages from each other hath been generally 
efteemed, if it be not ufed too frequently, or 
with an AfFe&ation of Learning. But as the 
Quotations would have in the prefent Work been 
ufelefs in their original Languages to an Englifh 
Reader, He is obliged for all die Tranflations, 
marked with the Letter D, to the Reverend Du 
Dunkia. 



While the Tranflator with Pleafure acknoa*- 
ledges much kind Afliftance given him in the 
Courfe of this Work, he thinks himfelf obliged 
particularly to mention the Friendship of this 
Gentleman. His uncommon Genius, and extern- 
five Abilities in all Parts of polite Literature do 

not 
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#ot need a Character here ; but his chearfuf and 
ready Affiftance in all cHfficirit Paffirges ; his free 
and manly Spirit of corroding ; his early giving 
the Reputation of his. Name to this almoft def- 
perave Undertaking, by owning a large Number 
of Odes' translated by Hfcii even common Gra- 
titude ought to acknowledge. But it is not a 
corttndnHFa^pinefs to have ihany Years enjoyeJ 
thfe Fftendfltfp- of art horifcft' arid a good Man. 
May no Mfctortuite eter interrupt the Conti- 
iluanfctfof : ifc 



In Juftfce to his Reputation, it ftbuld be ao 
faiowledged, that whatever Alteiatiorts in this 
Edition are made in his Parts of the Work, have 
Been' iriade without his Knowledge. They were 
haunted hi the Spirit of Affection, and Friend*. 
Ihrpl 



The gfehfefc* frtdalgeiic^ with which' this 
Work hath been received by the Public, made 
the Tranflator think himfelf obliged in Gratitude 
to correct the prefent Edition with his beft Care 
and Abilities. Yet it were unwife vcr let the 
Reader know how much Time and Labour hath 
been laid out upon it, left his Expectation fhould 
Be raifed too high, and cortfequehtly difappbinted. 
Many ate the Faults, which 'through htmtah 
Weaknefc; Or natural Self -Partiality, the Tran- 
slator may be fuppofed incapable of feeing ; aitd* 

riiaity, 
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many, very many more, which he had not 
Strength enough to correct. 



Let him not be thought fond of making Inno- 
vations in the received and eftablifhed Forms of 
Writing, although he hath been bold enough to 
print all the Words of his Tranflation, fuch as 

rnerous, temperate, powerful, at full Length* 
good Reader will pronounce them in the fame 
metrical Time, as gen'rous, temp'rate, powerful : 
Perhaps in lefs Time ; as a Da&yle is (hotter than 
a Spondee. Let us add, that a Sweetnefs of 
Sounds in reading can only be preferved by a di- 
fliraft, articulate Pronunciation of the Vowels ; 
that a Croud of Confonants and a frequent break- 
ing the Words really hurts the Eye, and that we 
have already too many unavoidable Contractions 
in our Language. Let us not multiply them un- 
neceflarily. To print this Line, 

Monftxum horrendum informe ingens cui lu- 
men ademtum 

in the Obntra&ions of Profody, would be perfeft 
Barbarifm, 



For any other Alterations in this Edition, the 
Tranflator expeds and depends on the Candour 
of his Readers ; yet he neither defires, nor hopes, 
that the Tranflation fhould be received without a 
fair and manly Correction. This was his firft 

At- 
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Attempt in any Kind of Writing; and if he 
Juth offered his Opinion on the difficult Paflages 
•of his Author with that Modefty, which is due 
to the Public, let him exped fuch Tendernefs for 
his Miftakes, as he hath {hewn to thofc of others, 
while he confefles, without Affc&ation, that he 
hath much Need of it. If he hath made no im- 
pertinent Difplay of his Learning, let him not he 
thought ignorant ; and if in the Courfe of five 
Years he hath fometimes flumbered over hit 
Work, let him not be too rudely wakened ; 



-A kind indulgent Sleep 



O'er Works of Length, allowably may creep, 
Horace : Art of Poetry, 



On Aefe Terms he chearfolly fubmits to the 
Judgement of the Public, and acknowledges, as 
a Maxim, an Obfervation of Ariftotle, That the 
Public judge better in Mufic and Poetry than 
particular rerfons, for every one remarks ibme- 
Aing, and all remark the Whole. 



THE 
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Q^Horatii Flacci 

CARMINUM 

LIBER PRIMUS. 

Carmen L ^Macenatem, 

MJE C EN AS, atavis edite regibtis, 
O & praefidium & tfulce decus meum : 
Sunf, quos curriculo pulverem Olympium 
CollegifTe juvat, metaque fervidis 
Evitata roiis, palmaque nobiiis J 

Te/rarum dominos cvehit ad Deos. 

Hunc, 

The Word Ode was not introduced into the Latin Tongue un- 
til the third or fourth Century, and was then firft ufed to fignify 
any Pieces of Lyric Poetry. The Grammarians, perceiving that 
Horace hath more than once ufed the Word Carmen to figniry this 
kind of Poetry, have not fcruplcd to place it at the Head of his 
Odes, although there be not any Probability that be defigned to 
inake it their general Title. Sanad on. 

There is nothing in this Ode, that can afcertain the Time in 
which it was written ; but it Aands as a Dedication of the Poet's 
Works to his Patron Maecenas. The principal Beauty of it con- 
fifts in the Variety of 'the Stile ; yet Mr. Sanadon thinks the fame 
Thought returns too often in almoft the fame Expreffion— J£ve£j> 
ad Deoi—Dts mijeent fuperis — Feriam fidera vertile. 

Verf. i. Mactnas.\ .Caius Cilnius Maecenas is diftinguiflied in 
the Roman Hiftory, by "being fo many Years the Favourite of Au- 
guftus j yet he is more famous by that Protection and Encourage- 
> ment, which he gave to Men of Genius and Letters. To him the 
prcfent World is in a great meafure indebted for all the Wit and 
Learning of the Augnftan Age ; and even at this day the Name of 
Maecenas is a Title not unworthy of Perfons of the nobleft Cha- 
racter, who know, like him, to animate the Spirit of Emulation 
among Writers by their Favour and Generofity, S a n . 
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Ode I. To Maecenas. 

OThou, whofi? Birth illuftrious fprings 
From fair Etruria's ancient Kings, 
Maecenas, to whafe Guardian Name 
I owe my Fortune and my Fame ; 
In Clouds th' Olympic Duft to roll, 
To turn with kindling Wheels the Goal, 
And gain the Palm, viftorious Prize ! 
Exalts a Mortal to the Skies. 

This 

His Character is thus finely drawn by Veil. Paterculus ; J7> u bi 
ra vigiliam exigeret, fane exfomms, provident atque agendi fcnns 
Smulvero aliquid ex negotio remitti poffct, otio ac mollitiis p*ne 
ukrafeeminamfiuenu When Bufinefs required his Attention he 
was perfectly fleeplefs, provident and ikilful in all its Forms. But 
as foon as he could difengage himfelf, he diflblved in Luxury and 
IdJenefs, almoft beyond the Softnefs of Women. 

The learned Reader may fee the Proofs of hisDefcent from the 
Kings of Etruria in the following Quotations. Maecenas eques £. 
trujco de fanguine Rerum. Proper.— Maecenas atavit regibus ortus 
met. MuXM,-~Qufcef>tris celebratum nomen Etrufch. Sil. Ita- 
licus, 

B * , 7. Uunc, 
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4 Q. Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. i. 
Hunc, fi mobilium turba Quiritium 
Certat tergeminis tollere honoribus ; 
Ilium, fi proprio condidit horreo 
Quidquid de Libycis vcrritur are is ; lO 

Gaudentem pa trios findcrc farculo 
Agros ; Attaiicis condicionibus 
Nunquam dimoveas, uc trabe Cypria 
Myrtoum, pavidus nauta, fecet mare. 
Lu&antem Icariib fluttibus Africum 
Mercator metuens, oiium & oppidi 
, Laud at rura iui : mox reficit rates 
Quaflas, indocilis pauperiem pati. 
Eft, qui nee veteris poculaMaffici, 

Nee 

7. Hunc, fi mobilium.'] In the fix following Lines, if we under* 
ftand three different Characters of Ambition, Avarice, and a Coun- 
try *Life, we /hall find a beautiful Variety in theSenfe of the Poet. 
On the contrary, if we make IUum agree with Gaudentem, we ihail 
not only give two Paffions to the fame Perfon, but two Paifions 
nut frequently found together : An Avarice of Hoarding, and a 
Chearfulnefs of Labour. It is hardly conceivable, that the Cove- 
toufnefs, which would collect all the Corn of Africa, can be united 
with the Moderation of Him, whofe whole Pleafure is the Culti- 
vation of his Eftate. 

Hunc Ji t Sec. reprefents a Man, whofe Ambition aims at the 
higher! Employments in the State j Ilium fi, gives us an Image of 
a rich and covetous Corn- Factor } and Gaudentem is the Picture of 
a Country- Farmer, who neither defires Riches, nor Honours, but 
is chearfully employed in the Cultivation of his Lands. 

The Poet here defer ibes the various Conditions of Life, but 
without any Intention of comparing them, or determining which 
is leally the mod eligible. It is fufficient, to the Defign of the 
Ode, to prove that Men have very different Sentiments concern- 
ing Happinefs, but when once their Choice is fixed, it were in 
vain to propoie to them a Change of the prevailing Paflion, or the 
Ufe of other Means for the Gratification of it, than what they 
have already embraced. Glarkanvs, Dacixr. 

That this is the whole Intention of the Ode will farther appear, 
if we confider it as an Imitation of Pindar, in the following beau- 
tiful PaiTage : ... 

AiV» 
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Od. i. The Odes of Horace. 

This Man, to Honours rais'd fupreme, 
By Rome's inconftant, loud Acclaim ; 
Another, if from Lybia's Plain 
He ftores his private Barn with Grain j 
A Third, who with unceafing Toil 
Plows chearful his paternal Soil ; 
White in their feveral. Wiihes bleft, 
Not all' the Wealth by Kings poffeft, 
Shall tempt, with fearful Souls, to brave 
The Terrors of the foamy Wave. 

When loud the Winds and Waters wage 
Wild War with elemental R^ge, 
The Merchant praifes the Retreat, 
The Quiet of his rural Seat ; 
Yet, Want untutor'd to fnftain, 
Soon rigs his fhatter'd Bark again. 
v No mean Delights poflefs his Soul, 
With good old Wine who crowns hit Bowl j 



Whofe 



A»XKoir&m \fJa Twac ivfpa$- 
*w« ?wwaw Ttfuw xj rtyutci' 

Tiprtrat & x} ti$ iV oTIj*' afoot 
Not So* rut &otrsi;c<w« 

The Crowns, whofe blooming Honours grace 

The Couriers in th' Olympic Race, 

Tempeftuous ruining to the Goal, 

With Rapture fill the Vigor's Soul. 

Some with luxurious Joy behold 

The reftal Bed emblaz'd with Gold, 

"While Others triumph, fafe to guide 

Their Gallies bounding through the foamy Tide. D. 

This Ode hath been differently explained according to the diffe- 
rent Genius, Learning, and Tafte of its Commentators. Let one 
Attempt more, to throw it into a new Light, be forgiven. 

B 3 Th« 
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6 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. i. 

Nee partem folido demere de die 20- 

Spemit, nunc viridi membra fub arbuto 

Sera t us, nunc ad aquae lene caput facr*. 

Mulcos caflra juvant, & lituo tub* 

Permiftus fonitus, bellaque matribus 

Deteftata. Manet fub Jove frigido 3£ 

Venator, tenerae conjugis imnrcmor * 

Seu vifa eft catulis cerva ridel 1 bus, 

Seu rupit teretes Marfus aper plagas. 

Te do&arum ederas prasmia frontium 

Dis mifcent fuperis ; me gelidum nernus, 50 

Nympharumque leves cum Satyris chori 

Sccernunt populo * fi neque tibias 

Euterpe 

The Poet hath fet the Characters of it in fo ftrctog • Ctminft e» 
as that each of them gives and receives a Force add Colouring firodl 
the other. Fame and Ambition j Sunt quos curricula — Huncjimo- 
bil'ium. An infatiable Defire of Riches, and Contentment with a 
moderate Fortune ; Ilium ji proprio~~Gaud<rrtam patriot* Induftxy 
and Laxury j Lutfantem Icariis--Eft qui nee veteris. War and 
Hunting J Mult a caflra juvant"— Manet fub Jove frigido. And 
laftly, a Reputation acquired by Learning and a poetical Tafle, is 
fet in oppofnion to a Reputation hoped for from- Soccef* ia Lyric • 
Poetry alone. Te doElarum eder*—Me gehdum nemus. Ia the Be- 
ginning of the Ode he compliments his Patron on the Dignity of 
his Births and in the laft Lines on his general Learning, and his 
particular Judgment in that Kind of Poetry, in which he himfelf 
would with to excel. 

20. Nee partem.] The folid Day was an entire Day of twelve 

- Hours. The Romans feidorn eat, (at leaft they had no tegular 

f Meal) until Evening, and the Voluptuary is here {aid to take a- 

way from the folid Day (perhaps from the Bufinefe and Sobriety of 

it ; ) by beginning his Feafts before Sun- fet. Cauojnus. 

25. Sub Jwe frigido.] In the Language of Poetry, among the 
( Greeks and Romans, Jupiter often fignifies the Air, and the Tran- 
slator hath here ventured the Expreffion in Englirh. 

29. Te do&aturn.] We are obliged for this Correction toRut- 
gerfius. It feems neceflary, even in the Conduct of the Ode, that 
Horace, after having marked the prevailing Inclinations of Man- 
kind in general, mould particularly mention the peculiar paffionof 
Maecenas, before he fpeaks of his own. fn the common Reading, 
fire* th£ Poet fays, the crown of ivy raiies him to converfe with 

Gods x 



Od. i. The Odes of Horace. « 

Whofe early Revels are begun, 

Ere half the Courfe of Day be run, 

Now, by fome facred Fountain laid, 

Now, ilretch'd beneath fome bowering Shade. 

Others in tented Fields rejoice, 
The Trumpet Sound, the Clarion- Voice : 
With Jo>y the Sounds of War they hear, 
Of War, which tender Mother* fear. 

The Sportfman, chill'd by midnight Jove, 
Forgets his tender, wedded Love, * 

Whether his faithful Hounds purfue, 
And hold the bounding Hind in View ; 
Whether the Boar, fierce- foaming, foils 
The Chace, and breaks the fpreading Toils. 
An Ivy-wreath, fair Learning's Prize, 

Raifes Maecenas to the Skies, 

Be mine, amid the breezy Grove, 

In facred Solitude to rove ; 

To fee the Nymphs and Satyrs bound, 

Light-dancing, through the mazy Round, 

While all the tuneful Sifters join 

Their various Harmony divine. But 

Gods, Dh mifcent fuperis, yet in the laft Lines he wiftes for the 
Judgment and Approbation of Maecenas to raife him to Heaven. 
The Correction is not lefs probable than it is neccflary, fince tha 
firft Letter of the Line does not appear in fome Manuftripts. The 
copyifts probably wrote many Lines without the firft Letters, in- 
tending afterwards to blazon them, and fome umes, as peihaps in 
this Inftance they forgot them entirely. 

31. Satyr i s cbori.~\ The Satyrs are always reprefented dancing.\ 
They were mere Creatures of the Imagination, and although ex- 
tremely deformed, are always found in the moft amiable, poetical 
Societies, perhaps, to mew us how efiential a ftrong Imagination 
is to form theCharacler of a Poet. The Ancients were peifuaded, 
that they had a profound, univerfal Knowledge, and that even 
their Sports and Jelts had fomething myfterious in them. Dac. 

32. Sccernunt populo.] That eafy Solitude, which Poetry and 
B 4, the 
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t Q^ Horatii Flacci Cahminum Lib- X- 

Euterpe cohibet, nee Polyhymnia 

Leffcoum refugit tendere barbhon. 

Qu64.fi me lyricis vatibus infere*, 3 5 

Sublimi fcriam fidera vertice* 

Ca r- 

the Mufes love, far from the Bofinefs and Impertinence of tfie 
Croud. 

35. %W/.] ThisConclufion is wrought with a very bold, yet 
delicate Flattery. The Poet, feparated from the Vulgar by the 
Favour of the Mufes $ equalled to the great Alcaeus 5 introduced 
into the facred Groves, and admitted to the AJfcmbUes of the m- 

wml 
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lOd. # . The Odes of Horace. 9 

I Bat if Yoa rank me with the Choir, 
f Who tun'd with Art the Grecian Lyre, 

Swift to the nobleft Heights of Fame, 

Shall rife thy Poet's dcathlefs Name. 

nl Gods and GoddefTes, yet afpires to f< mething more elevated. 
He Aiil wiihes for the Judgment of Maecenas to rank him with the 
Grecian Lyric Poets, and to fix the Seal of Immortality to nil 
Glory. And although Poets are ufually thought Flatterers by Pro* 
ftlion, yet here the Flattery is much foftned by the Character, 
which Maecenas had in the learned World, by his Writings both 
in Vcrfe and Profe. Saw, 
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Carmen IL. ii Augustum^ 

J A M fatis terris nivis, atque dirze 
Grandinis mifit Pater, 8c rubentc 
Dexxera facras jaculatu* areas 

Terruit urbcm ; 
Terruit gerues, grave ne redirct 5 

fraeculum Pyrrhae, nova monftra queftar: 
Omne quum Proteus pecus egit altos 
Vifere montes ; 

All our cider Commentators agree, that this Ode was writtei* 
in Compliment to Auguftus, upon the Prodigies, which appeared 
immediately after the Death of Julius Caefarv But they did not 
confider, that Horace was then at Athens, and that he afterwards 
engaged himfelf in the Party of Brutu*, inwhofeCamp, it is very 
littJe probable he mould addrefs the Gods for the Prefervation of 
Oftavius, and for Vengeance upon the Perfons, who- killed the 
Dictator. 

Senile of thefe and other Difficulties,. Mr. Dacier would per- 
fuade us, that Horace wrote this Ode fifteen Years after the Dicta- 
tor's Death; that he formed it m manner of a Prophecy, as it is 
eafy to write in the prophetic Spirit upon paft Actions 5 and that he 
placed it thus early in his Works, to insinuate to Auguftus, that 
it was really written at the Time when Cxfar was put to death. 
Thus He might endeavour to convince that Prince, how foon he 
acknowledged the Juftice of his Caufe, and efface any dangerous 
Impreflions, which might yet remain upon his Mind, from a Re- 
membrance, that he had been once engaged in the Republican 
Party. 

This Conjecture muft fuppofe fuch Weakncfs in Auguftus, in be- 
ing fo eafily deceived, and Aich Meannefs in Horace, in attempt- 
ing Co low an Artifice, that it is equally injurious to the Prince, as 
to the Poet, who had the Honour of living with this Matter of the 
World in a Familiarity, which was clear from all little Jealoufies 
and Sufpicions. 

As this conjectural Criticifm lies open tonumberlefs Objections, 
we are obliged to Mr. Sanadon for a Piece of Hiftory, which very 
happily explains many particular Paffages in the Ode, irreconciJe- 

ablo 
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Ode II. f« Augustus. . 

ENough of Snow, and Hail, th' immortal Sire 
Hath pour'd tempeftuous; whillt his Thunders dire, 
Wuh red right Arm at his own Temples hurl'd, 
With Fear and Horrour (hook the guilty World, 
Left Pyrrha's Age return, with plaintive Cries 
Who faw the Deep with new-born Wondtrs rif* ; 
When to the Mountain-Summit Proteus drove 
His Sea-born Herd, and where the Wood -land Dove 

Late 

able by any other Scheme, and more naturally accounts for, the* De- 
6gn and Intention cf the whole. 

Cclavius received the Surname of Auguftus the 17th of January, 
in the Year of Rome 727, and the Night followir g happen. d a,i 
uncommon Inundation of the Tiber. Q<um Augvjli agnomen ac- 
cepijftt ed ipjd no&e Tibtrit txundani it a omnia quae if: piano j ace- 
rent Rem* /oca rcplcvit> ut novigabiln fjf'ct. Dj on. . He had , fome 
Time-before, made an Offer of resigning the Government to the 
Senate, and told them, in his Speech on that occafion, that he ne- 
ver intended to hold the fovereign Authority, nor had received it 
with any other View, than to revenge the Murder of Cariar, and 
to deliver Rome from the continual Calamities to which it was 
expofed : Re ipjd perjpicitis y me ab initio ncquaquam potent jam ali- 
quant aninto frropofitam babuijje j Jed hoc t/rre cupivijje^ ut pa: tit 
met mijere inrerferii ardent ulajcerer , Urbemque magms CSf n>n:ir.tn- 
tibut malts Itberarern, Dion. 1. 53. Thefe two Events gave Rife to 
this Ode, in which the Poet intends nothing lefs than' to engage 
Augoftus to rejjgp the fovereign Power, and at the fame time pays 
no mean Compliment to his Patron Maecenas, by whofc Advice he 
held it. San. 

Verf. 1. yamjatis.'] Thefe four Strophes are wrought with a 
great deal of natural Terrour, and although Dion dcth not rr.en- 
t4on the Circumftances of Hail and Snow in his AccouLt of the 
Inundation, yet are they are not improbable, at leaf! the) are very 
poetical Ornaments of it. San. 

a. Rubeute dexttidJ] Horace alludes to a fuperftitious Opinion 
of the Ancients', who believed that Thunders, which portended 
any Revolution in a State, were more enflamed than any other, as 
they fancied that the Lightnings of Jupiter were red and fiery j 
thofe of the other Gods pale and dark, Cr uo^. 
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ti Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. r_ 

Pi lei am & fumma genus hxfit ulmo, 

Noia quae fedes fuerat palumbi*, 10 

Et fupeije&o pavidse natarunt 

^L quo re damse. 
Vidimus flavum Tiberim, retortis 
Lit tore Etrufco violenter undis, 
Ire dejeflum monumenta regis, i§ 

Tcm plaque Veflae ; 
Ilbe duin fe nimium querent! 
Ji6l.it uliorem, vagui & fmiflra , 
Labiiur ripa, Jove non probante, tt- 

xonus amnis; 2Q 

Audiet cives aci i Je ferrum, 
Quo graves Feriae mcliib perirent: 
Audiet pugnas, vitio paienium 

Rara juventi*. 

3 Audiet 

tj. Retortis /it tore Etrttfco.'] The Tiber difebarge? itfelf into 
the Tofcan fea, which being fwollen by Tempefts and a prodi- 
gious Fall of Snow and Hail, (the Wind at the fame time blowing 
up the Channel) made the River flow backward, retorquere, againft 
its natural Courfe. The Littus Etrufcum means the Shores of the 
Tufcan Sea, into which the Tiber ihould regularly flow, and from? 
whence it turned upward to its Fountain -Head. Cruqj, San. 

j j. -ft*.] Ilia was Mother of Romulus by Mars, and being bu- 
ried on the Banks of the Anio, her Aihes were carried away into- 
the Tiber, from whence the Poets feigned, that (he was married- 
to that River. Ancient Commentator. 

, Nimium querentW] Augustus had told the Senate, that he ac- 
cepted the tovereign Power only to revenge the Muider of Caefar j- 
hut the Tiber, fays the Poet, feemed willing to continue that Ven- 
geance, nor thought he could accomplift it, but by the total De- 
frru&ion of Rome. This he attempted in Compliance with hi* 
"Wife's Refentments ; but as there was an equal Excefs in his Uw>- 
ripufnefe, and in her Complaints, Jupiter equally difapproves o£ 
them, nor will fuffer him to partake of that Glory, which he re- 
sferved for Auguftusin revenging the Death of Caefar. San. 

iS. Sinijira ripd.~\ Rome was fituated on the left Side of the* 
Tiber, and as that Shore was lower than the Tufcan, it was more- 
CKDtied t« 4A Inundatios,. Sa n . 
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Od. 2. The Odes of Horace. t} 

Late pereh*d, his wonted Seat, the fcaly Brood 
EntangPd hung upon 'the topmoft Wood, 
And every timorous Native of the Plain 
High floating fwam amid the boundlefs Main. 

We faw, puftTd backward to his native Source, 
The yellow Tiber roll his rapid Courfe, 
With impious Ruin tbreatning Velta's Fane, 
And the great Monuments of Noma's Reign ; 
With Grief and Rage while Ilia's Bofom glows, 
Boaitful, for her Revenge, his Waters rofe, 
Sut now, th' uxorious River glides away, 
So Jove commands, fmooth -winding to the Sea : 
And yet, lefs numerous by their Parents* Crimes, 
Our Sons (hill hear, fhall hear to latcfl Times, 
Q£. Roman Arms with civil Gore embru'd, 
Which better had the Perfian Foe fubJu'd. 

Ode 



19. Labitur.] After the Poet hath painted the Tiber in all the 
Terrours and Rapidity of an Inundation, he makes ufe of a Word* 
which exprelfes a fmooth and imperceptible Motion. By this Op- 
pofition, and by the Feeblenefs of the Words Vagus and Labitur r 
he would infinuate how weak the Efforts even of a God muffc 
prove, when he attempts to rob Auguftua of that Glory, which 
Jupiter had referved for him, in appointing him to be the fole A- 
venger of Qefar. San. 

21. Auditt ewes."] Some Commentators have ftruck out thii 
Strophe, as a kind of irregular, poetical Rapture, and others have 
laboured (although very unfuccefsfully) to find its Connexion with 
the reft of the Ode. 

The Poet tells us, that the Death of Caefar is fully revenged j 
that Jupiter is Satisfied 5 that he will not permit the Tiber to 
commit any other Mifchiefs j but that (till the Commonwealth 
lies in Ruins, and requires fome great Reftorer. Thus he would 
nfinuate, that Auguftus ought not to refign the fovereign Autho- 
rity, until the Republic had recovered from the Miferies of the 
civil War, and paiticularly until he had rcftored the Number of her 
Citizens, which was greatly LflTened by a War of thirty Years.. 
This he afterwards did by many Laws, particularly the Julian Law 
fox the Encouragement of Matrimony. San* 
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§4 Q^Horath Flacci Carminum Lib. r. 
Quern vocet Divum populus mentis 2.5 

Imperi rebus ? prcce qua fatigent 
Virgines fantlae minus audientem 

Carolina Veltam f 
Cui dabit partes fcelus expiandi 

Jupiter r* tandem venias, precamur,. '30* 

Nube candentes humeros amidlus, 

Augur Apollo : 
Sive tu mavi.% Erycina ridens, 
Quam locus circtunvolat, & Cupido : 
Sive negledlum genus, & nepor.es 35, 

Refpicis au&or, 

Heu ! 

22. Graves Perfa?."] The Romans had always the ftrongeft Re- 
fer tments of the Defeat of Ciaflus and Antony by the Parthians, 
who are therefore mentioned here with this Epithet of Terrour. 

TORRENTIUS 

25. Ruentis imperi."] This relates to the Remarks on the 21ft 

Line. The Empire is in a ruinous Condition, and requires fome 

great Supporter. San. 

27. Minus audientem.] Julius Caefor was not only Pontifex Ma - 

aimus, but particularly the Prieft of Vefta, when he was killed*, 

. Meus illefuit, meus Me facerdos y 

Sacrilega telis me petiere manus, 

Ovid. 3. Faft. 
Caefar was mine, my facred Prieft was He, 
Through him yourimpious Weapons wounded me. D*. 

The more therefore that Vefta interefted herfelf in revenging the 
Death of Ca^far, the more ought She to be angry with the Ro- 
mans, if they permitted Auguftus (the great Avenger of that 
Death) to refignhis Government of the Republic. San,. 

29. Cui dabit partes.] This is a new Reafon, which ought to 
engage Auguftus to retain the fupreme Power, as if he alone were 
capable of appealing the Wrath of Jupiter for t^e impious Murder 
of Caefar, which is ftrongly exprefled by the Word fcelus, San. 
31. Nube candtntes.l The Gods, when they were pleafed toma- 
nileft themfelves to Mortals, were always, in poetical Imagery,, 
eloihed w.'th Clouds ; but the Defcriptiofl is here of peculiar Beau- 
ty, where the Poet intreats the God of Light to hide the exceffive 
Splendours of his Prefence j and he ia introduced by a Flattery very 
pleafing to Auguftus, who was willing to be thought his Son, which 
Jus Mother Attia very constantly affirmed* 

There 
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Whom of her Guardian Gods, what pitying Power,. 
To raifc her finking State (hall Rome implore ? 
Shall her own hallo wM Virgin** earnefl Prayer 
Harmonious charm offended Vcfi&'s Ear ? 
To whom (hall Jove affign to purge away 
The guilty Deed ? Appear thou God of D*y, 
But gracious veil thy Should er r s beamy -bright*. 
Oh f veil in Clouds ih* unfufferable Light: 
Or may we rather thy Protection claim* 
Sicilian Venus, Laughter-loving Dame, 
Round whom gay Jocus, and the God of Love, 
Wave the light Wing, and hovering playful rove r^ 

Or whom the polHh' d Helm,, the Noife of Arms,. 
And the ftern Soldier's Frown with Tranfport warms, 

Late 

There are fome antient Medals and Statues, wrrich mew a kind 
of floating Vtftment thrown over the Shoulders of this God. Pub- 
litis Syrus, defcribing a fine filken Robe, boldly calls it, a woven 
Wind, text Hem vetttum, and a linen cloud, nebulam lincam* 

Our Poet hath here literally translated an Expreflkm of Homer, 
ifl his DefcriptfoB of this God, w4>sX*»c urni/aavac atjj&e* 

33. Erycina.\ The Poet addretfeth himfeif to Venus, becaufe- 
flle was Nfother of .Aneas, from whoin Caefar was defcended \ yet 
there is a particular Delicacy in. calling her Erycina,. becaufc -/Eneas 
hnd brought a Statue of that Goddefs from Sicily to Italy, She had 
a Number of Women consecrated to her in her Temple upon Mount 
Eryx in Sicily, who enriched her Treafury by public Proftitution. 

San, 
36-. RefpUis.] When the Gods turned their Eyes towards their 
Worffiippers, itwa*a Sign of their Favour and Protection, as the 
centraryv of their Anger and Difpleafure. Thus Mercury was 
called Malevolus, or Malign, becaufe two Statues, which were 
erected to him in the Merchants Street at Rome, were placed in 
foch a manner, as that they did not look towards- any of the 
Shops. Cru<^. Dac. 

JhtSftr."] Romulus, the Founder of the Roman Empire, waa 
trw Son 0/ Mars, from whence the God is here called AuBor. 
Thefe two Pictures of Mars and Venus are perfectly beautiful, if 
we view them feparately ; yet their Beauties will appear more 
frrongly, when they are let in Oppofitioa to each other. Saw, 
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Heu ! nimis longo fatiate ludo, 
Quern juvat clamor, galeaeque leves, 
Acer & Marfi peditis omentum 

Vultus in hoftem : > 4° 

Sivc mutata juvenem figuri, 
Ales in terris imicaris, alma; 
Filius Maise, pattern vocari 

Caefarss ulcor. 
Serus in cctlum redeas, diuque 45 

Lsetas interfis populo Quirini ; 
Neve te noftris vitns iniquum 

Ocyor aura 
Tollat. Hie magnos potias triumphos, 
Hie ames dici pater, atque princeps ; 50 

Net* fin as Medos equitare inultos, 

Te duce, Caefar. 

Carmen 

) 37. Ludo.] The civil Wars Between Caefar and Pompey are 

/ called in another Ode, The Sport of Fortune, Ludum Fort una. 

1 Lycophron improving upon this Image of Horace, defcribes Mars, 
cruentis pafium prteliis. Carnage and Blood are the Diverfion and 

1 Food of the God of War. San, 

39. Marfi peditis.'] The ufual Reading has been Mauri, bat 
the Africans were never remarkable for their Courage. On 
the contrary, the Marfi were the be ft Infantry in the Roman Ar- 
mies. From whence came the Proverb, Neque de Marfis, nefue 
fine Marfis triumphum agi pojfe. We can neither triumph over 
the Marfi, nor without them. Le Fevrz, Bentle v, Sam, 
41. Juvenem."] Salluft calls Julius Caefar, Adolejcentulus, when 
he was thirty- fix Years old 5 the fame Age in which Horace here 
calls Auguftus Juvenem. In a Medal of the Emperor Commodus, 
he is filled Juvenis at the Age of thirty -five j, and Varro divides^ 
the Age of Man in almoft the fame manner. Puer to fifteen,^" 
Jolefcem to thirty, and Juvenis to five-and- forty. He tells us, 
this laft Word is derived from Jwvare, as if this Age were capable 
©f rendering the moft considerable Services to the Republic. San. 
As the Word Youth has a very different Acceptation, the 
Translator was obliged to change it for a Phrafe, which may pet* 
haps, better exprefs the Age of A*guftua,.and the Seafe of Horace* 

44. Qtfttu 

— 
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Parent of Rome, amid the Rage of Fight 
Sated with Scenes of Blood, thy fierce Delight I 
Hither at length thine Afpecl gracious bend, 
And, powerful, thy neglected Race defend : 
Or Thou, fair Maia's winged Son, appear, 
And mortal Shape, in Prime of Manhood, wear ; 
Declar'd the Guardian of th' imperial State, 
Divine Avenger of great Caefar's Fate : 
Oh ! late return to Heav'n, and may thy Reign 
With lengthen'd Bleflings fill thy wide Demaine 1 
Nor let thy People's Crimes provoke thy Flight, 
On Air fwift-rifwg to the Realms of Light. 
Great Prince and Father of the State, receive 
The nobleft Triumphs, which thy Rome can give j 
Nor let the Parthian, with unpunifh'd Pride, 
Beyond his Bounds, O Caefar, dare to ride. 

Odi 

44. Ofaris ultor.] Thit rifes very naturally from the Speech 
ef Auguftus to the Senate } befides, he loved to be called the Re- 
venger of Catfar. San. 

45. Strut in ccehtm redeau] This Expreflion is tender and so* 
We. It is tmrtfcuJafl&fcappy, fincc it may be equally applied to 
Mercury, who was to return to Heaven, as to his native Country, 
and to Auguftus, who being a Descendant of Venus, might be 
foppofed^o have come from Heaven. Dac* 

49. Magnot triumphs.'] Auguftus, in the Month of Auguft 
725, had triumphed three Days. The firft for the Defeat of the 
Pannonians and Dalmatii } the fecond for the Battle of Allium { 
the laft for the Reduftion of Egypt. D a c . 

50. Pater.] Some Medals of Auguftus call him Pater > and fome 
Pater Path*, and probably thefe were very different Titles. Per- 
haps Pater alone , might fignify Pater Imperii Romani, or Pater 
Or bis y as Ovid calls Auguftus. ^ San. 

Priticefs.] Ten Days before O&avius obtained .the Surname of 
Auguftus, the Senate had given him the Title of Prince, and with 
it the Government of the Republic for ten Years. Many before 
Him had been called Princes of the Senate, but no Perfon had 
ever been ft) led Prince, as if he alone were Prince of the Republic 
and the Roman People j or, as Pliny expreficth it, Princeps Ter- 
rarum% San. 

51. Medou 
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51. MeJu.'] The Parthians are called Mcdes and Persians, as 
thefe three Monarchiet were united. The Poet mentions them *»' 
fecond time, not only to animate Auguftus to refenge the Death of 
Cratfus, but alfo as a Reafon to engage him to hold the Govern- ■■ 
ment of the Republic, which fuiBciently appears to be the Defign 
of the Ode. Cau*. Sajt. 

The Art,with which the laft Strophes of this Ode are wrought, 
it very remarkable. When the Poet hath introduced Mercury un- 
der the Character of AuguAus, he has made it fo difficult to dr* 

ftiaguilk 



Carmen III. Ad navem qua Virgilius 

VEHEBATUR AtHRNAS PROFICrsCENS. 

SI C te Dfaa potens Cypri, 
Sic frarres Helen*, ludcTa fldera, 
Ventorumque regat pater, 
Obftwc"U*ali», prate* Iapj?ga> 

Navfr 



We may look upon this Ode a* the laft Farewe* of Horace 60) 
Virgil, when that Poet went to flnift his J&ntii at Athens, Th* 
firft eight Lines ate extremely foft and tender. From thenee tfa« 
Poet, infpired by his Affe&ion for his Friend, ftartsr away, with 4 
truly Pindaric Spirit,, to a DefcriptioA of aU theTernours and Dan- 
gers of the Otean, as if he were alarmed at Sight of the Veflel ia 
which he fancies Virgil wasexpofed to all the Hazards of the Deept 
He detefts Navigation ; He thinks it a Violation of the Laws of 
Nature 5 an impious Defiance of the Will and Power of the Gods. 
In the Remainder of the Ode, with a noble moral Spirit, He con* 
dermis in general the daring Impiety of Mankind, as if he faw it 
jrife from the fame Principle, which infpired their firft Attempts 
upon the Ocean. Thus we fee how regular and ftrongly connected 
were the ancient Pindaric Poems. 

Virgil went to Athens in the Year of Rome 735, which fixes 
the Date of this Ode. Lk Fev. San. 

1. Sic te.] It was cuftomary among the Poets, when they aiked 

a Favour, to add their bed Wifhes for a Blefling on the Perfon, 

4 whofe 
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ftinguUh them, that all the Flattery and Adoration are equally tf 
plied to the Prince, as to the God, until he openly names Csefa r 
in the laft Line. He has chofen Mercury to reprefent Auguftus, as 
that God was, by his whole Chaca&cr, a Lover of Mankind, and 
willingly employed on all MefTages to them of Mercy and Benefi- 
cence. Nor does he left referable Auguftus in the Arts of Perfua- 
fion, by which that Prince had reconciled all the various Faction* 
of Rome, and equally endeared him&lf to all Parties* Suferit dt- 
$nm gratut & /«/'*. 



Ode III. To the Shjp in which Virgil 

8AILED TO ATHENS. 

SO may the Cyprian Quctn divwey 
And the Twin-Sows with fevmg Loflre fiufle ; 
So may the Father of the Wind 
All but the Weftern Gales propitious bind, 

M 



whofo FritntUhlp the? fotfctedv The Poet, in the Langotft of 

Poetry, here addreffes his Vowe to theVefleJ, and wishes her an 
**WJ Vo9*&, as if mo Wert fenable of his* Afleftioo. 

La>ms)ii^08. Saw* 
Bi-omtuttm GyfriJ] Vera* was invoked by Mariners, nor only 
beeaufe inefprung fiom the Ocean, but beeaufe her Scar was ufefbl 
to Navigation. Ca u ^ 

2. Luadajidira.'] Lttddahete &%m&tsfalutaria^ for Light, a- 
mong the Greeks and Latins, it frequently taken for Safety. Dac. 
3* Vtnfrmn pater .] The Winds appear in the Mythology as a 
Jtsndof Jktle winged Genii, mutinous and unquiet, who take Plea- 
sure in difturbing the Univerfe, They firft opened a Paftage for the 
Seas into the Middle of the Earth ; they divided a Number of 
Iflandsfrom the Continent, and caufed a thoufaod other Ravages in 
Nature, To prevent thefe Diforders for the future, they were 
confined, and had a King appointed to govern them, who had ever 
afterwards a large Share in all poetical Adventures*, either by railing 
or calming the Ocean. Even the Queen of the Gods did not dif- 
dain to implore his Affiftance, and we may fay, that this Mo- 
narch 
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Navis, quae tibi creditum ~ 

Dcbes Virgilium ; finibus Atticis 
Redd as in col u mem, precor, 

Et fcrves animae dimidium me*. 
Illi robur & acs triplex 

Circa pectus erat, qui fragilem truci I© 

Commifit pelago ratem 

Primus, nee timuit prase ipi tern Africum 
Decertantem Aquitonibus, 

Nee trifles Hyadas, nee rabiem Noti j 
Quo non arbiter Adrise i * 

Major, tollere, feu ponere vult freta. 
Quern mortis timuit gradual, 

Qui fixis oculis monilra natantia, 
Qui vidit mare turgidum, k 

Infames fcopulos Acroceraitnia ? 20 

Ne- 

aarch had the Honour of opening the great Action of the JEneid. 

San. 

7. Reddas ittcolumem.] Virgil is here considered as a Pledge in- 
trufted to the Ship, and there is an eafy, beautiful Exaclnefi in the 
Terms creditum, debet > reddat, incolumem. 

9. Rohur.l The Poet here pafies to the fecond Part of the Ode, 
and his Transition is ftrongly marked by the Difference of his Style, 
which becomes more bold and elevated, as the Cadences are more 
fonerous and magnificent. ^ Sa n. 

1 a. Primus.'] It is an idle Curiofity to inquire, who was the firft 
Sailor, fince it is very probable, Navigation was known in the 
earlieft Ages of the World. Jafon has been thought the Inventor 
of it, becaufe before his Time the Greeks and Phoenicians failed 
in round Ships. He built the Argo, which, in the Phoenician 
Language, fignifies a long Veffel. ■ Dac. 

The Jearned Editor of Virgil's Georgics believes, that an Alder- 
Tree, grown hollow with Age, and falling into the River on which 
it was planted (for this Tree delights in a moift Soil, and Banks 
•f Rivers) gave the firft Hint towards Navigation. 

Irunc alnos primum Jlwv'ti fenfere cantatas. Georg.Lib. I. 

14. Hyadas.] Are a Conftellation, in the Head of the Bull, 
whofe Rifing and Setting is frequently attended by Rain, frcna 
whence the Poet calls them Trifles, 
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As you, dear Veffel, fafe rejftore 
Th' intruded Pledge to the Athenian Shore, 

And of my Soul the Partner fave, 
My much-lov'd Virgil from the raging Wave. . 

Or Oak, or Brafa with triple Foid 
That hardy Mortal's daring Bread enroll' d, 

Who firft, to the wild Ocean's Rage, 
Launch'd the frail Bark, and heard the Winds engage 

Tempeftuous, when the South defcends 
Precipitate, and with the North contends ; 

Nor fear'd the Scars portending Rain, 
Nor the loud Tyrant of the Weftern Main, 

Of Power fupreme the Storm to raifc, 
Or calmer fmooth the Surface of the Seas. 

What various Forms of Death could fright 
The Man, who view'd with nVd, unfhaken Sight, 

The floating Monfters, Waves enflam'd. 
And Rocks, for fhipwreck'd Fleets, illfamM? 

Jove 

15. Sfuo non arbiter Adria.] The Adriatic is here put for the 
Ocean in general, fince that Sea lies open, not to the South- Weft 
Wind, but to the Eaft-South-Eaft, called by the Latins Vultumuu 

Toaa. 
18. Fixis $eu/isJ] This feems to have been the Reading of the 
great Dry den, when he tranflated it with ftedf aft Sight, Do&or 
Bentley hath fufficiently expofed the ufual Reading /tea's cculii \ 
Mr. Cunningham propofed the Correction, and Mr. Sanadon has 
received it into his Edition. 

A learned Editor of Horace, the Reverend Mr. Jones, hath cho- 
fen the common Reading, Jiccis oculit } and happily fupports it by 
a Paflagcin Milton : 

S gbt fo deform, what Heart of Rock could long 
Dry-eyed behold ? 

20. Acroceraunia.] The Poet, with a very delicate Flattery, calls 
thefe Rocks Infamous > becaufe Auguftus very narrowly efcaped be- 
ing ihip wrecked on them, when he returned from the Battle of 
Aftium. Refetit Italian* temfeftatt tn trajefiu Sis confti Status : 
frimo inter promontoria Peloponrtefi atque jEtolia?: rurfus circa 
mwaet Cerauniot—navis 'in qua vebebatur, fufis armamentis & gu- 
btrnaculo diffrago.— Sucton. in Vita Augufti. 1 
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Nequicqnam Deus abfcidit 

Prudens Oceano duTociabili 
Terras, fi tamen impise 

Non tangenda rates tranfiliunt vada. 
Audax omnia perpeti * *5 

Gens humana ruit per vetitum & nefas. 
Audax Iapeti genus 

Ignem fraude mala gentibus intulit. 
Poll ignem aetherea domo '_ 

Subductum, macies, & nova febrium 3^ 

Terris incubuit cohors, 

Semoticjue prius tarda neceflltas 
Lethi corripuit gradum. 

Expertus vacuum Daedalus .aera 
Pennis non homini datis. 35 

Perrupit Acheron ta HercuUus labor. 
Nil mortalibus arduum eft. 

Coelum ipfum petimus ftultitia ; neque 
Per noftrum patimur fcelus 

Iracunda Jovem ponere fulmina. 4° 

Carmen 

*2. Dijfociabili.'] Rude, unfociabk, unfit for Commerce or the 
Life of Man. In vain has God divided the Realms of Earth, by 
this untraceable Element, if, &c .— Livy has ufed injocitbiUs in 
almoft the fame Senfe. Sa n. 

25. Audax.] Here the third Part of the Ode begins, and rifes 
naturally from the fecond, as accounting for the Boldnefs and Im- 
piety of Navigation by the Daring of Mankind in general. San. 

2,6. Vetitum &f nefas."] Hamelius and Mr. Sanation have added 
the Conjunction £r upon Authority of an antient Manufcript. 
They, who read vetitum nefas, give a cold and ufelefs Epithet to ne- 
fas, fince all Wickednefs is forbidden. The Poet divides into two 
Claffes all Sorts of Crimes j thofe forbidden by human Laws, ve- 
titum, and thofe by the Laws of Nature, nefas, 

a8. Fraude ma/a.] The Romans ufed the Expreffions dolus ba- 
ms, and malus ; Fraus bona and mala, efpecially when ufed againft 
an Enemy, or a Robber, Yet perhaps unhappy Fraud may fuffid- 

ently 
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Jov-e has the Realms of Earth in vain 
Divided by th' inhabitable Main, 

If Ships profane, wi*fa fearlefs Pride, 
Bound o 'er th* inviolable Tide. 

No Laws, or human or divire, 
Can the prefumptuous Race of Man confine. 

Thus from the Sun's ethereal Beam 
When bold Prometheus dole th' enlivening Flame, 

Of Fevers dire a ghaftly Brood, 
Till then unknown, th' unhappy Fraud purfued $ 

On Earth their Honours baleful fpread, 
And the pale Monarch of the Dead, 

'Till then flow- moving to his Prey, 
Precipitately rapid fwept his Way. 

Thus did the venturous Cretan dare 
To tempt, with impious Wings, the Void of Air ; 

Through Hell Alcides urg'd his Courfe ; 
No Work too high for Man's audacious Force. 

Our Folly would attempt the Skies, 
And with gigantic Boldnefs impious rife ; 
Nor Jove, provok'd by mortal Pride, 
.Can lay his angry Thunderbolts afide. 

Ode 

ently expcefa the Senie of the Poet. A Fraud, which in its Confe- 
rences fhall prove ruinous and deftru&ive. Thus Hefiod makes 
Jupiter fay to Prometheus, You feem very happy in having fioUn 
this Fire from Heaven, hut this Theft frail prove fatal to You and to 
your Pofterity. 

32. Semotique prius.'] Mr. Dacier obferves, that the Poet feems 
to have made the Motion of Death more flow in this Line, that 
he might give him Swiftnefs and Rapidity in the next 5 a Beauty 
which the Translator hath endeavoured to preferve. 

38. Ctelum ipjum petimus.] In Allufion to the Fable of the Gi- 
ants, 
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Carmen IV. Ad Sestium. 

O L V I T U R acris hyems grata vice Veris, & Fa- 

voni, % 

Trahuntque ficcas ma chinas carinas ; 
Ac neque jam ftabulis gaudct pecn<, aut arator igni ; 

Nee prata canis albicant pruinis. 
Jam Cytherea choros ducit Venus, imminente Luna, 

Jan&aeque Nymphis Gratiae decentes 6 

Alterno terram quatiunt pede, dum graves Cyclopum 
• Vulcanus ardens urit officinas. 

Nunc 

Although the Subject of this Ode be very common, yet there is 
nothing common in the Manner, in which Horace hath treated it. 
A certain Gaiety of Spirit, under an Air of Serioufnefs, forms hi 
peculiar Character. Even the View of Death at the End of it, h 
a ftrong, Epicurean Reafon for living as cbearfully as we can. By 
the Descriptions of Flowers, Groves, and the Feftivals of Venus, 
Faunus, and Death, which were celebrated in Spring, theOde ap- 
pears to have been written in the Beginning of April, but in what 
Year is uncertain. It is the only one of this Form remaining to 
us, Dac. San. 

Verf. a. Trahuntque ficcau"\ This Line has an unufual Hard- 
nefs of Expreflion, nor indeed is the Image very agreeable to the 
joyous Company of Venus, Zephyrs, Nymphs, and Graces. How- 
ever, we know by it, that the Antients ufed to draw their Ships 
on^Shore during Winter. * San. 

5. Jam Cytherea chvros.] The Poet here defcribes the Feafts of 
Venus, which were celebrated by young Women with Dances and 
Hymns in Honour of the Goddefs. They began on the firft of 
April, at the Rifingof the Moon, imminente luna, and continued 
three Nights fucceflively. An unknown, ancient Author has thus 
defcribed them. 

Jam tribus cboros viderei 

Feriatos noBibut 
Congreget inter catervas 

Ire per faltus tuot, 
Fkreat inter eoronas, * 

Myrtcax inter cafau S a N. 
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Ode IV. To Sestius. 



NO more the Plowman loves his Fire, 
No more the lowing Herds cheir Stalls defire, 
While Earth her richeft Verdure yields, 
Nor hoary Frofts now whiten o'er the Fields. 

Now joyous through the verdant Meads, 
Beneath the riling Moon, fair Venus leads 
Her various Dance, »ud with her Train 
Of Nymphs and modeft Graces treads the Plain, 

While Vulcan's glowing Breath injjpires 
The toilfome Forge, and blows up all its Fires. 

Now 



Foil three Nights, in joyous Vein, 
Might you fee the/ choral Train, 
Hand in Hand promifcuous rove 
Through thy Love- devoted Grove, 
CrownM with rofy- breathing Flowers, 
- Under Myrtle-woven Bowers. D. 

6. Gratia decenteu] The Graces were the mod amiable Divi- 
nities of the Heathen Mythology, and the Source of all that is 
pleafing in Nature. The Poet calls them decent e$ for that Modefty 
and Referve, with which they behaved themfelves in thefe Afiem- 
blies. San. 

The Nymphs are thus numbered by the Author already quoted, 
Run's i)c trunt puellce, 

Et puella fontium, 
Quaque Jyivas, quaquelucoiy 
Quaque mtntes incolunt, 
JHere (hall meet the blooming Maids 
Of the Valleys and the Glades $ 
And the Nymphs, who haunt the Fountains, 
And the Foreits, and the Mountains. D. 

7. Graves officinal, .1 We have here a very pretty Oppoiition be- 
tween the Characters of Venus and Vulcan ; the gay Delights of 
the Wife, and the laborious Employment of the Hu/band j who is 
here defcribed working 4* Spring, that He might forge Thunder- 
bolts enough for Jupiter to throw in Summer. Rodsli* jus. Dac. 

Vol. I. C 9, Nunc 
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Nunc decet aut viridi nitidum caput impedire my no, 

Autflore, terra quem ferunt'folutae. 10 

Nunc & in umbrofis Fauno decet immolare lucis, 

Seu pofcat agna, five malit hoedo. 
Pallida mors aequo puMat pede paaperum tabemas, 
' Regumque turres. O beate Sefti, 
Vita? fumma brevis fpem nos vetat inchoare longam. 15 

Jam te premet nox, fabulaeque Manes, 
Ec domus exilis Plutonia ; quo fimul mearis, 

Nee regna vini foniere talis, 
Nee tenerum Lycidam mirabere, quo calet juventos 

Nunc omnis, & mox virgines tepebunt. 

, Carmen 

r 9. Nunc decet.] Thefc two Verfes continue the Defcription of 
the Feafts of Venus $ for Flowers, and particularly Myrtle, were 
confecrated to that Goddefs. 

Cras Amorum copulatrix 
Inter umbras arborum 
Jmplicat cafas virentes 

E flageffy myrteo. 
Jpfa Nympbas Diva lucot 
Jujjit ire myrteou 
Lo t the Queen of pleating Pains 
Linking Loves in mutual Chains, 
Wreathes, the Myrtle Bowers between, 
Cottages of living Green, 
And commands her Virgins gay 

Through the amy Groves to ftray. D. 

11. Nunc & in untbrifisA The Feafts of Faunas were celebrated 
the eleventh, thirteenth, and fifteenth of February, when the Cattle 
were turned out of their Winter-Stables, and Sacrifices were of- 
fered to this God for their Prefcration. Dac. 
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Now crown'd with Myrtle, or the Flowers, 
Which the glad Earth from her free Bofom pours, 

We'll offer, in the (hady Grove, 
Or Lamb, or Kid, as Pan (hall belt approve. 

With equal Pace, impartial Fate 
Knocks at the Palace, as the Cottage Gate, 

Nor fhould our Sum of Life extend 
Our growing Hopes beyond their deftinM End. 

When funk Co Pluto's (hadowy Coafts, 
Opprefs'd with Darknefs, and the fabled Ghofts, 

No more the Dice fhajl there affign 
To thee, the jovial Monarchy of Wine 

No more fhal! you the Fair admire, 
The Virgin's Envy, and the Youth's Defire. 

13. Pallida mors.] This Defer ipt ion of Death, immediately 
after the Gaiety of Spring, and the Feaftt of Pan, may (ecm, at 
firft View, a little too ferious, if not unnatural ; yet it will appear 
perfectly beautiful and eafy, when we confider, that the mortuary 
Festivals, in which Sacrifices were offered to Death, were cele- 
brated immediately after thofe of Pan, They continued five Days, 
and are mentioned here by the Poet, to convince us, in Epicurean 
Spirit, that the near Approach of Death ought to engage us to pur- 
foe the Pleafures of Life. As, in the Roman Calendar, the Mor- 
tuary Feftival followed the Feafts of Faunus, fo {hail Death our 
Days of Mirth. Dac. 

15. Vita javm* breois.] A Metaphor taken from Numbers. 
Let us reckon the Moment*, Hours, Days, Months, and Years 
of Life, and how inconfiderable is the Sum total ? Da c. 

. 18. Nee regna vini.] The Reader may find a large Account of 
the Cuftoms obierved by the Romans at their Entertainments, in 
the Notes on the feventh Ode of the fecond Book, 
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Carmen V, Ad Pyrrham. 

OU I S multa gracilis te pucr in rofa 
Perfufus liquidis urget odor i bus 
Grato, Pyrrha, fub antro ? 
Cui flavam religas comam, 
Simplex munditiis ? Heu, quoties fidcm § 

fylutar.ofque Dcosflebit, & afpera 
Nigris sequora ventis 
Emirabitur infolens, 
Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea ; 
Qui Temper vacuam, Temper amabilem i# 

Sperat, nefcius auras 
Fallacis ! miferi, quibus 
Intentata nites. Me tabula facer 
Votiva paries indicat uvida 
Sufpendifle potenti 15 

VeHimenta maris Deo* 

Carmen 

In the two firft Editions of this Work, the Tranflation of thit 
Ode was taken from Milton. The Merit of it hath been much 
difputed 5 but furely Milton only could preferve the Spirit of Ho- 
race in almoft a verbal Tranflatidn. The Defign of this Work 
does not require fo much Exa&nefs, becaufe the Notes may explain 
the Difficulties, or more largely endeavour to exprefi the Beauties 
of the Original, where the Tranflation fails. 

Thefe little Odes are better Proofs of the Manner and Genius of 
our Author, than thofe, which have a real Greatnefe in the Sub- 
ject, capable of railing the Soul of a Poet. There is in this Ode 
only one Thought, and that extremely firople and natural j yet 
the Exprefiions are fo beautiful, and the Words fo happily cholen, 
that we may be bold to fay there is not a more finimed Piece a* 
mong his Works. Dac. 

Ver. 1. Puer.] The Romans ufed this Word, without regard 
to any particular Age. It was only a Word of Tenderaefs. As in 

Virgil, 
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Ode V. To Pyrrha. 

WHILE liquid Odours round him breathe. 
What Youth, the rofy Bower beneath, 
Now courts thee to be kind ? 
Pyrrha, for whofe unwary Heart 
Do you, thus dreft with carelefs Art, 
Your yellow Treffes bind ) 

How often {ball th' unpraclis'd Youth 
Of alter M Gods, and injur'd Truth 

With Tears, alas ! complain ? 
How foon behold with wondering Eyes 
The blackning Winds tempeftuoui rife. 

And fcowl along the Main ? 

While by his eafy Faith betray'd, 
He now enjoys thee, golden Maid, 

Thus amiable and kind ; 
He fondly hopes that you (hall prove 
Thus ever vacant to his Love, 

Nor heeds the faithlefs Wind. 

Unhappy They, to whom untryM 
You fhine, alas ! in Beauty's Piide ; 

While I, now fafe on Shore, 
Will confecrate the pichir'd Storm, - 
And all my grateful Vows perform 

To Neptune's faving Power. 

Od» 

Virgil, Ne pueri ! ne tanta animh ajjucfcite belk, where he fpeaki 
g£ C*far and Poaapey, Da c. 

C 3 12. Mifiri 
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12. Miferi qui bus itttentata »//«.] This Paflagemuft be explain- 
ed in View to the Metaphor, which Horace continues to the End 
of the Ode, and nitcre is to be applied equally to the Beauty of 
Pyrrha, and to the Ocean. Dac. 

13. Me tabula facer.] When the Poet telle us, that he was (hip- 
wrecked in his Paflion tor Pyrrha, he alludes to a Cuftom among 
the Romans of offering fome votive Tablet or Picture to the God> 

fey 



Carmen VI. Ad Marcum Vipsanium 
Agrippam. 

SC R I B E R I S Vario forth & hoftium 
Vidlor, Maeanii carminis alite, 
Quam rem cumque ferox navibus, aut equil 
Miles te duce gefferit. 

Nos, 

Agrippa probably had reproached our Poet for never mintfon* 
ing Him in his Verfes, and his Excufes are made in fuch a man* 
ner, as to become a bold and delicate Flattery. Mr. Sanadoil 
thinks, that he designed to juftify his Silence with regard to other 
great Men, who had diftingutfhed themfelves in the late Wars | 
that Oilavius is only named, as if, through profound Refpect, he 
only dared to name him ; that we have but the Out Lines of A* 
grippa's Character, for it demands nothing lefs than a fecond Ho- 
mer to paint him in his full Dignity j that the other Generals are 
reprefented, as it were, in a Groupe, under allegorical Perfonages, 
chofen among the Heroes of the Trojan War $ and that except 
we view the Ode in this Light, it will appear a confuted Medley 
of Praifes, without Coherence or Beauty. Thus the Panegyric of 
Agrippa is followed by that of Achilles and Ulyfles j next is repre- 
fented the Ruin of theHoufeof Pelops : Oct a vi us then makes his 
Appearance : Agrippa returns a fecond Time, and Mars, Merion 
and Diomed clofe the military Proceifion. Allegory alone, fays 

this 
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fcy whofe Powef they thought themfelves preferred. In thefe Pic- 
tures the Storm, and Cpcomftances of their Efcape, were repre- 
fented j and ruined Mariners frequently carried them to excite Com- 
panion and Charity, at the fame time defcribing in Songs the Par- 
ticulars of their Story. To a a. 
15. PotentiDtoA Powerful to fave t Tranflattd by Milton, the 
fern God of Sea. 



Ode VI. To Agrippa. 

VAR I US, who (bars with Homer's Wing, 
Shall brave Agrippa's Conquefti fing, 
Whatever, infpirM by his Command, 
The Soldier dar'd on Sea or Land. 

But 

(his ingenious Critic, can collect into one Point of View fo many 
different and diftant Parts. However, we mall find, that he hat 
puued his allegorical Scheme a little too far, and that it is not 
neceflary to hazard all his Conjectures, and Applications of Hi- 
flory. 

Octavius having flrat the Temple of Janus, and triumphed three 
Days, received divine Honours by a Decree of the Senate, from 
whence we may fix the Date of this Ode in the Year 7*5. 

Verf. 2. Maonii car minis altte.] Poets wefe frequently com- 
pared to Swans, from their being facred to Apollo, and from a vul- 
gar Erroor of their finging. Horace often ufes the Companion. 
Mult a Dircaum U*vat aura eyenum. Album mutor in a/item. It 
may be worth obferving, that the learned and ingenious Doctor At- 
terburyf ead amulo, 

3. NaviSus.J Agrippa gained the Victory in two Sea-fights. 
The fir ft againft Pompey's Lieutenants, the fecond againft Pompey 
Jbimfelf, befides the Share he had in the Battle of Actium. 
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No.% Agrippa, neque haec dicere, nee gravem 
Pelidae ftomachum cedere nefcii, 
Nee curfus duplicis per mare Ulyffei, 

Nee faevam Pelopis domum 
Conamur, tenues grandia : dum pudor, 
Imbellifque lyrae Mufa patens vetat IO 

Laudes egregii Caefaris, & tuas 

Culpa deterere ingeni. 
Qui 5 Marten* tunica te&um adamantina 
Digne fcripferit ? aut pulvere Troico 
Nigrum Merionen ? aut ope Palladia 15 

Tydiden fuperis parem ? 

N<>3* 

6. Pelida.] Afinius PoDio, according to Mr. Sanadon's Alle* 
gory, is reprcfented under the Perfon of the inexorable Achilles* 
He had rendered himfelf formidable to Octavius, by fternly re/uf- 
ing to join with him in the Civil Wars, and by that Refufal had 
probably fufpended the Fate of Antony, The Reader may find his 
Character in the .Notes on the fifteenth Ode of this Book, and in 
the firft Ode of the fecond Book. 

7. 'Duplicis,] This Epithet has been ufually understood, as if 
Horace defigned to exprefs the frtXtfrfoiroc and vro\vfxvrt< in Ho- 
mer' s Character of Ulyfies, which Words, according to Mr. Sa- 
aadon, fignify a Man who hath proved a Variety of Adventures, 
Qui verfatut eft per mukiplicem dijpmilanque Fortunam, But du- 
plex will hardly bear the Interpretation dolofus or fattax $ nor have 
tfee JUatin Authors ever ufed it in that Senfe, Duplex pro dolofo 
sen videtur fat it Latinum-^-V o s s 1 v s . Perhaps the Poet intended 
his appearing through the whole Odyfley in two Characters ; or, 
if the Exprefiion may be allowed, in a double Character, fuch as a 
Prince and a Beggar, &c, 

Mr. Sanadon, in Support of his allegorical Scheme, applies dul- 
tit Ulyjfa to Agrippa and Meftala, who had commanded the Fleets 
of Octavius in the Wars of Sicily and Allium. But, although 
we fliould allow duplex Ulyjfex to fignify two Ulyfles, Agrippa feemt 
to be, not without Confufion, introduced in an allegorical Charac- 
ter, when the Poet fpeaks to him perfonally in the lame Strophe. 

8. Pelcpis domum."] Ancient dramatic Writers were much oblig- 
' ed to the Family of Pclops for the many F; bles, with which it fup- 

plied them j but Horace particularly feems to mean the Tragedy of 
Thy eft es written by Varius, which Quintilian fays, might be com- 
pared to any of the Grecian Stage. In the firft Strophe Varius is 

called 
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But we nor tempt with feeble Art 

Achilles' unrelenting Heart, 

Nor fage Ulyfles in our Lays 

Purfues his wandring through the Seas, 

Nor ours in Tragic Strains to tell 

How Pelops' cruel Offspring fell. ' 

The Mufe, who rules the peaceful Lyre, 

Forbids me boldly to afpire 

To thine or facred Csefar's Fame, 

And hurt with feeble Song the Theme. 

Who can defcribe the God of Fight 

In Adamantine Armour bright, 

Or Merion on the Trojan Shore 

With Duft, how glorious ! cover'd o'er, 

Or Diomed, by Pallas* Aid, 

To warring Gods an Equal made I 

Sot 

called the Rival of Homer, in the fecond he alone is represented 
-capable of describing the Anger of Achilles, of the wandering of 
"Ulyffes, in Proof of this Rivalfhip, and of his Succefs in Epic 
Poetry* Thus far Mr. Sanadon's Allegory feems unneceflary, by 
which he hazardoufly applies the criminal PaJKonofiEgyfthus and 
Clytemneftra to the Story of Antony and Cleopatra. 

11. Egregii C*farh."\ Egregius was a Word always afed in a re- 
ligious Senfe, and applied to Things fet apart and confecrated to the 
Gods ; from thence the Title was given to Kings, as if they were 
in a peculiar manner the Favourites of Heaven. Da c. 

13. Martem.] Mr. Sanadon believes that the three Per fons, de- 
iigned here under the Characters of Mars, Merion and Diomed, are 
' Statilius Taurus, Marcus Titius, and Maecenas. But tHe Poet r 
by comparing Statilius Taurus to the God of War, has given him 
fuch a Superiority, asmuft have been equally difagreeable and inju- 
rious both to Maecenas and Agrippa* Horace might better have 
proportioned his poetical Flattery, by acknowledging the Divinity 
of Auguftus m that of Mars J by defcribing the military Glory 0$ 
Agrippa under the Character of Merion, and giving to Maecenas tile* 
Praile of Wifdom, by comparing him to Diomed, an Equal even to- 
' the Gods by the Favour of Minerva. Thus the Allegory appeal* 
jjaft^ and is well maintained. 



34 Ql Korath FLACcr Carminum Lib 
Nos convivia, nos prielia virginum 
Seclis in juvenes unguibus acrium 
Cantamus, vacui, five quid urimur, 

Non praeter folitum leves. 20 

18. Seffis 'in juvenes. ,] While the Poet, with his ufualModefty, 
difclaims the warlike Mufe, yet he pleafafttly alludes to the Acti- . 
ons of Heroes in the Virgin -Battles, which he rings. Battles in- 
deed (but not of too much Blood) in which the defperate Fair-one 

pares 



Carmen VII. Ad Munatium Plancum. 

LAUDABUNT alii claram Rhodon, am Mi- 
tylenen, 
Aut Ephefum, bimarifve Corinthi 
Mcenia, vel Baccho Thebas, vel Apolline Delphos, 
- Jniignes, aut ThefTala Tempe. 
Sunt, quibus unum opus eft intadae Palladia arccs 5 
Carmine perpetuo cclebrare, & 

Undique 
Tranflated by Dr. Do n k i n . 

This Ode is properly only a Fragment, and Mr. Dacier fufpected 
with Reafon, that it wanted fome Lines to render it perfect. After 
a long and pompous Defcription of all the fineft Cities and Coun- 
. tries of Greece, we could little expect to fee the Poet give the Pre- 
ference to his Scat at Tibur, in a light imperfect Pefcription of 
three Lines $ or that he fhould leave his Subject at once, when re- 
ally he was only beginning it. The ancient Grammarians, fenfible 
of this Defect, have very unhappily endeavoured to rind a Remedy 
for it, by joining, to this Fragment, another Ode. Albus ut ebfuw, 
&c. merely becaufe Tibur is mentioned in it, and the Meafures 
are the fame . 

In the firft Ode, the Poet prefers a Village of Italy to all the 
Countries of Greece, and it was probably written in Gratitude to 
Maecenas, who had given him a Piece of Land there. In the fe- 
cond he writes to a Friend, who was under Apprehenfion of fome 
public D.fgrace, which he advifes him to bear with a true Epicu- 
rean Spirit. There are fome very anticnt Manufcripte which di- 
3 vide 
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But whether loving, whether free, 
With all our ufual Levity, 
Untaught to raife the martial String, 
Of Feafts, and Virgin Fights we fing ; 
Of Maids, who when bold Love affails, 
Fierce in their Anger— pare their Nails. 

pares her Nails, that (he may not (cratch her Lover too feverejy. 

Cnuc^ 



Ode VII. To Munatius Plancus. 

LE T other Poets in harmonious Lays, 
Immortal Rhodes or Mitylene praife, 
Or Ephefus, or Corinth's towery Pride, 
Girt by the rolling Main on either Side ; 
Or Thebes or Delphos, for their Gods renownM, 
OrTempe's Plains with flowery Honours crown*d. 

Theje are, who fing in everlafting Strains 
The Towers, where Wifdom's Virgin- Goddefs reigns f 

And 

vide them, with this Title to the fecond, Exhort at to ad bene w- 
ntendum adPlancum j befides, by uniting them, there will befome 
Repetitions, which are not ufual to Horace. Perpetuo carmine and 
perpetuo, uda pomaria and uda tempera. San. 

5. Palladis arces.J This Reading, inftead of urbem, is autho- 
rifed hy an excellent Manufcript at Oxford, befides feveral others 
cbnfulted by Lambinus. The Expreflion is in itfelf perfectly juft j 
for although there were many Deities worshipped at Athens, yet 
the Citadel was folely under the Prote&ion of Minerva. Vrbem «- 
lentcs Decs, prafidemque arch Minervam. Li v. L. 31. C. 30. San, 

We may add to this Criticifm, that almoft all Citadels were fa- 
cred to this Goddefs, according to CatuIluB, Diva tenens in fammit 
urbibus arces. Eu ft at hi us makes the fame Remark upon a Line of 
Homer, which fays, that Minerva's Temple was in the Trojan 
Citadel. 

C6 '7.17*41* 
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Undique decerptam fronti praeponere olivam. 

PJurimus in Junonic honorem 
Aptum dicit equis Argos, dnefque Mycenas. 

Me nee tarn patiens Laecedaemon, xo 

Nee tarn Lariflse percuffic campus opiruse, 

Qaam domus Albune* refonantis, 
£t praeceps Anio, 8c Tiburni lucus, & uda 

Mobilibus pomaria rivis. 
• **»*•** 

******** 
Albus ut obfeuro deterget nubila coelo 15 

Saepe oocus ; Deque parturic irabies 

Perpetud 

7. Undique dece^ptam fronti pra*ponere oti'vam.'] This Reading is 
found in all ancient Manufcripts and Imprefiions, until the Time 
of Erafmus, who, on his own Angle Authority, ventured to alter 
the Text, The Senfe of Horace is, that the Poets, who wrote in 
Praife of Minerva, endeavoured to gain the poetical Crown of O- 
live, even on a Subject, which every Writer had attempted. Ex- 
argumento undiquaque exbaufto coronamfibi poeticam quarere. No* 
is this Exprefiion, praeponere oli-vam fronti , either hard or uncom- 
mon. Horace himfclf fays in the fame Senfe, pratexert frondes j 
and Lucretius, Infignemque me* capiti peter t inde coronam, fife. 

Bunt, 

Betides, Poets had different Crowns, according to the different 
Subjeits, on which they wrote. A Crown of Olive was particu- 
larly given to thole, who wrote in Honour of Pallas, or the Chat- 
tel of Athens. 

10. Patiens Lacedamon:] The Poet gives this Epithet to Lace- 
daemon for the Severity of her Laws and Difcipline. Thus Petro- 
aius plea&ntly fays, Et ego quidem tres plagas Sport ana nobilltate 
tencoxi ' y and Plautus, Laconas tmi fubfellii viroi r/agt'patidas. 

j j. Percuffit.] The Ancients exprefted the Actions and Effects- 
*f our Paflions by Words, which fignified ftriking, as per cut ere, fe- 
rire, and modern Languages have many Expceiiions cf the fame 
kind. Da C 

12. Quam domus Albune*.] The Source of Rivers and Foun- 
tains was properly the Houfe of the Divinity, who prefided. there* 
Befides, the Towns and Hqufes, that had the fame Name as the 
Rivers or Fountains, on which they were fituated, were called by 
the Ancients, Tfc Houjts of the Riven, Thus Horace calls his Houfe: 

ax 
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And ceafelefs toiling court the trite Reward 

Of Olive, pluck'd by tvtry vulgar Bard. 

For Juno's Fame, th* unnumber'd, tuneful Throng 

With rich Mycenae grace their favourite Song, 

And ^rgos boaft, of pregnant Glebe to feed 

The warlike Horfe, and animate the Breed : 

But me, nor patient Lacedaemon charms, 

Nor fair LarifTa with fuch Tranfport warms* 

As pure Albunea's far-refoundi/ig Source* 

And rapid Anio, headlong in his Courfe, 

Or Tibur, fenced by Groves from folar Beam%. 

And fruitful Orchats bath'd by ductile Streams. 



As Notus often, when the Welkin lowers, 
Sweeps off the Clouds > nor teems perpetual Showery 

So 

at Tibur, The HbufeofA&uned, from its Situation near that Foun- 
tain. Thcfe Remarks may make us understand a Line in Virgil* 
which has given much Trouble to the Interpreters. The river Ti- 
ber fays of Rome, 

Hie mibi magna domut eelfis caput urbibut exit, 
lioill have an Houfe here, which Jhali be the Capital of the WorldU 

Dac. 

The Lake of Arbunea is much vifited for the finall Hands, that 
float on its Surface. The fame fort of fulphureous Concretions, 
that form thefe little Iflanda, add from time to time to the folid Con- 
cretions on the Sides $ fo that but a fmall Part of the Lake appeari 
at prefent, and probably in Time it will be wholly hid. A great 
Way round it, the Earth founds hollow under your Feet, which 
Aews, that you tread only on the Crurt, that covers the Lake. 
This is probably what Horace alludes to, in calling it Domut Al- 
bum* refoxantis. Had it been fpoken of a running Stream, refo- 
uantis might have had another Senfe, but as it is laid of a ftiULake, 
1 think it can be accounted for no other Way than this, and thia 
accounts for it very (rrongly and fully. Mr. Spince's Polymeria, 

15. Albus utobfeuro,] The fecond Ode, which begins here, is 
addreffed to Munatius Plancus, who from his natural Incoflftancy, 
and having, in an unhaadfome manner, quitted the Party of Antony* 
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Perpetuo ; fie tu fapiens finire memento 

Triftitiam, vitaeque labores 
Molli, Plance, mero ; feu te fulgentia /ignis 

Cailra tenent : feu denfa tenebit 20 

Tiburis umbra tui; Teucer Salamina patremque 

Quum fugeret, tamen uda Lyaso 
Tempora populea fertur vinxiffe corona, 

Sic trifles affatus amicos. 
Quo nos cumque feret melior fortuna parente, 2$ 

Ibimus, 6 focii, comitefque : 
Nil defperandum Teucro duce, & aufpice Teucro ; 

Certus enim promifit Apollo 

Ambiguam 

was very juftly fufpe&ed byAuguftus, nor was employed by him in 
the Battle of Aclium. In this Apprehenfion of Difgrace, the Poet 
advifes him to allay his Anxiety with the Chearfulnefs of Wine. 

The Philofophy of Epicurus in the Hand of Horace is an univer- 
fal Remedy. It fortifies the Mind in Difgrace, it diflipates our 
Cafes, and cures Superftition. It is a conftant Refuge from the 
Cold of Winter, and the Heat of Summer j the Pains of Sicknefs, 
and the Terrours of Death. 

AlbusNotusA Leuconotus, the South- South-Eaft Wind. The 
Greeks called this Wind \tvme, and the Latins albus, becaufe it 
was generally ferene, and without Clouds. The Poet fays, fape 
deterget nubila, and his Reafoning lies thus : As the Wind drives 
away the Clouds, fo mould Wine difperfe the Cares of Life. He 
again ufes this Thought in his Ode to Valgtus upon a like Occa- 
sion. San. 

19. Molli mero. ] Wine, which f of tens the Sorrows of the Soul, 
This Advice was probably not difagrceable to Plancus, who was 
very erpenfive in his Pleafures. Celius Rufus gives this Account 
of him in a Letter to Cicero, Plancus tuus ntagno congiario donattts 
a Cafare, nee beatus, nee bene inftruclus eft. He was a Man of 
great Abilities, and had enjoyed all the Triumphs, Honours, and . 
Employments in the Republic : yet his moral Character is infamous 
and odious. After the Death of Casfar, he followed the Caufe of 
Liberty and Brutus. He afterwards engaged himfelf, more than 
once, both to OQavius and Antony. And when he laft quitted 
the Party of Antony, he fpoke of him in the Senate with fo much 
Cruelty, that Coponius, with an honeft Indignation,—- Multa me- 

btrcuk 
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So let thy Wifdom, free from anxious Strife, 
In mellow Wine diflblve the Cares of Life, 
Whether the Camp with Banners bright difplay'd, 
OrTibur holds thee in its thick -wrought Shade. 
When Teucer from his Sire and Country fled, 
With Poplar Wreaths .the Hero crown'd his Head, 
Reeking with Wine, and thus his Friends addreft'd, 
Deep Sorrow brooding in each anxious Bread ; 
Bold let us follow through the foamy Tides, 
Where Fortune, better than a Father, guides ; 
Avaunt Defpair, when Teucer calls to Fame, 
The fame your Augur, and your Guide the fame. 

Another 



hercule fecit Antoniut pridie quam tu ilhm relinfueres. I dare fay, 
that Antony did many villainous, infamous things the Day before 
yen left Him. San. 

Seu te fulgentia Jignis.] By th^fe Words it appears, that PI in- 
cus was not yet determined, whether hefliould follow Auguftus, or 
retire to his Country- Seat : and as we do not find his Name among 
the Commanders at the Battle of Allium, it is probable he was left 
in Italy. San. 

23. Tempora populea.] As Horace feeras to be the Inventor of 
this little Piece of Hiftory, he might name the Poplar indifferently 
for any Tree, fince in their Feafts the Antients formed their Crowns 
of the firft Branches they found. But perhaps the Poet names the 
Poplar particularly, becaufe they, who facrificed to Bacchus, and 
celebrated the Bacchanalia, were ufually crowned with Leaves of 
that Tree. Dac. 

27. Aufpice Teucro."] Although the Greeks confuted the Flight 
of Birds, yet they did not ufe their Aufpicia in the Roman Man- 
ner. Teucer fpeaks here according to theCuftom of the Romans, 
who never undertook any confiderable Defign without confulting 
the Gods. Dac. 

Doctor Bently affirms that the Latins never fay Aufpke i/b, 
Aufpice Cafare, and that the Word Aufpex is always applied to a 
God. He therefore boldly alters the Text, and reads Aufpice P bee bo. 
Mr. Cuningham, with an equal Spirit of Criticifm, and equally 
igainft the Faith of Manufcripts, changes Aufpice for Obfide, which 
-ladeed feemS to have been the Reading of. the Scbiliaft, who 

renders 
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Ambiguam tellure nova Salamina futuram. 

O fortes perjoraque paffi 30 

Mecura faepe viri, nunc vino pellitc curas : 

Cras ingens iterabimus sequor. 

renders it Sponfore, Mr. Sanadon follows Mr. Cun Ingham, and 
gives him abundant Honour for the Correction ; yet in his Preface 
he acknowledges that Mr. Dacier has well proved againft Doctor 
Bentley (and indeed againft his own Notes upon this Ode) that 
the Latins have applied Aufpex to a Perfon, who might be neither 
God nor Augur, as in this Inftance, where Ovid fpeak* to Ger- 
nanicus Caefar, 

Aufpice te felix totus ut eat .annus, 

Yet 



Carmen VIIL AdX»ydiam. 

LY D I A, die, per omnea 
Te Deos oro, Sybarin 
Cur properas amando 

Perdere ? cur apricun* 
Oderit campum, patiens m; 

Fulveris atque folis f 

Cm 

Some People, -prejudiced in Favour of die Uftges wherein they 
were educated, will certainly think, fays Mr. iSanadon, that I 
have made here an unpardonable Innovation. I have broken the 
Diftichs, which compofe this Ode, and distributed them into 
Strophes, in which the third Verfe is perfectly equal to the firft j 
Cur properas amando containing exactly the fame Number and the 
fame Quality of Meafures with Lydia, die, per omnes. As to the 
fecond verfe, I (hall only quote this Example of Tetentianus Mau- 
rus, fyllabam fex poffe dari, which 16 in noth ng different from te 
Deos oro Sybarin, Horace and Terentianus have imitated the Gre- 
cian Poets, Euoolis,. Axiftophaaes, and £uphoxion > who have left 
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Another Salamis, in foreign Clime, 

Wiih rival Pride fhall raife her Head fublime ; 

So Phoebus nods ; ye Sons of Valour true, 

Full often try'd in Deeds of deadlier Hue, 

To 4a/ with Wine drive every Care away, 

To-morrow tempt again the boundlefs Sea. 

Yet he a (Terrs, that they never apply Dux and Aufpex to the fame 
Perfon, in the fame Aclion. But this is little better than trifling. 

29. Ambiguam.] Which (hall be fo like that Salamis, which 
we have left, in Glory and Grandeur, that it (hall be difficult to 
4ifiinguifh them. Thus in another Place, Solum crinikut, ambU 
goofut wit*. Teucer afterwards built the City Salamis in Cy- 
prus, San* 



Ode VIII. To Lydia. 

TELL me, Lydia, prithee tell, 
Ah I why, by loving him too well* 
Why yon haften to deftroy 
Young Sybaris, too amorous Boy ? 

Why does he hate the funny Plain. 
While he can San or Dull Main } 



Why 



us many Pieces of this Form. Thus the Alteration is authorised 
by both Greek and Latin Poetry, whereas it is impoflible to rind 
an Initance of any Ode like what is printed in the common Edi- 
tions. 

The Defign of this Ode is not to reproach Sybaris with Effemi- 
nacy or his Love of Pleafure j but it feems to be written either in 
Resentment or Jealouiy with Regard to Lydia, who kept him dif- 
goifed in a female Drefs. Da c. 

Verf. 3. Amando.] May have a paiiive Signification. By being 
beloved. As in Virgil j Uritque videndo fcemina. Inftances of 
this Kind are frequent in the beft Authors, yet the Antitheiis is 
Wronger by taking amando in an active Senfe. Sbt definys by lov- 

* 7. &r 
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Car neque militaris 

Inter aequales equitat, 

Gallica nee lupatis 



- 



Temperat ora frenis ? icr 

Cur timet flavum Tiberim 
Tangere? Curolivura. 

Sanguine viperino 
Cautius vitat, neque jam 
Livida geftat armis 1 J 

Brachia, f»pi difco, 
S»pe trana finem jaculo 
Nobilis expedito? 

Quidlatet, ut marina 
Filiom dicunt Thetxdot aej 



Sub lacrymofa Trojae 



Funera ; 



7. Cur ntfue militaris,] The Poet here meant the Mock-fightf 
on Horfebacfc, which were brought from Troy to Italy by Afca- 
nius, and revived by Auguftus. Trojaludum edidit frequent i£im} t 
major urn mincrumque puerorum deleclu, prifei, decorique moris exifti* 
mans clara flirpis indolent Jic note/cere. Suet, de Auguf. - Da c. 

9. Gallica temperat oraJ\ This Expreflion is extremely bold, 
and requires the Word (quorum to be under flood. The Horfcs of 
Gaul were much efteemed by the Romans, and their Bits are here 
called lupata, a lupinis dent i bus, fui iruequalet funr, unde etiam to* 
rum morfus vehement er obeft. Cruq_. 

11. Tiberim tangere.] The Roman Youth threw themfelves in- 
to the Tiber after their Exercifes in the Campus Martins, and 
thought that fuch hardy Difcipline would ftrengthen them to bear 
the Fatigues of War. Ancient Schol. 

12. Cur olivum.] When the Tarquins were expelled by Brutus, 
their Lands between the Tiber and Rome were confecrated to 

Mars, 
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Why no more, with martial Pride, 
Amidft the youthful Battle ride, 

And the Gallic Steed command 
With bitted Curb and forming Hand f 

More than Viper's baleful Blood 
Why does he fear the yellow Flood, 

Why deteft the Wrefller's Oil, 
White firm to bear the manly Toil ? 

Where are now the livid Scars 
Of fportive, nor inglorious, Wars, 

When for the Quoit, with Vigour thrown 
Beyond the Mark, his Fame was known ? 

Tell u?, why this fond Difguife, 
In which like Thetis' Son he lies, 

Ere unhappy Troy had fhed 
Jier funeral Sorrows for the Dead, 

Left 

Mafs, and called by his Name. Here the Roman Citizens a/Tern- 
bled for their Elc&ion of Magtitratea j the Youth performed their 
Exercifes 3 aod young People of both Sexes ufed to walk in an 
Evening. Catullus with great Beauty, and Boldnefs ofExprefiion, 
fays of himfelf— — Ego Gymnafii fui Jlot, & decus olei. 

15, Armis.] Infrruments, which were proper for the Etfercifea 
in the Campus *Martius, foch as Quoits, Javelins, &c. are by the 
Poet called Arma % Thos Virgil calls Inftruments of Husbandry 
by the fame Name. Dac. 

Lx-vida geftat bracbia.] However lingular this Expreflion may 
fcem, yet it means no more than verere or habere bracbia* To 
have his Arms foiled and livid with the Weight of Inftruments 
ufed in their Exercifes. San. 

16. Difco.] TheDrfcus was a kind of Quoit very large and 
heavy, made of Wood or Stone, but more commonly of Iron or 
Bfafs. It was almoft round, and fomewhat thicker in the Middle 
than at the Edges. It was thrown by the fole Force of the Arm. 

San, 

23. In 
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Funera ; nc virilis 
Cultus in caedem 8c Lycias 

Proriperct catervas ? 

23. h cadem & Lycias.] In cadet* LyciaruM catervarum. A 
Maimer of fpeaking very ufual among the Poets, when they di- 
vide 



Carmen IX. Ad Thaliarchum. 

VIDE S ut alta ftet nive candidum 
Soralte, nee jam fuftineant onus 
Sylvae laborantes, gelfique 
Flmniaa conftitcrint acuto. 

Diffolvc frigus, Hgna faper foco 5 

Large reponens ; atque benignius 
Deprome quadrimum Sabina, 
O Thaliarche, merum diot£» 

Per- 

Horace in this Ode fets forth all his Epicurean Philofophy, and 
fo conftant is he to his Principle*, that the different Ages of Man, 
and the various Seafons of the Year; the Freflinefs of Spring, and 
Heat of Summer 5 the Ripenefs of Autumn and Coldnefs of Win- 
ter, have their feveral Engagements to Pleafure. This Ode was 
probably written at a Country -Seat of Thaliarchus near the Moun- 
tain Soracle in Tufcany, fix and twenty Miles from Rome. Da c. 

Verf. 1. Stet nive candidum,] Conftet nive as if the whole 
Mountain were an Heap of Snow. When Virgil fays, Stat put- 
verecceium, and flant lumina jlamma, He would reprefent to us, 
A Sky of Duft, and Eyes of Fire, Dac. 

6. Be- 
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Left a manly Drefs fhould fire 
His Soul to War, and Carnage dire. 

vide in Expreflion, what is united in Idea* Thus in the firft Ode* 
Otium & oppidi laudat rura fui. S a m • 



Ode IX. To Thaliarchus. 

BEHOLD Soraac's airy Height, 
See how it (lands an Heap of Snow i 
Behold the Winter's hoary Weight 
Opprefs the labouring Woods below ; 
And, by the Season's icy Hand 
Congeal'd, the lazy Rivers (land. 

Now melt away the Winter's Cold, 
And larger pile the chearful Fire ; 
Bring down the Vintage four-year-old, 
Whofe mellow'd Heat can Mirth infpire ; 
Then to the Guardian Powers divine 
CareJefs the reft of Life refign : 

For 

6. Benignius deprome fttadrimum.'] Mr. Dacier affirms very con* 
fidently, that Horace, in Purity of Style, mould have written 



largiui after largt • and although the Critic might be contradicted 
by theUfage of the beft Authors, yet Mr. Cuningham, probably 
from this Aflertion, has altered the Text, and reads benignior. 



Perhaps benign tut fhould agree with mtrum, and fignify Wine 
grown mellower with 4ge, and kinder to tb* Toper, 

9. Por» 
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Permitte Divis csetera ; qui iimnl 
Stravere ventos aequore fervido 10 

Depraeliantes, nee cupreffi, 
Nee veteres agitantar orni. 

Quid fit futurum eras, fuge quaerere ; & 
Quern forsdieium cumque dabit, lucro • 
Appone ; nee dulces amores 15 

Sperne puer, neque tu choreas,- - 

Donee virenti canities abed 
Morofa. Nunc & campus, & area;, 
Lenefque Tub nodlem fufurri 

Compofita repetantur hora : 20 

Nunc & latentis proditor intimo 
Gratus puellae rifus ab angulo, 
Pignufque dereptum lacertis, 
Aut digito male pertinacx. 

Carmen 

9. Permittitc Divis catera^ Some Commentators have found in 
thefe Lines an Air of Epicurean Ridicule upon the Doctrine of the 
Stoics, who aflerted a divine Providence even in Events moft in- 
connderable. They think the Poet has raifed his Style with an 
affe&euPompofExpreflion, to render his Ridicule more ftrong. 
That when the Gods have commanded the Raging of the Winds u 
ceafe, ail the wonderous Efccl of their Power pall Be, that tb* 
Woods Jhall ftand unjbaken. On the contrary, there feems to be 
fomething juft and noble in the Thought, when taken in a moral 
Senfe, and which might naturally raHethis Greatnefs of Expref- 
fion 5 That when the Gods have appeafed the Winds , not a Leaf 
/ball fall to the Ground-, and even Trees decayed and faplefs with 
Age, Jball ftand unjbaken. Such is the Care and Power of Provi- 
dence. 

15. Appone.'] Ponere and Apponere were Terms ufed in Arith- 
metic by the Romans. Dac. 

19. Sufurru] This Word is formed from an Imitation of the* 
Sound m whifperinj;, as in Greek +i&«pf{i W , in Italian li/birlio, 
in French Qbwbctcr, and in Englifli Wbijper % 

21. Nunc.} 
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For when the warring Winds arifc, 

And o'er the fervid Ocean fweep, 
They fpeak — and lo ! the Tempeft dies 
On the fmooth Bofom of the Deep ; 
Unfhaken (lands the aged Grove, 
And feels the Providence of Jove. 

To-morrow with its Cares defpife, 

And make the prefent Hour your own, 
Be fwift to catch it as it flies, 
And fcore it up as clearly won j 
Nor let your Youth difdain to prove 
The Joys of Dancing, and of Love. 

Beneath the grateful Evening- Shade, 

The public Walks, the public Park, 
An Affignation fweetly made 

With gentle Whifpers in the Dark, 
While Age morofe thy Vigour fpares, 
Be thefe thy Pleafures, thefe thy Cares. 

The Laugh, that from the Corner flies, 

The fportive Fair-one (hall betray ; 
Then boldly fnatch the joyful Prize ; 
A Ring or Bracelet tear away, 
While She, not too feverely coy, 
Struggling ihall yield the willing Toy. 

O01 



*ai. Nunc] Nunc in this Strophe muft refer to donee \ while 
Thaliarchus was yet in the .Vigour of Youth j for thefe Entertain* 
ments were very little proper for the Seafoa of the Year, in which 
the Ode was written. Sam. 

%%% Cram 
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22. Gratui puelltt rifus.] There is a beautiful Defcription of* 
this Kind in Corn. Callus, which may be the beft Note upon 
Horace. 

Erubuit vultus ipfa puella men \ 
Et nunc fubrfdetts latebra* fugitiva petebat , 

Non tamen effugiens tota latere volens g 

Sed magis ex aliqua cupiebat parte videri, 

hatior hoc" multo quod male ttcla foret. 

At 



Carmen X. Ad Mercurium Hymnus. 

ME R C U R I, facunde ncpos Atlantis, 
Qui feros cultus hominum reccntum 
Voce form aft i catus, & decorae 

More pakelirae : 
Tc canam magni Jovis, 8c Deorum 5 

Nuntium curvaeque lyrae parentcm ; 
Callidum, quidquid placuit, jocofo 
Condere farco. 

Tc, 

This Ode was probably written for a Feaft ortfercury j yet 
there is nothing extraordinary in it, excepting an Elegance of Ex- 
prefiion j a Flowing and Harmony of Numbers. We have in it 
all the honourable Titles of Mercury. He is reprefented as 
rationing the firft Race, of Men, and cultivating their Under- 
. Handings, by the Study of Sciences moil proper tofoften their na- 
tural Fiercenefs ; while he forms their Bodies by Exercifes, moft 
capable of giving Strength and Grace. Such is the Power of 
Eloquence j fuch the Effect of Wreftling. San. 

Verf. 3. Cat us.] Some of the Antients have interpreted catus, 
by fapiens. Varro condemns this Explication, and allures us it 
is a Sabine Word, which Signifies insinuating. This feems to be 
its proper Meaning here, as it is the principal Character of true 
Eloquence. 

Decor* more palafir*,] Horace calls the Curtains and Exercifet 
of the Paleftrae, decora, becaufe they formed the Body to Eafe 
and Gracefulnefs. Thus Virgil ; Membra decora juventa?, where 
he fpeaks of Mercury as God of the Paleftrae, Da c • 

» 5. Jovii 
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At Sight ef Me, deep-blufli'd the lovely Maid, 
Then fide-long laughed, and flying fought the Shade } 
The Shade /he fought, yet luring in her Flight 
Wou'd fain be loft— not wholly to my Sight ; 
But rather wiih'd to have fome Bart reveal'd, 
Nor meanly joy'd to lie fo ill-conceal'd. . 



Ode X, Hymn to Mercury* 

THOU God of Wit (from Atlas fprung) 
Who by perfuafive Power of Tongue. 
And graceful Exercife rehVd 
The favage Race of human Kind j 
Hail, winged Meflenger of Jove, 
And all th' immortal Powers above, 
Sweet Parent of the bending Lyre, 
Thy Praife (hall all its Sounds inspire. 

Artful and cunning to conceal 
Whate'erin fportive Theft you Heal ; 

When 

5. ^Wf* & Deorum nuntium.'] The Quality of Meflenger of the 
Gods, was honourable to Mercury, nor lefs advantageous to 
Mankind, as it maintained a Kind of religious Correipondence be- 
tween Heaven and Earth. San. 

6. Curvaque lyr* parerttm.] Mercury is irtftru mental not only 
to the Ihftruction, but to the Pleafure* of Mankind. He is cal- 
led the Parent of the Lyre, becaufe having found the Shell of a 
Tortoife, and fitted Strings to it, he 1 firft formed aft Idea of that 
Kind of Mufic. From hence Tejiufr fignified a Lyre, and Lyric 
Poets were particularly filled Viri Mercurialet t as living under the 
peculiar Protection of this Deity. San* 

7. Jocofo conderc furto.] Mr. Dacier unluckily remarks, that 
as Mercury was the God of Merchants, he became, from thence, 
the God of Thieves. True it is, that the Phceniciani, the great- 
eft Merchants of the Heathen World, were always remarkable 
for a Dexterity in Trade beyond the Simplicity of fair Dealing. 
But that this Deity might not be fatigued with Bufinefs, he was 
aftifted by a Goddets, called Laverna, to whom Prayers were ad- 
dreft for Succeft in Thefts and Cheating, 

Yot. I. D 
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Te, boves olim nifi reddidiffes 

Per dolum amotas, puerum minaci i o 

Voce dum terret, viduus pharetra 

Rifit Apollo. 
Quin & Atridas, duce te, fuperbos 
Ilio dives Priamus reli&a, 
Theflfalofque ignes, & iniqua Troja; ' 1 5 

Caftra fefellk. 
Tu pias laetis animas rcponis 
Sedibus, virgaque levem coerces 
j\urca turbam, fu peris Deoruoi 

Gratos, &imis. 



Carmen 



-Pulcbra Laverna, 



±+ 



Da mbi fallere, da juftum fanflumque videri. 

Beauteous Laverna,. my Petition hear, 
Let me with Truth and San&ity appear $ 
O give me to deceive. 



8. Condert furtoA This Character of Mercury, which feems 
•nly a Matter of biverfion, yet is beneficial to Mankind, by 
teaching them a proper vigilance in the Care of their Goods. San. 

9. Te bwcs.~\ Thefe Inftances of innocent Theft, which the 
Poet calls jocojum fur turn, were performed at different Times, 
but by uniting them, he has given his Subject an Air of Pleafan- 
try and Vivacity, which extremely enlivens it. San. 

13. SZuin & Atridas,] The Poet here prefents us a Scene for 
War, which has a very agreeable Effect after the Gaiety of the 
firft Strophes. To make the Oppofitioa more ftrong, the Lines 
are raifed with a good deal of Pomp. San. 

IA. &• 
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When from the God, who gilds the Pole, 

Even yet a Boy his Herds you dole, 

With angry Voice the threatning Power 

Bad thee thy fraudful Prey reftore, 

But of his Quiver too beguil'd, - 

Pleased with the Theft Apollo frail'd. 

You were the wealthy Priam's Guide 
When fafe from Agamemnon's Pride, 
Througli hoftile Camps, which round him fpread 
Their watchful Fires, his Way he fped, 
Unfpotted Spirits you confign 
To blifsful Seats and Joys divine, 
And powerful with thy golden Wand 
The light, nnbodied Croud command 1 
Thus grateful does thy Office prove ' ' 

To Gods below and Gods above. 

*4 # J7/0 reli&a,~\ The Latins ufe Ilium in the neuter, ah. 
in the feminine Gender. Horace in another Ode fays, Hiosnk*. 
ta 9 where the Copyifts could not change the Termination of tn\ 
Epithet, without altering the Meafure of the Verfe, and were 
therefore obliged not to miftake. This Correction is taken from 
Mr. Cuningham, and it has been received by Mr* Sanadon* 

Diva Priamus.] There is a particular Beauty in this Epithet 
as it wewa Priam going with aiyiis' Wealth to ranfom the Body 
of Heaor. " Dac * 

17. Tupias.] The Ode could not end more happily, than by 
ihewing Mercury in his religious Mjniftry. This God feems to 
have been particularly invented for the Happinefs of human Kind* 
He forms both their Minds and Bodies 5 he raifcs them to the 
Knowledge of the Gods j he invents the innocent Pleafures of 
Life j he aflifls them in their Diftreflcs, and continues his Bene- 
fits to thein, even after Death, by conducting the Souls bf the 
Good to the Happinefs of Heaven. For this Reafon, we ibme- 
tiraes find his Name in ancient Epitaphs. g A N 

D 2 Odi 
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Carmen XI. Ao Letjconoen. 

TU oe quaefieris (fcire nefas) quern mihi, quern 
tibi 
Finem Di dederint, Leuconoe, neu Babylonios 
Tentaris numeros. Ut melius, quidquid erit, pad f 
Seu plures hycmes, feu tribuit Jupiter ultimam, 
Quae nunc oppofitis debilitat pumicibus mare 5 

Tyrrhenum ; fapias, vina liques, & fpitio brcvi 
Spem longam refeces. Dum loquimur, fugerit invida ^ 
./Etas. Carpe diem, quam minimum credula poftero. 
N Carmen 

is Ode has much good Senfe in it to perfuade ui, that all 

U J9 of Fortune- telling are a ridiculous, vain Impofture, and 

jju ^ue Wifdom confifts in our Enjoyment of the prefent Hour, 

: £v f MXr lt t 100 macb Anxiety for the future. Sa k. 

. /*erf. 1. Scire nefas.] All Science* of Aftrolegy and fortune}. 

filing were forbidden, and confidered as impious by the Hca- 

/thens 5 but the Words mean alfo that ImpoffibUity of knowing 

the future Events of Life, and the Folly of tormenting. ourftfaes 

to difcover what is. impenetrable to all our Inquiries. Cauq^ 

a. Leueptioe.] In fome Manufcripts this Ode is addrefled >^ 

Ltucortoen meretrictm, and it is much difputed whether it be a«eal 

Name. ^ 

Neu Babyhftiox.] The Babylonians were infatuated with judi- 
cious AftroJogy, and made ufe of Agronomical Tables to calcu- 
late the fortunate or unfortunate* Days of Lire. Theft Tables the 
Poet calls Ntwurou 

3. Ut melius.] The Conftru&ion is remarkable, ut. melius eft, 
auanto melius eflfati quidquid erit I How much better is it to 
bear whatsoever fnall happen, than to depend upon tWe idle Fre- 
di&ions of Aftrologers ! San. 

5. Qua nunc] A Member of the Academy of Belles. Lettres 
has an ingenious Criticifm on this Paflage* He imagines that 
Leuconoe had a Country-Seat among the Villas on the Coafts of 
Campania, where we know how expenfive the wealthy Citizens 
of Rome were in their Buildings. From hence this Defcription of 
Winter will appear with greater Strength and Beauty, .when the 

Poet 
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Ode XI. To Leuconoe. 

STRIVE «ot, Leucoaoe, to pry 
Into the fecret Will of Fate, 
Nor impious Magic vainly try, 

To know oar Lives' uncertain Date. 

Whether th' indulgent Power divine 

Hath many Seafons yet in ftore, 
Or this the lateft Winter thine, 

Which breaks its Waves againft the Shore, 

Thy Life with wifer Arts be crown 'd, 
Thy philter' d Winrs abundant poor ; 

The lengthen'd Hope wich Prudence bound 
Proportioned to the flying Hour ; 

Even while we talk in carekft Eafe, 
Oar envious Minutes wing their Flight * 

Inftant the fleeting Pleafure feiae, 
Nor trull to-morrow's doubtfal Light. 

Poet tells Leuconoe, that this, perhaps, may be the laft Year 
Ae (hall enjoy in an Houfe, which fhe hath built for Pleafure and 
for Vanity. This Criticifm is ftrongly fupported by the Word «p- 
fojttis, which feems to mean fame artificial Mounds to break the 
Force and Violence of the Sea. However the Lines are of no 
mean Beaut?, although this ingenious Conjecture fhould not ap- 
pear perfectly juft. 

6. Vina liquet.] The Antients ufed to philtrate their Wines 
to render them more foft and fmooth. Cau<^ 

8. Carpere diem.] The Days of Life are here compared to- 
Flowers, which are as fliort in their Duration, as they are plea* 
fing to the Senfe. The poetical Advice is to pluck them be- 
fore their Beauty and their Bloom be withered. 

D 3 Ode 
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Carmen XII. Hymnus ad Jovem. 

OUEM viruro, aut heroa, lyra, vel acri 
Tibia fames celebrare Clio ? 
Qucin Deum ? cojus rccinet jocofa 

Noxnen imago, 
Aut in umbrofis Heliconis oris, 5 

Ant fupcr Pindo, gelidovc in H&mo | 
Linde vocaletn tcmere infccutae 

Orphea fylvae, 
Arte macerna rapidos morantem 
Fluminum lapfus, celerefque ventos, 10 

Blaadum & auritas fidibus canori* 
Dueere quercus. 

Quid 

The Images of this Ode are great and noble, the Expreffiona 
bold and fublimc, the Verification chaftc and harmonious. The 
principal Beauty of it confifts in the Boldnefa of the De£gning» 
and the Art with which it is fupported. 

The Poem opens with the Praifes of Jupiter,, and the Godt 
who were defended from Him. The Heroes (who are all Ro- 
mans) are next introduced withtifce particular Strokes, which dfl"- 
tmguifh their Characters, and the Praife of Auguftus concludes 
theOde. 

We may here obfenre two great Excellencies, which are not 
frequently round together : An Exadnefs of Method, and an ani- 
mated Variety. There appears, at firft View, only a fimple Ac- 
count of Gods and Heroes y but there i* fuch an Abundance of 
Apoftrophes, Interrogations, Suipenfiont, Metaphors, Compori- 
fbris, Defcriptions, and Images $ indeed all the richeft Figures of 
Eloquence and Poetry, that the cold, methodical Account of 
Perlons and Things difappears under the Pomp of Ornaments, 
with which it is clothed. Nor does the Poet only openly rank 
Auguftus next to the greateft Characters of Antiquity, but feems 
to point out the Gods and Heroes as Examples worthy of his 
Imitation in the Wifiiom and Juftice of governing j in Fortitude 
and Firmnefs of Soul } in Courage and Temperance j in Severity 
of Manners, and Love of our Country.. If we do not confider 

the- 
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Ode XII. Hymn to Jove. 

WHAT Man, what Hero, on the tuneful Lyre, 
Or foarp-torTd Flute, will Clio chufe to raife 
Deathlefs to Fame r What God ? whofe hallow'd Name 

The fportive Image of the Voice 
Shall through the Shades of Helicon refound, 
On Pindus, or on Haemus ever cool, 
From whence the Forefts in Confufion wild 

To vocal Orpheus urg'd their Way ; 
Who by his Mother's Art, harmonious Mufe f 
With foft Delay could flop the falling Streams, 
And winged Winds ; with Strings of Concert fweet 
Powerful the McningOaks to lead. 

Clafmr 

the Ode in this View, it becomes a lefs affe&ing Piece of Flattery, 
and an artlefs numbering the greateft Gods of Heaven, and the 
moft mining Characters among Men. San. 

r Verf. i. S^uem virum.] The Poet in the Execution hath 
changed the Order, which he proposed in the Invocation. He 
begins with the Praifes of the Gods, as more ftriking and afle&- 
ing, that He may regularly proceed to thofe of Auguftoa, which 
are more interefling, and for which the Ode was principally writ- 
ten. Horace hath imitated the fecond Olympic of Pindar, which 
begins thus : 

'Av*£«4>op/&uJyiff vpVM 

Tita Qtov, rn"Hfu*, 

Tt'va$* <tvty<t x+KaMo-OfjM } 

What God, ye Hymns, that rule the Lyre, 

What Hero, fraught with heavenly Fire, 

Or on the many-founding String 

What matchlefs Mortal mall we fing ? D. 

The Order in Horace is more beautiful, as it is more natural. 

4. htaga.] The Greeks and Latins called Echo, the Image % 
and the Hebrews, The Daughter of the Voice, Dac*. ' 

7. Vocalem.] Thefe Lines are a beautiful Inftance, how hap- 
pily a DefcripUon may be introduced, when with a feeming Irregu- 
P 4 Ivtty 
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^6 Q^ Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. f. 

Quid prius dicam folitis Parentis 

Laudibus 3 qui res bom in urn, ac Deortim, 

Qui mare, ac terras, variifque mundura 15 

Tempcrat horis ? 
Unde nil majus generatur ipfo ; 
Nee viget quidquam fimile, aut fecundum $ 
Proximos illi tamen occupavit 

Pallas honores. 20 

Praeliio audax neque te filebo 
JLiber ; & faevis inimica virgo 
Belluis ; nee te, metuendc certa 

Phoebe fagitta. 
Dicam & Alciden, puerofquc Led??, aj 

Hunc equis, ilium fuperare pugnis 
Nobilem ; quorum fimul alba nautis 

Stella refulfn, 
Pefluit Taxis agitatus humor j 
Concidunt renti, fugiuntque nubes $ 30 

JEt miiax (fie Di voluere) ponto 

Unda recumbit. 

Rpmulum 

ferity and poetical Wildaefs it relieves the Heavinefs of a Nam- . 
tion, and awakens the Attention of the Reader. San. 

17. Unde nil majus generatur. 1 The Poet is not here reafoning, 
in a philofophica] Manner, on the Nature of the Godhead, but 
in the Language of Poetry aflerts, that Minerva is juftly pofleiTed 
of the next Honours to her Father. Nor is (he compared to Juno, 
or to her Uncle Neptune (who were certainly her Superiors in 
the Mythology of the Ancients) but to all the Children of Ju- 
piter, to Bacchus, Apollo, Diana, Hercules, Caftor and Pollux, 
who are the only Gods mentioned in the Ode. 

The Poet thinks it raifes the Glory of Jupiter, that He had 
never produced any Being, equal to his own Power, becaufe the 
Fates had declared if he indulged his Paffion for the Goddeis 
Thetis, he fhould beget a Son, who fliould turn him out of Hea- 
ven, as He had dethroned his Father Saturn* 

Nam- 
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Od. 12.' The Odes of Hora.ce. 57 

Claims not th* eternal Sire his wonted Praife ? 
Awful who reigns o'er Gods and Men fupreme, 
Who Sea and Earth and universal Globe 

With grateful Change of Seafons rules ; 
From whom no Being of fuperiour Power, 
Nothing of equal, fecoad Glory fpriogs. 
Yet firft of all his Progeny divine 

Immortal Honours Pallas claims J 
God jof the Vine in Deeds of Valour bold, 
Fair Virgin-Huntrefsof the favage Race, 
And Phoebus, dreadful with unerring Dart, 

Nor will J not your Praife proclaim. 
Alcides"* Libours, and fair Leda's Twins, 
Fam'd for the rapid Race, for Wreflling fam'd, 
Shall grace my Song j foon as whofe Star benign 

Through the fierce Temped (bines ferene, 
Swift from the Rocks down foams the broken Surge, 
Hufh'd fall the Winds, the driving Clouds difperle, 
And all the threatening Waves, fo will the Gods, 
Smooth fink upon the peaceful Deep. 

Here 

ttamfue fenex Tbttidi Prottus, Dea t dixerat, uttdte, 
Concipe s mater erii juveni, qui firt thus aftu 
ABa patrit tntuef, majtrque wdtiifur ilk. 
£rgo, tie auidquam mundui Jvot majut babtrtt, 
SQuamvit baud Upidas fub peihre fmferat ignis, 
Jupiter teauorea Tbnidit counukia vitat, 

OviD.BltfV, 

For hoary Proteus raptur'd fung— Conceive 
A Son, bright Goddefs of the briny Wave j 
In dauntlefs Deeds thine Offspring /hall afpire, 
In dauntlefs Deeds fuperiour to his Site : 
Then, left the World a better Choice approve, 
A greater Monarch than Imperial Jove, 
The God, though glowing with no feeble Flame, 
Avoids the Nuptials of the Sea-born Dame, It 
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9§ Q^Horatii Flacci Carmi-num tifc r. 

Jtomulum poll hos prius, an quietum 

Pompilr regnum memorem, an fu per bos 

Tarquini fafces, dubito, an Catonis %g 

Nobile lethum. 
Regulum, & Scauros, animaeque magna* 
Prodigum, Pceno fuperante, Paulum, 
Gratus infigni referam Cameni, 

Fabriciumque. 40 

Hone, & incomtis Curium capilhV 
Utilem. bello tulit, & Camillum. 
Saeva. paupertas, & avitus apto 

Cum lare fundus. 
Crefcit occulto velut arbor asvfr 4% 

Faraa Marcelli.. Micat inter ornne* 
Julium fidus, velut inter ignes, 

Luna minores^ 

Gentis 

33. "Kmuliim poft hosA We have in the following Lines the 
Hioft diftinguifhed Characters of the Roman Story. The Poet i» 
doubtful whether he /ball give the Preference in Fame to Romu~ 
lus, who founded the Monarchy of Rome J to Numa, who con- 
&rmed it by the Arts of Peace ; to Tarquinius Prifcus, who hav- 
ing conquered the People of Etruria, introduced the Ufage of the- 
Fafces, which added fuch Luftre and Majefty to the Empire j or 
to dato, who died in Defence of Liberty, in Oppofition to a fin - 
g le Magistrate. Nor mould we be forprifed, that Horace men- 
tions the Defenders of Liberty with 4b much Honour: Virgil 
hath done the fame in the fixth Book of his JEneid j and Cre- 
rautius Gordus, reciting, his Works to Auguftus, called Brutus 
and Camus, The laft of the Romans. It feems to have been an 
eftablifhed Maxim of that Emperor, to indulge to the People a- 
Freedom of expreffing in general their Sentiments concerning Li- 
berty, that they might be lefs fenfible of the Slavery, which was 
felling upon them. San. 

If we could venture with Mr. Cuningham and Sanadbn to read: 
Junii fafces, inftead'of Tarquini fafces, the Oppofition of Cha- 
racters in this Strophe would appear with greater Strength and 
Jkauty. We mould then fee the two great Founders of the Ro- 
man Monarchy oppofed to the two moftiealous AiTertors of Re- 
publican Government ;. Brutus, who opened the Age of Liberty,, 



y Google 



Od. 12. The Odes of Horace. 59 

Here flops the Song, doubtful whom next to praife* 

Or Romulus, or Numa's peaceful Reign, 
The haughty Enfigns oft Tarquinius' Throne*, 

Or Cato, glorious in his Fall. 
Grateful in higher Tone the Mufe (hall fing 
The Fate of Regulus, the Scaurian Race, 
And Paulus, 'midft the Wafte of Cannae's Field 

How greatly prodigal of Life ! 
Form'd by the Hand* of Penury fevere 
In Dwellings fuited jto their fmall Demaine, 
Fabricius, Curius, and Camillus rofe ; 

To Deeds of martial Glory rofe. 
Marcellus, like a youthful Tree of Growth 
Infenfible, high moots his fpreading Fame, 
And like the Moon, the feebler Fires among, 

Confpicuous mines the Julian Star, 

Satur- 

l»y the Expulfion of the Kings 5 and Cato, who by a voluntary 
Death determined not to furvive that Liberty, which he few waa 
on the Point of expiring under the Ufurpation of Caelar. 

41. Incomitii capillis.'] With Hair uncombed. The ancient Ro~ 
mans did not cut their Hair, as appears by their Statues. Tici- 
nu8 Menas in the Year 4*4 introduced the firft Barbers from Si- 
eiiy, who carried with them all the Refinements of their Art, 
fcch as perfuming the Hair, and curling it with hot Irons, called 
calamtftr*. But thefe were Arts, which Curius difdained, as 
proper only to infpire Sentiments of Luxury and Effeminacy. Da c. 

42. Tulit.J It was a Cuftom among the Romans to lay their 
new- born Infants on the Ground, and if the Father took them up, 
he was engaged to maintain and educate them. From this Cuf- 
tom, and the Phrafe ufed it in, Toller e puer urn, the Poet hath 
taken this Exprefiion, as if Poverty had educated Curius and Ca- 
millus as her Children* Dac. 

Afto cum LareA It was a frequent Saying of Curius, that He 
was a pernicious Citizen, who was not contented with feven Acres 
of Land. From hence the Poet fays, his Houfe was proportioned' 
to-the Extent of his Lands, nor larger than his Eftate. Dac. 

. 46. Fama Marcellt.'] Marcellus had been five Times Conful, 
and at the Battle of Kola convinced the Romans, that if Hanni- 
bal were not yet ©onauered, at leaft he was not invincible! He: 
V 6 was 
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Gentis hujnanx pater atque cuftos* 
Orte Saturno, tibi cura magni 50 

Caefaris fetis data : tu fecundo 

Caefare regnes. 
Ille feu Parthos Latio imraineotes 
Egerit juflo domitos triumpho : 
£ ive fubjedlos Orientis or* 55 

Sera* & Indos : 
Tc minor la:um reget xqnus oihem : 
Tu gravi curru quatics Olympum* 

Ta 

was called the Sword \ of the Roman People, but nothing raiies hi» 
Character fb "much as that Exclamation of Hannibal j Papa ! qtud 
hoc bomine facias, qui nee bonam nee malam fortwtam fcrre peteft. 
Solus net vi&or Jimt nos quiefcere, nee quiejeit ipfe viSut, Liv» 
Lib. 27. C. 14. 

If we understand thefe Words to have been applied to Marcel- 
his (who was Nephew,, Son-in-law, and adopted Son to Au- 
guftus) we mall find a very beautiful Opposition of Characters.. 
The Praifes of Marcellus are indeed finely imagined, but they are 
thrown into the Shade, and difguifed under Figures and Compari- 
fbns. They are oniy Hopes and Promifes of his future Glory. 
On the contrary, thofe of Auguftus appear in their ftrongeft 
Light, and are already real and perfect* Marcellus is. compared 
to a young Tree, and to a Star in the Night, but Auguftus is at- 
moft equalled to Jove himfelf. 

Horace fays that the Glory of the firft Marcellus, which was 
aJrnoft loft in a Length cf Time, now began to take new Life, 
and to increafe in his Defcendant. Young Marcellus is compared 
to a Tree, arifing from the iliuftrious Stock of the Perfon who 
routed Hannibal, and from thence tranfplanted into the Julian 
Family, where, by another beautiful Image, he becomes a Star,, 
whofe Luftre outfhines the Brightnefs of all the Raman Houfes, 
as the Moon is fuperiour to all the Lights of Heaven*. He inhe- 
rits the Name and Glory of the great Marcellus y He fupports the 
Reputation and Honour of his Anccftor, while at the fame Time- 
He Slews himfelf worthy of being the *Succeflbr of Auguftus* 
Thus the Poem rifes irom the Dead to the Living, from Mar* 
cellus to Auguftus, with an eafy and fpirited Tranfition. 

In a Profe Translation, the Senfe and Connexion will he thus* 

The Glory of the ancient Marcellus, far from being darkened 

fcy a Length of Time, gains new Luftie in. one of hie Defceodants,, 

* at 
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Od. ij. The Odes of Horace. 6l 

Saturnian Jove, Parent and Guardian God 
Of human Race, to Thee the Fates affign 
The Care of Caeftr's Reign ; .to thine alone 

Infcriour let his Empire rife ; 
Whether the Parthian's formidable Powers, 
Or far theft India's oriental Sons, 
With fuppliant Pride beneath his Triumph fall, 

Wide o'er a willing World (kill He 
Contented reign, and to thy Throne (hall bend 
Submiflive. Thou in thy tremendous Car 

Shalt 

as a young Tree rifes by infenfible Degrees to its full Strength and: 
Proportion. This new Light of the Julian Family mines among the 
nobleft Houfes of Rome, as does the Moon among the Stars. San* 

Although the Critic hath wrote thefe Notes with a great deal of 
Art, yet there teems a Refinement in them? not very natural to- 
the Simplicity of Horace ; befides, that two Images fo very diffe- 
rent in Kind cannot eafily be applied to the fame Perfos. Mar- 
cellus was indeed the Delight of the Roman People, and the Fa- 
vourite of Auguftus, yet we might juftly expett to find the Cha- 
racter of Julius Caefar, among the Heroes of the Roman Story $.. 
and the "Jutium fidut may naturally mean that Emperor, whether 
we confider the Expreflion in a poetical or an hiftorical Lght. 
Thus he rifes in true, real Glory, and fhines, without a Meta- 
phor, in the Appearance of his own Star, which was feen during 
seven Nights after his Death, and was believed to have b,een ap- 
pointed for his Dwelling, asfoonas he was received into the Num- 
ber of the Gods. Thus the Poem rifes more naturally from the 
Dead to the Living, and with no lefs Compliment to Auguftus. 

53. Partbos Latio imminentes.\ It hath been already obferved, 
that our Poet takes ail Opportunities of animating Auguftus to- 
revenge the Death of Crafius, and to recover the Glory of the 
Roman Arms by fubduing the Parthians, who were continually 
making Incurtions into the Provinces of the Republic. 

55. Oiientis cra»\ It is not eafy to fay how oris hath taken Po£» 
lemon of almoft all Editiongof our Author. It does not appear 
in the Manufcripts j it multiplies the Letter *, of which the Re- 
petition is already too frequent, and caufes a difagreeable Hifling. 

56. Te minor.] The Poem ends, as it began, with the Praife* 
W Jupiter. The Gonclufion is finely imagined k and all the Decen- 
cies of Character are preferved in it. The Poet, in the Epicu- 
rean Philofophy, makes the Gods themfelves depend upon the 
Xteftinic** by which the Aatients uadaftood a kind of mechani- 
cal 
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&z Q^Horath Flacci Carhinum Lib. I, 
Tu parum caftis inimica mittes 
Fulmina lucis. 

cal Neceflity, producing fucceflively all the Changes of the Uni- 
Terfc. Thefe Deftinies had commiffioned Jupiter to be the Tu- 
telary God of Auguftus, but when that Prince ihall have fub- 

4 dued 



Carmen XIII. Ad Lydiam. 

QUUM tu, Lydia, Telcphi 
Cervicem rofeam, & cerea Telephi 
Laudas brachia, vae, meum 

Fervens difficili bile tumet jecur. 
Tunc ncc mens mihi, nee color 5 

Certa fede manet ; humor & in genas 
Furtim labitur, arguens 

Quam lentis penitus macerer ignibos. 
Uror, feu tibi candidos 

Turparunt humeros immodicae mere* ^o 

Rixae ; five puer furens 

Impreffit memorem dente labris no tarn. 
Non, fi me fatis audias, 

Speres perpetuum, dulcia barbare 
Laden tem ofcula, qua; Venus 1 j 

Quinta parte fui nettaris imbuit. 
Felices ter, & amplus, 

Quos irrupta tenet copula ; nee malis 
Divulfis quaerimonii% 

Suprema cuius folvet amor die. 20 

It is probable by this Ode that Horace had quarrelled with Lydia 
for commending bis Rival Telephus, nor do we find tljat he was 
very fuccefsful in his Defire of being recone'led, until he had equally 
provoked her Jealoufy by his Pafiion for Chloe, Od. ix. B. 3. 

a. Cefvicem rofeam.'] We find this Epithet in Virgil, Et aver- 
tens rojea cerviu rvuulfit* The Latin* ufed the Words furfureut 

and 
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Shalt (hake Olympus' Head, and at our Groves 
Polluted, hurl thy dreadful Bolts. 

dued aH the Nations of the Earth, yet He ftall ftffl acknow- 
ledge the Superiority of Jupiter, and contented with the Govern- 
ment of the World fhall leave to Jove the Power of Thunder. Sa it. 



Ode XIII. To Lydia. 

AH ? when on Telephus his Charms, 
His rofy Neck, and waxen Arms, 
My Lydia*s Praife unccafing dwells, 
What gloomy Spleen my Bofom fwells f 
On my pale Cheek the Colour dies, 
My Reafon in Confufton flies, 

And the down-ftcaling Tear betrays > 

The lingering Flame that inward preys. 

I burn, when in Excefs of Wine 

He foils thofe fnowy Arms of thine. 

Or on thy Lips the fierce-fond Boy 

Marks with his Teeth the furious Joy. 
If yet my Voice can reach your Ear, 

Hope not to find the Youth fincere, 

Cruel who hurts the fragrant Kifs, 

Which Venus bathes with nettar'd Blifs.. "* 

Thrice happy They, in pure Delights 

Whom Love with mutual Bonds unices* 

Unbroken by Complaints or Strife 

Even to the lateft Hours of Life. 

and rcfeus to exprefs any kind of Luftre in a Beautiful Object,, 
without particular Regard to the Colour. Horace calls the Swans 
•f Venus purpureox olores, and Albinovanus Purpurea fub m've ter- 
wa. lattu Bracbia purpurti (andidiora nivc+ 

Odi 
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Carmen XiV. Ad Rempublicam. 

ON A V I S ! referent in mare te novi 
Fluclus ? Of quid agis ? forcfter occupa 
Portum. Nonne vides, ut 
Nudum remigio latus, 
Et mains celeri faucius Africa, 5 

Antennseque gemunt ; ac fine funibus 
Vix durare carinas 
Poffint imperiofius 
^Equor ? Non tibi funt intsgra lintea; 
Non Di, quositerum preflu voces malor f o 

Quamvis Pontica pinus, 
Sylvae filia nobilis, 

Ja&es 

In the Year 725 Augustus confulted his Favourites Maecenas an* 
Agrippa, whether he fliould refign the fovereign Authority. We 
have in Dion a Speech of Maecenas upon that Occafion, in which 
the Allegory of a Ship and the Republic is fo itrongly maintained, 
and hath fomethingfo extremely like this Ode, that probably the 
Poet took this Defignfrom thence as a Compliment to his illuftriou* 
Patron. 

In the Year 727 Auguftns began his feventh Confulfliip, with a? 
Rcqueft to the Senate, that they would difcharge him from an Of- 
fice, which his Infirmities could no longer fupport. This Difcourfir 
was formed with a. great deal of Artifice, and that Artifice made 
K fucceed. The Senators granted every thing he wiftied for, by 
denying every th ng he had pr» pofedj fo that Auguftus faw him- 
felt agreeably forced to hold that Power, which he was Co much a- 
fraid of lofing, and thus more ftrongly enflaved the Republic by a 
ipecious Ofter if Liberty. I n the Interval of thefe two Event* 
Jtne Confu.t*!. n of (XUvius with his Favourites, and his Declara- 
tion to the Senate) Horace wrote this Ode, in which h« endeavour 
to perfuade the Romans not to fuffrr that Prince to abandon th* 
?,l Z \T'X ' r th "- Em T pir f ' "owever, feveral Senators (either de- 
S!?bl'. Ulg l A nainaci ^^Oelaviu S ,or willing to beHew 

H e J, oblL V d C 7n C Tr ft r tC u e ^ b,i<h the *«P«*lican Government,. 
Vri^^l?^^™™ as he kn « w would fupport hii 
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Ode XIV. To the Republic. 

ILL-FATED Veffel f ftiall fhe Waves again 
Tempeftuous bear thee to the faithlefs Main ? 
What would thy Madnefs, thus with Storms to fport ? 
.Ah F yet with Caution feize the friendly Port. 
Behold thy naked Decks ; the Southern Blaft, 
Hark ! how it whittles through thy rending Mail ! 
Nor without Ropes thy Keel can longer brave 
The mining Fury of th* imperious Wave : 
Torn are thy Sails, thy Guardian Gods are loft, 
Whom you might call in future Tempefts toft. 
What though raajeftic in your Pride you flood 
A noble Daughter of the Pontic Wood, 

Yoo 

tfan remarks, that although the Suffrages were unanimous, there 
Was a great Diverfity of Sentiments. S a n, 

Verf. i. Novi fluftui.~\ The continual and dangerous. Agitation 
pf the Waves is finely compared to the violent Movements of a 
civil War, which was at that Time but a Year and half ended. S a n. 

2. SQuid agit f] Several of the Senators would gladly have the 
Republican Government reftored, while others thought the Good 
of the State required a fingle Mailer. The Choice was difficult 
and delicate. San. 

Fortiter qfcupa tortum.] This Port was the Tranquillity, which 
was riling under the Government of Oclavius. Cftuq.. 

8. Imperiofius aquor ?~\ The Beauty of this Epithet particularly 
tonfifts in its being a very natural Image of the Ambition of the 
Great, who would certainly have overturned the Republic, if not 
reft rained by the Authority- of Oclavius. Saw. 

io. Non Di.] In the plain Scnfe of the Words, thefe Deities 
were the Gods, whofe Statues were placed on the Stern of the Ship, 
which, being broken by the Tempefts, had loft its Tutelary Divi- 
nities. But in the figurative Senfe of the Words, we may under- 
ftand Oclavius himfelf, or the Guardian Gods of Rome* who had 
fupported him in all his Enterprises, and who would be offended if 
|ie were frittered to quit the Government. San. 

j I. Pontica Amu.] The Timber of the Pontic Wood was ex- 
tremely 
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66 Q^ Horatii Flacgi Carminum Lib- 1. 
Jades & genus, & nomen inutile ; 
Nil piftis timidus navita puppibus 

Fidit. Tu, nifi ventis ir 

Debes ludibrium, cave. 
Nuper folicitum quae mihi taedium, 
Nunc defiderium, curaque non levis* 
Interfufa nitentes 

Vites aequora Cycladas. 2© 

ireniely hard and durable ; yet the Poet fays, that the VeflTel bai i 
been fo maken by the late Tempeft, that /he ought not to be too 
confident of her Strength, although Jhe once grew in the Forefts of 
Pontus. Thus be infinuates to the Romans, that although the 
Republic feemed firm and unfhaken to thofe, who inclined to a po- 
pular Government, yet this pretended Strength could- not preferve 
her from the Misfortunes which threatned her, if Oclavius aban- 
doned her to their Guidance. San. 

14. Piffis fuppilws.] Befides the Statues of the Gods, the 
Sterns of their Ships were adorned with Paintings, and other Or- 
naments, which the Greeks called in general jicroftolia, and the 
Latins Apluflria* - Dag. 

Thefe Words feem to have fomewhat an Air of a moral Senti- 
ment \ That the Paintings, with which a Ship is adorned, are 
very little Security againfi a Storm, or 'very little Encouragement f# 
a frighted Mariner* Horace hath already told the Romans, that 
they ought not to be too confident of their Strength, and be adds, 
that they mould have but little Dependence upon the Opulence of 
the Republic. Luxury and Extravagance are in a State, what 
Paintings and Statues are in a Ship. Thefe vain Ornaments are 
as little Security to a State, when threatned with War, as to a 
Veflel, when menaced with Tempefts, or as to a Mftiner, who 
fails in her, §an. 

Timidus navita.} Dion tells us, that fome of the Senators 
thought themfelves happy under the Government of O&avius, and 
were -afraid of a Republican Government, as fubject to popular 
Diforders and Tumults, 

17. Nupet folicitum.'] The Poet expreiTes by folicitum tadium, 
that Sorrow and Anxiety, which he felt when he was engaged in 
the Party of Brutus. This Anxiety arofe not only from an Un- 
certainty of the Event, but from the Fatigues of the War, the 
Mifunderftanding of the Commanders, the Weaknefs of the Troops, 
and Inexperience of the Officers. But as foon as be had enjoyed 
the Security and Happineft of the Government of Augustus, he I 
regrets, with the utmoft Tendernefs and Affection, thofe Bleffings, 

which 
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You now may vainly boaft an empty Name, 
Or Birth confpicuous in the Rolls of Fame. 
The Mariner, when Storms around him rife, 

. No longer on a painted Stern relics. 
Ah ! yet take heed, left thefe new Tempcfts fweep 
In fportive Rage thy Glories to the Deep. 
Thou late my deep Anxiety and Fear, 
And now my fond Defire and tender Care, 
Ah! yet take heed, avoid thofe fatal Seas, 
Which roll among the fhining Cyclades. 

which the Republic was in Danger of lofmg by another civil Wa* 
This he cxpreffea by the Words, Defidmum, curaque non Irvit. 

Toa*. 
19. Inttrfufa nitenta.'} The Poet ftill purfues the Allegory, and 
*nder the Idea of a tempeftuous Sea represents the Dangers, which 
the Republic might juftly fear, if Oftavius were Suffered to refign 
*he Government. Nitentes means quamvis nitentes, and figures to 
w the flattering Hopes, which the Senators conceived, if they could 
-get the Government into their Hands. The Cyclades are a Num- 
ber of Iflands in the Mgtzn Sea, bounded with white Rocks, that 
snake an agreeable Appearance at a Diftance. Horace in another 
Place calls them fulgentesCyc/adas. Torr. San. 

It was neceffary to enlarge thefe Notes, becaufe many learned 
Commentators underftand the Ode in a plain, historical Manner. 
But if an Authority of Names ought to have any Weight, the 
Judgment of Quintilian is equal to the greateft. AUegoria, quam 
jnverfionew interpret amur t aliud verbis, (thud fenfu oftendit ; ac e- 
tiam interim contra num. Prius, ut O navis ! referent in mare te 
novi fluaus ? O ! quid agis ? Fortiter occupa portum. Totufqut 
etiam UleHoratii locus, quo navim pro republica, fiuBus & tempef- 
tates pro belli* civilibusj prtum pro pact & Concordia dicit. %/». 
1. 8. C 6. 
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Carmen XV. Nerei Vaticinium. 

PASTOR quum traheret per freta navibus 
Idaeis Helenen perfidus hofpitam ; 
Iograto celeres obruit otio 
Ventos, ut cancret fera 
Ne/cus fata. Mala ducis avi domum, J 

Q|4am multo rcpctet Graecia railite 
V Conjurata 

In the Vear 7*2. Antony fet fail with a numerous FdeefefrflBi^E- 
§ypt to Peloponnefus, intending to pais over into Italy with Cleo~ 
tmtra, and make his Country the Scene *>f a fecond civil War. 
EnAamed with a violent Paffion for that Princefs, afpiring to jm» 
thing Jefs than making her Miftrefs. of the Univerfe, and fapposted 
by the Forces of the Eaft, he declared War againft Oftavius. Ho- 
race therefore in a noble, and poetical Allegory, represents to An- 
tony the fatal Effects of fuch a Conduft, by proposing to him itho 
Example of Paris, and the ruinous Confluences, -which attended 
his Paffion for Helen. 

We are allured by Torrentius, that the beft and moftttuaest 
jManufcript he had feen, gave this Title to the Ode, Ad Alexin- 
4rum Par idem, fub cujus Ptrfona ertponit imminent!* btHa, from 
whence it appears, that the allegorical Manner of explaoiina; k is 
at leaft of ancient Date. Nor indeed could there be a mote essft 
Refcmblance of Characters, than between Antony and Parts $ 
Cleopatra and Helen. Antony and Paris were both famous for 
JLuxury and Effeminacy, and by a fatal Paifion for two foreign 
Queens brought a bloody and deftru&ive War on their Country, 
which ended not but with their own Ruin. . 

Dion tells us, that in the Year 722, there was an open Rupture 
between Oclavius and Antony, who had repudiated Oclavia : that 
O&avius reproached him with his Amour for Cleopatra, and his 
giving to Her and to her Family the richeft Countries in the Eaft : 
that many illuftrious Romans had deferted the Party of Antony, 
becaufe they were perfuaded, he intended to beftow the City of 
Rome to Cleopatra, and remove the Seat of the Empire to -dEgypt, 
The Hiftorian farther fays, that although Oclavius were deter- 
mined to declare War againft Cleopatra, yet he was unwilling to 
mention Antony by Name, that he might not exafperate thofe, 
who were enaged in his Party, or that he might make him the 

Aggreflbr, 
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Ode XV. The Prophesy of Nereus. 

WH E N the perfidious Shepherd bore 
The Spartan Dame to Afta's Shore, 
Nereus the rapid Winds opprefc'd, 
And calm*d them to unwilling Red, 
That he might fing the dreadful Fate, 
Which fhould the guilty Lovers wait. 

Fatal 

Aggreflbr, by thus obliging him to take Arms againil his Coun- 
try in Defence of an ^Egyptian Woman. Sa n. 

Verf. f . Pa/tor.] The Exactness of theComparifon appears even 
in the firft Word. Paris was by the Greeks and Latins called the 
Sbepberd, becaufe he was educated among Shepherds on Mount 
Ida. Antony was one of the Luperci, the Priefts of Pan, the God 
of Shepherds. San. 

TraberetJ] Paris did not go directly from Laceda-men to Troy, 
but in an Apprehenfion of being purfued failed to Cyprus, Phami- 
cia and ./Egypt. Thus Antony in his* Patfage from Alexandria to 
Peloponnefus carried another Helen through the fame Seas. This 
Criticifm gives us ail the Force of the Word tra beret, which fig* 
nifies lent a navigation drcumduccret. To a a* 

2. PerfidusA This Epithet agrees equally with the natural and 
allegorical' Senie. Paris had perfidioufly ftolen a foreign Princefs 
from the Court of her Husband, who had received him with all the 
Regards .of Hofpitality, Antony with equal Perfidy broke his Faith 
to Oclavia.by his Engagements to a foreign Queen. San. 

3. Inrrato.'] It is cufbmary among the Poets, that all Nature 
keeps Silence, when the Voice of a pod is heard j and here the 
Winds are filent in Refpect to Nereus,. although that God had no 
particular Power over them. As this Calm was contrary to the 
Defigns and Inclination of the RavUher, Mr. Sanadon thinks in . 
rrato ought to be applied to Paris, not to the Winds. The two 
Words obruit ttio give us an 'Image of the late Agitation of the 
Waves, and the Calm which fucceeded 5 the firft mews the Power 
of Nereus, the other the Obedience of the Winds. 

Hkinsivs* San, 

5. Malaavi.'] There is a remarkable Beauty in the Transition, 

I by which the Poet pafies at once from the Narration to the Speech 

! Of 
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70 Q^Horatii Flacct Carminum Lib. 
Conjurata tuas rumpere nuptias, 

Et regnum Priami vetas. 
Eheu, quantus equis, quantus adeft viris 
Sudor ! Quanta moves fun era Dardanas !• 

Genti ! Jam galeam Patlas, 3: aegida, 

Currufque, & rabicm parat. 
Nequicquam, Veneris praefidio ferox, 
Pedes caefariem, grataque foeminis 
Imbelli cithara carmina divides :, ij 

Nequicquam, thalamo graves 
Haftas, & calami fpicula Cnoffii 
Vitabis, ftrepitumquev & celerem fequi 
Ajacem ; tamen, heu ferus ! adulceros 

Crines pulvere collines. 20 

*Non 



•f Nereus. It would have been languid and feeble to have it in- 
troduced with— Thus be /poke, Dac. 
Ducis domum.] Antony intended to carry Cleopatra to Rome, as 
Paris carried Helen to Troy. S a n. 

7. Conjurata.] The Grecian Princes affembled at Aulis, where 
they formed the Defign of the Siege of Troy to revenge the Rape 
of Helen. The Words nuptia zaAnubere are fometimes equivo- 
cally understood, and are here ufed (at leaft by a God) in a very im- 
proper Senfe for the criminal Loves of Paris and Helen. An ancient 
Author, quoted by Cicero, pleafantly calls them nuptias itmuptas. 

San. 

8. Regnum Priami.] The Empire of the Trojans, and the Nup- 
tials of Paris, reprefent the Marriage of Antony in iEgypt, while 
Rome, like Greece, is rifing to revenge the Diihonour. San> 

11. Jam galeam Pallas.] In the Spirit of Poetry, the future 
Ruin of Troy is here defcribed, as if it were already prefent. The 
Goddefs of Wifdom and War is very happily introduced, Octavia 
had given fufficient Proof of her Wifdom in the Negotiations of 
the Triumvirate, and ihe now appears in all the Terrours of War, 
while the whole Weftern World is arming in her Quarrel. San. 

13. Veneris prafidio.] Cleopatra is , here reprefented under the 
.Character of Venus. The Court of that Princefs was the very 
Dwelling of Luxury and Pleafure, where Antony plunged himfelr* 
into the moft infamous Excefies. From hence the Poet raifes a 
juft and natural Allufion without doing Violenqe toHiftory. Pallas 
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Fatal to Priam's antient Sway 
You bear th' ill-omen *d Fair away, 

For foon mall Greece in Arms arife 

Deep-fworn to break thy nuptial Ties. 

What Toils do Men and Horfe fuftain ! 

What Carnage loads the Dardan Plain I 

Pallas prepares the bounding Car, 

The Shield and Helm and Rage of War. 
Though proud of Venus' guardian Care, { 

In vain you comb your flowing Hair ; 

In vain you fweep th' unwarlike String 

And tender Airs to Females fing ; 

For though the Dart may harmlefs prove 

{The Dart, that frights the Bed of Love) 

Though you efcape the Noife of Fight, 

Nor Ajax can o'ertake thy Flight, 

Yet (halt Thou, infamous of Luft, 

Soil thofe adulterous Hairs in Dull. 

Look 

was the Guardian of Menelaus, as Venus was the Prote&refs of 
Paris. JEqua Venus letter is, P alias ini qua fuit. Thus O&avia fup- 
ported Caefar, as Cleopatra appeared in Defence of Antony. San. 
15. ImbeUi citbard."] There is here a ftrong Refemblance of 
Characters. Plutarch tells us, that Antony lived at Samos in the 
laft Exceffes of Luxury, amidft the Delights of Songs and Mufick, 
-while the World around him was terrified with Apprehenfions of a 
civil War. £%uum univerfus orbis getnitibus lamentijque creparet, una 
per multoi dies infula tibiis Sf cantu perfonabst, ubi referta crant 
tbeatra certantibus ebon's. Bine navigavit Atbenas, ubi de integre 
effudit fe in ludos& fpeftacukt. 

Carmina divides.] This Manner of fpeaking hath given great 
Pain to the Interpreters, and Mr. Dacier confefles he is not fatis- 
fied with any of their Conje&ures. Whether it means any parti- 
cular Divifions in Mufic, or that a fine Voice and an Inftrument 
ikilfully touched can equally charm a whole Company as well as 
the Performers, is yet uncertain among the Commentators. 

17. Calami fpicula Crtoffii,"] It is probable, from this ExprelBon, 
that the Cretans, who were excellent Archers, infteadof Arrows 

made 
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yt Q^Horath Flacci Carminum Lib. I. 
Non Laertiaden, exitium tuae 
Gentis, non Pylium Neftora refpicia ? 
Urgent impavidi te Salaminius 

Teuccr, tc Sthenelus feiens 
Pugnse ; five opus eft iroperitare equis r 2J 

Non auriga piger. Merionen quoque 
Nofces. Ecce furit te reperire atrox 

Tydides melior patre ; 
Quern tu, cervus uti vallis in altera 
•Vifum parte lupum graminis immemor 3« 

Sublimi fugies mollis anhelitu, 

Non hoc pollicitus tux. 
Iracunda diem proferet Ilio 
Matronifque Phrygum clafiis AchilleT, 

Pofl 

made ufc of a kind of hard, flender, pointed Reeds, which grew 
in the Sands of their Ifland. Thus Ovid j Nee Gortimaco cakmt 
lew's exit ab arcu. . , San ; 

28. Tydides melior patre."] The Grecian Princes, who are named 
in thefe Lines, reprefent Oftavius and the Commanders of his Ar- 
my. Perhaps Tideus and Diomed were defigned for Julius Carlarand 
O&avius, who was his adopted Son. The Com parifon indeed doth 
not want Flattery, but it is the Flattery of a Poet to the Mafter 
of the World. # ***- 

31. Sublimi anbelitu.] They, who are panting for Breath, arc 
apt to raife their Heads, that they may breathe more freely. San. 

32. Non bee pollicitus tu*.] Ovid has prefcrved thefe Promifei 
in his Epiftle of Paris to Helen, 

Tinge tamen, fi vis, ingent confurgerc bcllum, 

Ei mi bifunt vires, & me a tela nocent. 
Nee plus Atrides animi Menelaus babebit, 
<%uam Paris, aut atmis anteferevdus erit. 
But grant the Trumpet mould to Battle found, 
I too have Courage, and my "Weapons wound. 
A greater Soul not Menelaus warms, 
Nor mines he more amid the Rage of Arms. D« 

33. Iracunda daffis,] Afinius Pollio was not only a Man of Let- 
ters, but poffeffed, in an eminent Degree, the Arts of Policy and 

• War. 
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Look back and fee v with furious Pace 
The Ruin of the Trojan Race 
Ulyfles comes h and fage in Years 
FamM Nellor^hoary Chief, appears.: 
Intrepid Teucer fweeps the Field* 
And Sthenelus, in Battle skiiPd ; 
Or skill'd to guide with flcady Rein, 
And pour his Chariot o-'cr the Plain. 
Undaunted Merion Aalt Thou feel, 
Vrfliie jTiontec* wirn * furious otcei. 
In Arms fuperiour to his Sire, 
Burns after Thtc with martial Fire. 
As when a Stag at Diftance fpies 
A prowling Wolf, aghaft he flies 
Of Pafture heedlefs, fo (hall you 
High-panting fly when they purfue. 
Not fuch the Promifesyou made, 
Which Helen's eafy Heart betray \L 
Achilles 1 Fleet with'fliort Delay 
Vengeful protracls the fatal Day, 

But 

* 

War. When the Dictator was killed, he commanded the Legions 
in Gaul, and after the Battle ef Pbarfalia carried on the War a* 
gainft Sextas Pompeius. Antony took pains to gain to his Party a 
Perfon of fuch Importance, who afterwards became one of his 
firmeft Supports. He intrufted him intirely with his Interefts at 
the Conference of Brundufiom in the Year 714, in which he dis- 
played all his Taleate for Negotiation. In the following Year he 
had the Honours of a Triumph for his Dalmatian Expedition, and 
afterwards continued in Italy, affecting a Kind of Neutrality be- 
tween the contending Parties, As this Conduit gave Q&avius great 
Uneafinefs, he made him feveral advantageous Offers, and defired 
tbat he would accompany him to Actium. Pollio fiercely return* 
cd this Anfwer 5 I have rendered fame confidcrable Services to An* 
tony, and my Obligations to Him are well known. Let me not be 
engaged in your Quarrel ; the Victory (hall determine who msft be 
my future Mailer. Mia in Antmium mojora mmta funt, Mm in 
Vol, I. % mc 
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f*> Q^HoR/ttrii Flacci Carminuiii. Lib. i. 
Poft certas hyemes urct Achaius 35 

Ignis Pcrgamcas domos. 

me benefcia natiora $ itaque difcrimini vefiro me fubtrabam, & er$ 

Srarda vifforis, Vell. Patercuj.us. This Anfwer was very 
trie fatisfa&ory to O&avius, who was apprehenfive, that Pollii 
defigned, when the two Fleets were at Sea, to pat himfelf at the 
Head of Antony *s Party in Italy, and to raife a powerful Drverfion 
in his Favour. This indeed never happened, but Appearances were 



Carmen XVI. Ad Tyndaridem, 

OM A T R E pulcra filia pulcrior, 
' Quem criminous cumque voles moduift 
Pones Yambis ; five flamraa, 
Sive mari libet Adriano. 
Non Liber aeque, non adytis quatit 5 

Mentem facerdotum incola Pythius, 
Non Dindyroene, non acuta 
Si geminant Corybantes sera 
Trifles ut irae ; quas neque Noricus , 
Deterret enfis, nee mare naufragum, 10 

Nee faevus ignis, nee tremendo 

Jupiter ipfe mens tamultu. 

Fertur 

This Ode in fome ancient Manufcripts has this Inscription, Ptf- 
■Jinodia Gratidia ad Tyndaridem amicam, Horace had written, when 
he was young, fome fevere Verfes on Gratidia, but being now in 
love with her Daughter, he gives them to her Refentment with a 
Submifiipn, which has perhaps more Poetry than Sincerity. It is 
formed in very loofe, Superficial Terms, with a Common-Place 
upon the Effects of Anger, which feems to be raifed with an affec- 
ted Pomp of Style. But whether his Repentance was falfe or real, 
we find in the next Ode, that it was not unfuccefsful. Da c. San. 

Verf. 2. Criminofis.] Crimen in the bcA Authors frequently fig- 
nifies Reproach and Slander \ Da c . 

5, Mn 
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Bat when ten rolling Years expire. 
Thy Troy (hall blaze in Grecian Fire. 

ftrong enough to form the Allegory, in which, under the Character 
of AchiJlcs, Pollio for fome time delayed the Fate of Antony, by 
the Apprehenfions, which he raifed in Auguftus. San. 

36. Ignis Perganuas doms.] This Reading is found in fome very 
ancient Manufcripts j the Meafure of the Verfe requires it 5 Mr. 
Cuningham and Sanadon have publiihed it in their Editions. 



Ode XVI. To Tyndaris. 

OTYNDARIS, whofe blooming Beauty warms 
The kindling Soul beyond thy Mother's Charms, 
Give to my bold Lampoons what Fate you pleafe, 
To wafting Flames condemned, or angry Seas. 
Yet oh ! remember, nor the Qod of Wine, 
Nor Pythian Phoebus from his inmoft Shrine, 
Nor Dindymene, nor her Priefts poffeft, ' 
Can with their founding Cymbals (hake the Breaft, 
Like furious Anger in its gloomy Vein, 
Which neither tempered Sword, nor raging Main, 
Nor Fire wide-wafting, nor tumultuous Jove 
Rulhing in baleful Thunders from a*bove 

Can 

5. Non Liber. 1 There is a very fenfiWe Confufion in the ufual 
Reading of thefe Lines, by dividing Cybele from the Corybantes, 
and twice mentioning her Priefts. The Tranfpofition of the Word 
Dindymene corrects the Difordersin the Language and Senfe of the 
Poet, which probably arofe from a Miftake of the firft Tranfcrib- v 
«fs. San. 

8. Si geminant."] Nor Bacchus,, nor Apollo, nor Cybele, nor 
her Priefts, although they doubly beat their founding Cymbals, can 
Aake the Soul, as does the Power of Anger. If we read Sic gmt- 
*<w, with the common Editions, the Conftru&ion muft fadly 
weak thc'Scnfe. Corybantu mnjtc gemtnant acuta *ra t ut trifin 
E % - ir* 

- 



76 Q^Horatii Flacci Carmikum Lib. r„ 
Fertur Prometheus addere priacipi 
Limo coa&us particulam undique 

Defe&atn, & infani leonis - 1 5 

Vim ftonracko appoTuflTe noftro. 
Iras Thyeften cxitio gravi 
Stravere ; ie altis urbibus ultimas 
Stetere caufae, cur perireot 

Funditus, imprimeretque muris 20 

Hoftile aratrum exercitus infolens. 
Compefce mentem : me quoque pe&ori? 
Tentavic in dulci juventa 
Fervor, & in celeres Yambos 
Mifit furentetn : nunc ego mitibus 25 

Mutare qoeero triftia, dam mihi 
Fias recantath arnica 

Opprobriis, anim&mque reddas. 

ira geminant acuta ara. The ExprciTion geminate *ra, is the 
fame with era repercutere, or as Lucretius exprefleth it, *?ra eeri- 
bus puljare, and Statins gemina *ra finant. The Glory of this 
Correction, in Mr. Sanadon's Language, is due to Rodellius. 

20. Imprimeretque muris.] It was a Cuftom among the Romans 
to drive a Plow over the Walls of a City, which they deftroyed, to 

figwfy 



Carmen XVII. Ad Tyndaridem. 

VE L O X amotnum fepe Lucretilem 
Mutat Lycaeo Faunas, & igneam 
Defendit aeftatem capellis 

Ufque meis, proviofque ventos. 

Ixnpune 

The Beauties of Language in this Ode are of no mean Character. 

Igneam defendit afiatem capellis, pluviofyue ventos, Olentis uxoret 

mar it i, Martiaks lupus, Ufiica cuhantis. Ruris bonorum. . La- 

hmvsu in «w, Male difpari. Vitamin* Green* Some of 

thefo 
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Can tame to Fear. Thus fings the Poet's Lay,— ■ 
Prometheus to inform his nobler Clay 
Their various Paffions chofe from every Bead, 
And nVd with Lyon-Rage the human Bread. 
From Anger dire the Tragic Honours rofe, 
Which crufh'd Thyeftes with a Weight of Woes ; 
From hence proud Cities date their utter Falls, 
When infolent in Ruin o'er their Walls 
The wrathful Soldier drags the hoftile Plow, 
That haughty Mark of total Overthrow. 

Me too the Heat of Youth to Madnefs fir'd, 
And with Iambic rapid Rage infpir'd : 
But now repentant (hall the Mufe again 
To fofcer Numbers tune her melting Strain, 
So Thou recall thy Taunts, thy Wrath comrouf, 
Refume thy Love, and give me back my Soul. 

fignify that the Ground, upon which it flood, ihould be for ever 
employed in Agriculture. Tor*. 

24. CeUres sam6os.'\ The Poet calls this Kind of Verfe fwift, 
or rapid, becaufe the fir ft Syllable of each Foot was (hort, by which 
the Cadence was quicker. From this Rapidity it feemed moft na- 
tural to exprefs the violent Spirit of Satire. Sa n. 



Ode XVIL To Tyndaris* 

PA N from Arcadia's Heights defcends 
To vifit oft my rural Scat, 
And here my tender Goats defends 
From rainy Winds, and Summer's fiery Heat ; 

For 
thefe Exprefllons are too bold for our Language. The reft the 
Tranflator hath endeavoured to preferve. 

Horace having by the laft Ode made his Peace with Tyndaris, 

now invites her to his Country- Seat, and offers her a Retirement 

£ 3 and 
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78 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. i. 
Irapune tatum per nemus arbutos £ 

Quserunt latentes, Se thy ma devias 

Olentis uxores mariti ; 
Nee virides metuunt colubras, 
Nee Martiales hoedule* lupos ; 
Utcumque dulci, Tyndari, fiftula IO 

Valles, & Ufticae cubantis 
Levi a perfonuere faxa. 
Di me tuentur : Dis pietas mea, 
Et mufa cordi eft. Hie tibi copia 

Manabit ad plenum benigno ' 1 5 

Ruris honorum opulenta coma. 
Hie in reducla valle, Caniculae 
yitabis seftus, 8c fide Teia 

Dices laborantes in uno 

Penelopen, vkreamque Circen. 2$ 

Hie innocentis pocula Lefbii 
Duces Tub umbra ; nee Semeleius 

Cum Marte confundet Thyoneos 
Praelia ; nee metues protervum 

Sufpeaa 
and Security from the Brutality of Cyrus, who had treated her with 
an unmanly Rudcnefs and Cruelty. CauQj. 

7. Oksttis uxores mariti.'] This is one of the Beauties peculiar to 
the Greek and 4 Latin Tongues, which can never be preferred in a 
Tranihtion. The fVivet of the fetid Husband were an Exprefiion, 
perhaps, hardly decent in Engliih Poetry. Such is the Genius of 
Languages. 

9. Martiales lupos.] Wolves were confecrated to Mars, and 
under his Protection, becaufe they lived upon Spoil and Rapine. 

Tor*, 

18. Tide Tela.] As Tyndaris is diftinguiflied by her Love of Ma- 
fic and Poetry, this Ode muft have been extremely fuited to her 
Tafte. There is not only a natural Elegance in it j the Images and 
Expre/fions are not only lively, and beautiful, but the Poet feema 
to point out the Story of Ulyfles, as a Subject proper to infpire 
her wfth the tendereft Sentiments. He feems to direct her in the 
Manner of composing a Song by an Oppofition of Penelope's Chaf- 
tity to the Frailty of- Circe. Such is the Meaning of the Word 
vit&a, by which the glaffy Frailty of the Miftrcfs is compared (if 

we 

- 
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For when the Vales widespread ing round, 

The (loping Hills, and poIifVd Rocks 
'With his harmonious Pipe refound, 

In fearlefs Safety graze my wandering Flocks $ 

In Safety through the woody Brake 
The latent Shrubs and Thyme explore, 

Nor longer dread the fpeckled Snake, 

And tremble at the martial Wolf no more. 

Their Poet to the Gods is dear, 

They love my Piety and Mufe, 
And all our rural Honours here 

Their flowery Wealth around Thee (hall diffufe. 

Here fhall You tune Anacreon's Lyre 

Beneath a fliady Mountain's Brow, 
To fing frail Circe's guilty Fire, 

And chafte Penelope's unbroken Vow* 

Far from the burning Dog-Star's Rage 
Here fhall Vou quaff our harmlefs Wine ; 

Nor here (hall Mars intemperate wage 

Rude War with Him, who rules the jovial Vine. 

Nor 

w* may ufe the Expreffion) to the adamantine Constancy of the 
Wife. In another Place Horace writes, Vitrea forma, and Pub. 
Skns, Vitrea fortvna. Ron el. San. 

Mr, Barnes, in his Edition of Anacreon, fancies that Tyndaris 
was famous for finging an Ode of that Poet upon this Subject, of 
whkh he laments the Lofs. 

UlyfTes is thus defcribed by Ovid : 

Nonfirmoftu erat, fed erat facundut Vlyffet t 

Et tamen xquoreai torfit amove Deas, 
For Eloquence, not Beauty, was he fam'd, 
And yet with Love the iea-born Nymphs enflam'd. 
a i* Innocent ii Labii.'] In Athenseus this Wine is called ojva^ov, 
winulum, the little JVine, to which Bacchus gave driMiar, an In- 
nocence and Immunity from Drunkennefc. Lamb. 
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Sufpedta Cy rum, ne male difpari 25 

Incontincntes injiciat manus, - 
JEt fcindat haerentem coronam 
Crinibus, immeritamque veftem. 



Carmen XVIII. Ad Varum, 

NULLAM, Vare, facra vite prills fcveris arboren* 
Circa mite folum Tiburis, & mania Catili ; 
Siccis omnia nam dura Deus propofuic ; neque 
Mordaces aliter diffugiunt folicitudines. 4 

Quis poll vina gravem militiam, aut pauperiem crepat ? 
Quis non te potius, Bacche pater, tequef decens Venus ? 
At ne quis modici tranfiliat munera Liberi, 
Centaurea monet cum Lapithis rixa fuper mero 
Debellata : monet Skhoniis non levis Evius, 
Quum fasatque nefas, exiguo fine, iibidinum IO 

Difcernunt avidi. Non ego te, candide Baffareu, 
Invitum quatiam ; nee variis obilta frondibus 

Sub 
r This Ode is an Imitation of one written by Alcaeus upon the 
lame Subject, and in the fame Kind of Verfe. The firft Line is 
almoft an exact Tranflation. 

It is remarkable, that the Poet begins with great Calmriefs to de- 
scribe the fatal Confequences, which attend our Exceflcs in Wine* 
He then fuddenly falls into a poetical Diforder, which feems almoft 
natGral to his Subject, and which breaks forth into ftronger Ideas, 
figurative Expreffions, and a Style broken and unconnected. Thus 
the Difference of the two Characters, which divide this Ode, is* not 
the meaneft of its Beauties ; and the Tranfition from one to the 
other is natural and well conducted; Dac. San. 

Verf. 3. Propofuit.] The God propofeth to tfs a Choice of the 
la ft Importance. We tnufi drink, or refofoe to bear ail the Anxie- 
ties of Life* "Orat Baxxps ita'faQn 'iufuri fccpi/uv*«. When Bacchus 
•enters, our Cares are aiteep. ' Anacrion. 

XI. Avidi. '± Immoderate, infatiab!*. The Thracians in their 

Debauches 
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Nor Cyrus 9 bold Sufpicions fear ; 

Not on thy Softnefs (hall he lay 
His defperate Hand thy Clothes to tear, 

Or brutal faatoh thy feftal Crown away. 



Ode XVIII. To Varus. 

ROUND Catilus' Walls, or inTibur's rich Soil, 
To plant the glad Vine be my Varus' firft Toil j 
For God hath propos'd to the Wretch, who's athirft, 
To drink, or with Heart-gnawing Cares to be curft. 
Of War, or of Want, who e'er prates o'er his Wine ? 
For 'tis thine, Father Bacchus, bright Venus,' tis thine, 
To charm all his Cares ; yet that no one may pafs 
The Freedcftn and Mirth of a temperate Glafs, 
Let us think on theLapithae's Quarrels fo dire, 
And the Thracians, whom Wine can to Madnefs infpire ; 
Infatiate of Liquor when glow their full Veins, 
No Diftindion of Vice, or of Virtue remains. 

Great God of the Vine, who doft Candour approve^ 
I ne'er will thy Statues profanely remove ; 
I ne'er will thy Rites fo myfterious betray 
To the broad glaring Eye of the Tale-telling Day. 

Oh! 

Debauches know not any other Bounds to their Defires than their 
Paffions, which ufualJy make little Difference between Good and 
Evil. Quia funt avidi, ideofat atque nefas difcernunt exigue fine 
libidinum. San* 

Non ego te t Baffareu, &c.}Thi» poetical Sally is admirable $ yet, 
fudden as it is, does not tranfport the Poet out of his Subject. He 
proposes to praclife that Moderation, which he recommends to 
others, and intreacs the God not to abandon him to the Vices, 
with which he afflicts them, who profane his Benefits by a facrile- 
gious Abufe of them. *> * v » 

32. guatiam.l This Word is metaphorically taken from a Curtom 
E 5 of 
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Sub divum rapiam. Saeva tcne cum Berecy nthio 
Cornu tympana, quae fubfequitur csecus amor fut, 
Et tollens vacuum plus nimio gloria verticcm, 15 

Arcanique fides prodiga, pcllucidior vitro. 

©f the Ancients, who in their feftival Days removed the Statues of 
their Gods from the Place in which: they ufually flood, and carried 
them io Proccffion. This they called commrvere facra. 

Variis obfita frondibus.] This Expreffion is likewifc taken from 
a Cuftom, obferved in the Feafts of Bacchus and Ceres. When 
they carried the Statues of thefe Deities in Proceffion, they car- 
ried Baikets alfo covered with Vine-Leaves and Ivy. The follow- 
ing Words fub divum rapere do not mean to difcover or open thefe 
Baikets, but to take them out of their Chappels, and carry them 
in Proceffion. This will appear to be the Senfe by explaining the 
Allegory. They, who drink with Moderation, are like the Per- 
fons, who celebrate, witleut Trouble or Noife,fome little Feaft of 
Bacchus ; on the contrary, they, who drink to Excels, may be com- 
pared to the Bacchanals, who celebrate the grand triennial Feftival, 
and at tbefirft Sound of the Timbrels and Cornets hurry away the J a- 
cred Bajkets and Statues of the Gods out of their Temples, and as if 
they were infpired carry them to the Mountains, where they commit 
all Kinds of Extravagance. Da c » 

• 23. Sarva tene,] Horace in a Kind of poetical Rapture fancies 
he beholds the God ready to give the Signal, whofe Sound fliould 
infpire his Votaries with Madnefs. 

Ubi audito fiimutant Trieterica Baccho 
Orgia. VrsiG, 

As the Timbrels and Cornets, which were founded in the Feftivals 
of Bacchus, were likewife ufed in the Feafts of Cybele, Horace 
calls them Berecynthian, from- the Name of a Mountain in Phry- 
gta, where that Goddefs was worshipped. San. 

It may not perhaps be difagreeable to fliew how two other great 
Poets, Lucretius and Catullus, have written upon the fame Sub- 
ject, and defcribed thefe Feafts of Bacchus. 

Tympana tenta finant palm's, & cymbala circum 

Concava, raucijonoque minantur comua cantu, 

Et Pbrygio ftimulat numero cava tibia menus , 

Tebquc praportant vioUnti^gnafurviu Lu c R.X T. 
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Oh f flop the load Cymbal, the Comeths Alarms, 
Whofe Sound, when the Bacchanals Bofom it warm*, 
Aroufes Self-love by BHndnefs mifled, 
And Vanity lifting aloft the light Head, 
And Honour of prodigal Spirit, that (hows, 
Tranfparent as Glafs, all the Secrets it knows. 

The Timbrels beaten by their Hands refoand, 

And hollow Cymbals fill the Void around j > 

The threatning Horn its hoarferMufick winds, 

The Pipe with Phrygian Meafure flings their Minds j 

And now the Rout wi th .Violence engage, 

Portend their Weapons, and exprefe their Rage. D. 

•—Lympbata mentefurebant, 

Evoe bacchantes, Evo'i capita injleclentes. 

Pars te#a quatitbant cufpide Tbyrfis^ 

Pars obfeura cavis celebrabant Orgia cifiis, 

Orgia, quafruftra cupiunt audi re prof ani. 

Plangebant alii proceris tympana palmis, 

Aut tereti tenues tinnitus a*re ciebant, 

Multi raucijonis effiabant cornua b$mbis f 

Barbaraque borribili ftridebat tibia cantu. Q A T V 1 1 

The fprightly Train in frantic Mirth incline 

Their Heads infpir'd, and hail the Power divine. 

The Rites begun, fomc ftookthe myftic Rod 

And Ivy Wreath, dread Enfign of the God. 

Some far, far diftant from the Crond profane 

In dark Retreats renewed their Orgic Strain. 

Others the Timbrels beat in Peals profound, 

Or gently breathe the fcriller Trumpet- Sound, 
* While Horns in hoarfe refunding Blafts confpire, 

And barbarous Pipes affright the jarring Quire. i>, 

it P 'J l ^ or c v ^'l I* Allufion to the white tranfparent Robe 
with which the Statues of this Goddefs were clothed : thus in in! 
other Ode albs ve/at* panny, * 
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Carmen XIX. De Glycera. 

'ATER faeva Cupfdinum, 
Thcban^que jubet me Semeles puer, 



Et lafciva Licentia 

Finitis animum reddere amoribus. 
" Urit me Glycerae nitor 

Splcndentis Pario marmore purius.: 
Urit grata proter vitas, 

Et vultus nimium lubricus afpicu 
In me tota ruens Venus 

Cyprum defefuit; nee patitur Scythas, ! 10 

Et verfis animofum equis 

Parthum dicere ; nee quae nihil attinent. 
Hie vivum mini cefpitem, hie 

Verbenas, pueri, ponite, thuraque 
Bimi cum patera meri : i$ 

Maftata veniet lenior hoftia. 

There is fomething very pretty in the Manner with which the 
Poet renews his Addrefles to a fotfaken Miftrefs, by telling Her that 
three Deities, Venus, Bacchus, and Licentia, had commanded him 
to love her again. 

Verf. i. Mater fava CupidinumA The cruel Mother of the. Loves, 
The Heathens were very little exact in the Genealogy and Fables 
of their Gods. Plato fays there were two GoddefTes called Venus, 
one Old, the other Voung. Ovid calls Venus geminorumjnater A- 
morum. Paufanias gives her three Sons, Love, Pleafure, and De- 
fire j and in Lucian, me tells Paris that me has two fine Children, 
Pleafure and Love. 

6. Sphfidentii Pario.] This Idea feems to have been taken from 
fome ancient Stajtue, fo bright, as that the Eye could not look up- 
on it long and fteadily. Pliny mentions a Hecate in the Temple of 
Diana at Ephefus, and fays, the Priefts advifed the People to be 
cautious of looking at it too earneftly 5 fo ftrong was the Luftre of 
the Marble, tanta marmoris radiatio eft, SpzncxPolymztis. 

7. Urit grata protervitas.] Perhaps there are not Words in the 
Englifh Tongue, which can give the full Beauty of this Exprefiion. 
There is a PafTage not unlike it in P«t*^»iu* Arbiter j Qculorunt 
fuojue mbilis petukntia. % 
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Odil XIX. On Glycbra. 

VENUS, who gave the Cupids Birth, 
Ami the reMeft God of Wine, 
With the gay Power of wanton Mirth, 
Now bid my Heart its Peace refign ; 
Again for Glycera I burn, 
And all my long-forgotten Flames return. 

As Parian Marble pure and bright 
The mining Maid my Bofom warms ; 

Her Face too dazzling for the Sight, 
Her fweet coquetting — how it charms ! 

Whole Venus rafting through my Veins 
No longer in her favourite Cyprus reigns ; 

No longer fuffers me to write 

Of Scythian fierce in martial Deed, 
Or Parthian urging in his Flight 

The Battle with reverted Steed ; 
Such Themes ihe will no more approve, 
Nor aught that founds impertinent to Love. 

Here let the living Altar rife 
AdornM with every Herb and Flower; 

Here flame the Incenfe to the Skies, 
And pureft Wine's Libation pour ; 

Due Honours, to the Goddefs paid, 
Soft finks to willing Love the yielding Maid. 

15, SimJmeri,'] When the Poet determines to drink a fober, 
chearful Bottle with Thaltarchus, He calls for four-year-oldWint, 
that was mellowed with Age > but in a Sacrifice to Venus, the Wiae 
muil be of newer and more heady Spirit, as more fuitable to the 
Temper of the Goddefs. 

1 6. MaBati.'] In the firft and pureft Ages of the W.orld, Fruits, 
Flowers, and Herbs were offered in Sacrifice* to the Cods. The 

Romans 
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Romans preferred this innocent Piety only in Regard to Venus, 
whom they worfliipped as the Goddefs and Parent of Life, Genitrix, 
and therefore thought it impious to offer her any living Victim, 
Other Nations facrificed to her a PkJgeon, a Sow, and an Heifer. 
L*nior.]Thc Commentators are much divided in their Conjectures, 

whether 



Carmen XX. Ad Mjecenatem. 

VILE potabis modicis Sabinura 
Cantharis, Grseca quod ego ipfc tefla 
Conditum levi ; datus in theatro 

Quum tibi plaufus, 
Clare Maecenas eques, ut pater ni 5 

Fluminis ripae, fimul & jocofa 
Redderet laudes tibi Vaticaoi 
Montis imago. 

Qecubam, 

Whatever Pleafures Horace round in his Country-Seat, it was 
very ill fituatcd for a Poet, who waMfjrno means an Enemy to a 
Glafs of good Wine. He therefore^ tells his iJluftriouyGueft, who 
was ofed to the richeft Wines of Greece and Italy, that hie had 
none but of the Sabine Growth, and feeras to make the frank 
Confeflion, that Maecenas might either be contented with what 
he found, or rather that he mould bring better from Rome. San. 

Verf. 1. Modicis cantharis.'] The Poet doth not mean that Mae- 
cenas mail drink out of fmallCups, but rather that he (hall drink 
but little tmdtupttabit although his Cups be large. The Cantha- 
rus was properly the Cup of Bacchus, from whence we may be- 
lieve it was not afmalJ one j and Virgil calls that of SWcnus gravis. 
We muft explain the Words modicis cantharis by the vile Sabimim, 
to which the beft Invitation was that of drinking it fbberly. Bibes 
cantharis fed modicis* Sam. 

2. Gracd tef.d.] The Ancients put their Wine into earthen Vef- 
fels, and as they fent from Greece to Italy none but of the moft ex- 
QOinte Kinds, the Poet fays, he had racked his Sabine Wine into a 
Grecian Cask, that he might correct the bad Qualities of it. Sa n. 

3. Levi.] When the Antients filled their Casks, they doled 
them with Wax, Pitch, Gum, or Phufter, and although the 
Sabine Wine was by no means worthy of fr much Care, yet 

a at 
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whether this Epithet mould be applied to Venus or Glycera. In the 
Beginning of the Ode Horace feems to complain of the wanton Cru- 
elty protervitai of Glycera, and it is perhaps a Wi(h fitter for a Poet, 
that his MiArefs would grow kind and gratify hit Paffion, than that 
the Goddeis would coldly teach him to get the better of it. 



Ode XX. To Maecenas* 

A Pott's Beverage, humbly cheap 
(Should great Maecenas be my Gueft) 
The Vintage of the Sabine Grape, 

Bat yet in fober Cups (hall crown the Feaft : 

'Twas rack'd into a Grecian Caik, 

Its rougher Juice to melt away, 
I feaFd^it too— *a pleating Task ! 

With annual Joy to mark the glorious Day, 

When in applaufive Shouts thy Name 

Spread from the Theatre around, 
floating on thy own Tiber's Stream, 

And Echo, playful Nymph, return'd the Sound. 

From 

as Msecenas at that Time had received fome remarkable Ap- 
plaufe iff the Theatre, the Poet preferred on his Veflcls the Re. 
snembrance of a Day fo glorious to his Patron. This little Cir- 
cumstance hath in it Jbmething extremely delicate and artful. 

San. 

c. Clan covet.] This Reading is authorifcd by an antient Ma. 
noicript,and by one of the firft Editions. TheExpreffion is ftronger 
than the ufual chart efves, and more fui table to the Pomp, with 
which the Poet mentions this Appiaufe of the Roman People. 

• Bint. 

Patent JluminitJ] It feems as if Horace could not find a more 
glorious Epithet for the Tiber than this, which calls it, the River 
of Msecenas his Ancestors. They came originally from Etruri*, 
where the Tiber hath its Source. S a n * 
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Caecubam, & praelo domitam Caleno 
Tu bibes uvam : meanec Falernae 10 

Temperas t vhe*, Deque Fprmiani 
Pocula coll«5. 

9. Cacubam.'] Martial has given us a Character of the Caecu- 
bian Wine and a beautiful Defcriptlonof the. Vintages 
Cacuba Fundanis generofa coquuntur Amyclis, 
Vitii 6P in media nata f>a!ude*viret. 

Lib. 13. Epigram. 115, 

Caecuhian 



Carmen XXII. Ad Aristium Fuscum. 

INTEGER vitae, fcelerifque purus 
Non eget Mauri jaculis, neque arcu, 
Nee venenatis gravida fagittis, f 

Fufce, pharetra ; 
Sive per Syrtes iter aeftuofas, " * £ 

Sive faclurus per inhofpitalem 
Caucafum, vehquae loca fabulofus 

Lambit Hy da fpes : 
Namque me fylva lupus in Sabina, 
JDum meam canto Lalagen, & ultra 10 

Terminum curis vagor expeditis, 
Fugit inexmem ; 

Quale 

The Reader may And the Twenty-firil Ode in the Carmen So- 

culare. 

Although the Poet feems to have been in Love with Lalage, yet 
he had too much Friend/hip for Ariftius to be his Rival. He 
therefore begins this Ode with a Profeflion of his Innocence, and 
Integrity of Manners, to convince Ariftius that he ought not to be . 
jealous even while He is praiiing his Miftrefs. Dac. 

Verf. 1. Integer vita.] The firft Caufe, to which the Poet at- 
tributes his Prcfervkion, is the Innocence and Integrity of his 
Life 5 and he is of too carelefs and unaffected a Character to be 

fuf- 
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From the Caecubian Vintage preft 

For you (hall flow the racy Wine * 
But ah ! my meagre Cup's unbleft 

With rich Formian, or Falernian Vine* 

Caecubian Wine in fam'd Aniyche flows, 
Amidft a Lake the blooming Vintage glows. 
10. Tu bibes wuanu] The Senfe of thefe Lines, as far as the 
Poet hath exprefied it, lies thus, My Wine is very bad, however 
you /ball drink the ricbeft Juice of the Grape, but remember I bavt 
it not* Is not this indire&ly to tell Maecenas, if he intended to 
drink good Wine he muft bring it with him ? There is the fame 
poetical Invitation to Torquatus in the Epiftlet. San. 



Ode XXII. To Aristius Fuscus. 

THE Man, who knows not guilty Fear, 
Nor wants the Bow, nor pointed Spear, 
Nor needs, while innocent of Heart, 
The Quiver teeming with the poifon'd Dart, 

Whether through Lybia's burning Sands 
His Journey lead§, or Scythia's Lands, 
Inhofpitable Wafte of Snows, ... 

Or where the fabulous Hydafpes flows : 

For mufing on my lovely Maid 
While carelefs in the Woods I ftray'd, 
A Wolf— —how dreadful— — crofs'd my Way, 
Yet fled- « J ie fled from his defencelefs Prey : 

No 

fufpected of Iniincerity, whatever were his Epicurean Principles. 
With the word fpeculative Opinions a Man may be morally honeft 
and virtuous. 

3. Venenatis fagittis.\ The Africans were obligecUo poifon their 
Arrows, to defend them from the wild Beads, with which their 
Country was infefted. This Poifon was a Mixture of Viper's aad 
human Blood, and Pliny tells us it was incurable. D Ap . 

II. Cutis 
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Quale portentum neque militaris 

Daunia in latis alit aefculetis; 

Nee Jubse tellus general, leonum 15 

Arida nutrix. 
Pone me pigris ubi nulla canipis 
Arbor aeftiva recreatur aura ; 
Quod latus mundi nebulae, malufqae 

Jupiter urget : ac 

. Pone fub curru nimium propmqui 
- Solis, in terra domibus negata ; 
Dulce ridentem Lalagen amabo, 

Duke loquentem. 

ii» Cutis expeditis."] Lambinus fays he has taken this Reading 
vpon the Faith and Authority of all the ancient Copies, except the 
Faemian. Torrentius, Cuningham, and Sanadon have received it 
as a more poetical and elegant Expreffion than the nfual curis ex- 
ftditus* Quidjolutii eft foatius (uriu Ca t a l t. 

23. Dtdct 



Carmen XXIII. Ad Chloen. 

VITAS hinnuleo me fxmilis, Chloe 
Quaerenti pavidam montibus aviis 
Matrem, non fine vano 
Aurarum & fyliiae metu : 
Nam, feu mobilibus vepris inhorruit j 

Ad ventum foliis, feu virides rubum 
Dimovere lacertae, 
Et corde, &genibus tremit: 

Atqui 

Tranflated by Dr. Dunkik. 
Verf. 5. Fepris inbermit.'] The Trembling of the Leaves a 
prettily exprefled by the Word Hwrour, inhorruit 3 an Expreffion 
however too bold for a Tranflation. 

We 
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No Bead of fuch portentous Size 

In warlike Daunia's Forefb lies, 

Nor fuch the tawny Lion reigns 
Fierce on his native Africk's thirfty Plains. 

Place me, where never Summer Breeze 
Unbinds the Glebe, or warms the Trees ; 
Where ever-lowering Clouds appear, ' 
And angry Jove deforms th' inclement Year : 

Place me beneath the burning Ray 
Where rolls the rapid Car of Day j 
Love and the Nymph (hall charm my Toils* 
The Nymph, who fweetly fpeaks and fweetly (miles. 

2.3. Duke ridtntm, dmlee loyutntm.] Thefe Words ire a Ton- 
nation of two very beautiful Lines in as Ode of Sappho, which it 
rendered into Eogtiih by Mr, Philips with all the Spirit of the Oft- 
final* 

"' . - H . ■ ■ 1 — 1 . ■ l| ——— — ■» 

Ode XXIII. To Chloe. 

CH L O E flies me like a Fawn, 
Which through feme fequefter'd Lawn 
Panting feeks the Mother- Deer, 
Not without a Panic Fear 
Of the gentle-breathing Breeze, 
And the Motion of the Trees. 
If the curling Leaves but (hake, 
If a Lizard ftir the Brake, 
Frighted it begins to freeze 
Trembling both at Heart and Knees* 

But 

r ' * 

We have a very pretty Imiudon of thefe Lines in Spencer : 
Like as a Hind ■ ■ 

Yet flies away of he* own Feet affear'd j 
And every Leaf, that fhaketh with the leaft 
Murmur of Wind, her Terrour hath encreaft. 

11. Mat rem 
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Atqui non ego te, tigris at afpera, 
Gaetulufve leo, frangere perfequor. ro 

Tandem define matrem 
Tempeftiva ftqui viro. 

^i, Matrem feptf.'] In Greece and Italy the yotrog 'Women 
lived in the Houfe with their Mothers, nor appeared abroad until 
they were married. Dac. 



Carmen XXIV. Ad ViaGiuuM. 

QU I S defiderio fit pudor, aut modus 
Tam cari capitis ? Praecipe lugubres 
Cantos, Melpomene, cui liquidam pater 

Vocem cum cithara dedit, 
Ergo Quinclilium perpetuus fopor 5 

Urget ! cui Pudor & X uft * t,2e *° r0r 
Incorrupta Fides, nudaque Veritas, 

Quando ullum inveniet parem ? 
Mulcts ille quidem flebiiis occidit : 
Nulli fiebilior quam tibi, Virgili. 10 

Sed 



There is fomething very artful, and yet very natural, in the 
Opening of this Ode. The Defign of the Poet is to comfort Vir- 
gil for the Death of their common Friend j but inftead of directly 
oppofinghis Grief he encourages him to indulge it even to Excels. 
He fets the Virtues of Quihclilius in their ftrongeft Light, and 
joins with Virgil in his Sorrows for the Lofs of a Perfoa fa extra- 
ordinary. A direct Oppofition of Reafon and Comfort is an In- 
fult to the affiled. We muft feem to feel their Sorrow, and 
make it our own, before we pretend to find a Remedy for it. 

Verf. 5. Ergo Quinti'ilium.] Qoinctilius, to whom this amiable 
Character is given, is mentioned in the Art of Poetry with all the 
Honour that can be given to a Critic of Sincerity and Candour ; 
and as Virgil was in a particular manner anxious for his ffcetical 
Reputation, he muft have be^n fenfibly afflicted by the Lofs of fo 
valuable and ufeful a Friend.; This Concern, this Tcndernefs, 

the 



y Google 



Od. 24. Tub Odes op Horace. 51 

Bat not like a Tygcr dire, 
Nor a Lion fraught with Ire, 
I parfae my lovely Game 
To deffcroy thy tender Piame. 
. Hade thee, leave thy Mother's Arms, 
Ripe for Love are all thy Charms. 



Ode XXIV. ToVi*gil. 

WHY mould we (top the tender Tear f 
Why bluih to weep for one To dear f 
Thou Mufe of melting Voice and Lyre, 
Do thou the mournful Soqg infpire. 
Qtttn&ilius— wsk to endlefc Heft, 
With Death's eternal Sleep oppreft ? 
Oh ! when (hall Faith, of Soul fincere, 
Of Juftiee pare- the Sifter fair, 
And Modefty, nnfpotted Maid, 

And Troth, m artlefs Guife array 'd, 

Among the Race of human Kind 

An Equal to Quinclilius find ? 
How did the good, the virtuous mourn, 

And pour their Sorrows o'er, his Urn f 

But, Virgil, thine the loudeft Strain, 

Yet all thy pious Grief is vain. 



In 



the Poet hath emitted far the Word Pius, jfid, tardy our Piety 
«ity tery jtiftly be applied to a fiacece «nd tender Friendflxip* 
than which tills World hath not a greater Bltffiog* ^micum 
perdtre tftdawmrum maximum, Dac. San. 

f J* Non 

/ 



$4 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. i. 
Sed fruftra pius, heu f non ita creditum, 

Pofcis Quinftilium Deos. - 

Quid ? fi Threicio blandius Orpheo 
Auditam modererc arboribus fidem ; 
Non vans redeat fangais imagini, i£ 

Quam virga femel horrida, 
.Non lcnis precious fata recludere, 
Nigro compulcrit Mercurios gregi. 
Durum : fed levius fit patientia, 

Quidquid corrigere eft nefat. 20 

15. Ntn van*.] The Theology of the Ancients taught, that 
When a Man was dead, his Soul or the fpiritual Part of him went 
to Heaven ; that his Body continued in the Earth j and his Image, 
or Shadow went to Hell. The Image was a corporeal Part of the 
Soul, a Kind of fubtle Body, with which it was clothed. Species 
torporca qua nen foteft tangi y ficut vent us, Virgil hath exprefied 
it, Tenuem fine corpore wtam cava fub imagine ferwue* S a n. 

19. Levins fit.] Publius Sirus calls Patience the Afylum of 
Affliction. Mi/eriarum portus eft patientia. 



Carmen XXV. Ad Lydiam. 

PA R C I U S junttas quatiunt fcneftras 
I&ibuscrebris juvenes protervi j 
Nee tibi fomnos adimuut, amatque 
Janua limen, 



Quae 



Translated by Dr. Dunk in. 
Verf. 1. Parcitu jttn&as.] In Italy, as in Greece, the young 
People, who went to fee their Miftrcfies at Night,* carried with 
them Torches to burn their Doors, or Bars to break them opea, 
and in this Senfe the Poet hath uied the Word Quatiunt, which 
■was a Term for battering a Town. In the 26th Ode of the third 
Book he confecrates to Venus this Kind of midnight Arms ; 

Nunc arma, defun&umquc beUo 
Barbiton bic paries tabebit, 

Z*vm 
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CW. 25. The Oois op Horace* ^5 

In rain do you the Gods implore 
Thy lov'd Quinftilius co reftore, 
Whom oft far other Terms They gare, 
1 By Nature fated to the Grave. 
What though you can the Lyre command, 
And fweep its Tones with fofter Hand 
Than Orpheus, whofe harmonious Song 
Once drew the liftening Trees along, 
Yet ne'er returns the vital Heat 
The fhadowy Form to animate ; 
For when the Ghoft-compelling God 
Forms his black Troops with horrid Rod, 
He will not, lenient to the Breath 
Of Prayer, unbar the Gales of Death* 
Tis hard : but Patience mud endure, 
And (both the Woes it cannot cure. 



Ode XXV. ToLydia. 

TH £ wanton Herd of Rakes profeft 
Thy Windows rarely now moled 
With midnight Raps, or break thy Reft 

With Riot. 



The 



L*vwm marina ftti Vtntrit lattu 
Cujkdiu Hie, hie ponite lucida 
Funalia, & veSes, & arcus 
Oppcjith foribui minacex. 
Bat now crown' d with Cowjucft I hang up my Anns, 
And Harp, that campaigned it in midnight Alarms j 
Here fix on this Wall, here my Enfigns of Wars, 
By the Statue of Venus, my Torches and Bars, 
And Arrows, that threatened, by Cupid their Liege 
Wax, War on all Doors, that would hold out a Siege* 

7. ME 
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$6 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. 1. 
Quae prius multum fariles movcbat 5 

Cardines. Audis minua, & mints jam, 
ME TUO loogas.pereunte ne&es* 

Lydiadormis? 
Invicem mcechos-anusarrogantea 
Flebis, in folo leris angiportu, |o 

Thracio bacchante magis fob mter- 

laniayento; 
Quum tibi flagrans amor, & libido, 
Quae iblet matrcs furxare equorum, 
Saeviet circa jecux ttlcerofura, |£ 

Non fiaef quefta, 
Lata quod pubes hedera virenti 
Gaudeat, pulla magis atqtre myrto ; 
Aridas frondes hyemis fodali 

Dedicet Hebro. 20 

7. ME TUO,] -Tht Soags -in.theie Serenades were by the 
Greeks called vataukawtBvf*, "becaufe they were ftng before 
Doors that were flaut. 

10. Levis. - ] Loofely and lightly dreficd. 

1 1, Tbracio bacchante magis.] Vehement i us furente, fiante. Be* 
tween an old and new Moon the Wind is ufually moil tempeftu* 
OU8. Interiuniorum dies tempeftatibus plenes, & -navigantibus att&m 
maxime metuendos, mon Jolum peritix rath, fed ttians vsdgi ufies 
intelligit. Dac.Bjbnt. 

19. Aridas frondes hiemis fodali dedicet.] The Scnfe and Inter- 
pretation of -thefe Words depends on the two former Lines* 
Y-ouag Men, fays the Poet, are more pleafed magis gaudent with 
Trees which are always green, fuch as Myrtle and Ivy j but de- 
fpife dry and withered Leaves. .Myrtle is -of ,twoXol©urs, white 

and 
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The Door, that kindly once could move 
The ply ant Hinge,, begins to love 
Its Threfhold, and 110 more ftwll prove 

Unquiet. 
Now left and lefs aflail thine Ear 
Thefe Plain tf, •* Ah fleepeft thou my Dear, 
w While I whole Nights thy True-love here 
'* Am dying?" 
You in your Turn (hall weep the Taunts 
Of young and iofolent Gallants. 
In fome dark Alley's Midnight Haunts 

Late-plying : 
While raging Tempefts chill the Skies, 
And burning Luft (fuch Lull as tries 
The madding Dam of Horfes) fries 

Thy Livei^ 
Our Youth, regardlefs of thy Frown, 
Their Heads with frelher Wreaths (hall crown 
And fling thy wither' d Garlands down 

The River. 

Ode 

and Mack. This lift Kind is equally an Emblem of Youth, as it 
is black when in its greateft Vigour, and preferveth its Colour 
through the Winter. Bent. 

ao. Dedicet Hebro.] Heber is a River of Thrace, which the An- 
cients confidered as the Habitation of Winter. From thence the 
Crowns, which were worn in Honour of a Miftrefs, who is now in 
the Winter of her Age, are here dedicated to the Companion of 
that cold tad chearWs Scalon, Ton*. 

Vol. I, F 
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Carmen XXVI. Ad Musam. 

MUSIS amicus, triftitiam &metus 
Tradam pr<fcervis in mare Creticum 
Porcare vends ; quis Tub Ar&p 

Rex gelidae metuatur ocae, 
Quid Tiridaten tcxreat, unice $ 

Securus. O quae fontibus integris 
Gaudes, apricos ne&e flores, 
Ne&e meo Lamias coronam, 

Pimplei 

Verf. i. Mufis amicus.] When Poets talk with fo much Rap. 
tare of their Convention with the Mufes, none but a Poet can 
underftand them. But we may believe (at leaft if we were al- 
lowed to judge from the , poetical Manner of living) that Poetry- 
can efface the Remembrance of paft Misfortunes } foften the An- 
guifli of prefeat Evils, and-difperfe all -ApprehcaBons and Terroura 
of Futurity j or, as Horace exprefleth it, give them to the Winds 
and Waves. 

Quid Tiridaten.] In the Year 719 the Parthians expelled 
Phraates for his Cruelty, and fet Tiridates upon the Throne. la 
714 Phraates was reftored by the Scythians ; and Tiridates, being 
obliged to fly, carried with him the Son of Phraates to O&avius, 
who was then in Syria. That Prince, delighted with having the 
Son of the greateft Enemy of the Republic in his Power, carried 
him to Rome, and permitted Tiridates to remain in Syria $ who 
being impatient to recover his Throne folicited Auguftus for Suc- 
cours. Jn 731 Phraates fent an Embatiy to Rome with an Offer 
of reftoring the Roman Eagles, which were taken ill the Defeat 
of Craflus, to Auguftus, if be would fend his Son and Tiridates to 
him. Auguftus made the Report to the Senate* who remitted 
to Him the Decifion of the Affair. He granted the Ambsfiadott 
the fir ft Part of their Demand, but kept Tiridates at Rome, and 
promifed to entertain him in a Manner fuitable to his Dignity.. 

This Ode was written when the Affair was depending, and we 
may judge how Tiridates muft have been alarmed, while he was 
afraid of being fent to Phraates, from whom he could expect no- 
thing but Tortures and Death. San. 

6. quafontibtu integris,] There fcema to be fomething here 
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Ode XXVI. To his Muse. 

WH IL E in the Mufe's Friendfhip bieft, 
Nor Fears nor Grief diflurb my Bread ; 
Bear them, ye vagrant Winds, away. 
And drown them in the Cretan Sea. 
Carelefe am I, or who (hall reign 
The Tyrant of the frozen Plain, 
Or with what anxious Fear oppreit 
Heaves Tiridates' panting Bread. 
Sweet Mute, wh&lov'ft the Virgin Spring, 
Hither thy funny Flowrete bring, 
And let thy richeft Chaplet fhed 
Its Fragrance round my Lamia's Head, 

For 

imperfe& in the Sentiment. Fountains and Crowns of Flowers are 
very diftant Images, and the Poet with more Tuftice, both in 
Regard to the Senfe and Expreflion, might have laid, ye Mufes, 
nvbo delight in Meadows, whofe Flowers were never yet gathered, 
weax/e a Crown for my Lamia's Head* Lucretius hath ufed theic 
Images with more Exa&nefs : 

Juvat integros aecedere fontet 
Ataue baurire, juvatjue novos deeeifere Jiores, 

Dac. San. 

—My M*fe, traofported while me finge, 

Delights to quaff the yet untafted Springs, 

And pluck the virgin Flowers. D» 

8. Lamia?, JSAUss Lamia was a Roman Knight, whofe Cha- 
racter is thus drawn by Cicero x Vir funmo fflendore, fumma gra- 
tia*} nullo frorfus plus homine deleSor, Dac« 

Coronatn.] The Poets frequently caH their Works Crowns, 

which they pat on the Heads of them whom they praife } and in 

the next Line Horace call them Honons, This laft is an Expreflion 

of Pindar* Mwainus, 

Ft v>» Fidu 
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iod ' Q^Horatii Flacci Cailminvm Lib. i. 

Pimple'f dulcis : nil fine te jnei 

Poflunt honores* Hunc fidibus novis, 10 

Hunc Lefbio facrare pleftro 
Teque, tuafque decet forores. 

10. Fidibus novis.'] When the Poets intended to fing any Thing 
extraordinaiy they ufed to change the Strings of their Lyres. Dac. 

*H|UIj4* w*f» «rp«w - 
Keii rnv Xvpm avaa-av' 

'HfaU&ti. ANAC. 

Then 



Carmen XXVII. Ad Sodales. 

NA T I S in ufum laetitiae fcyphis 
Pugnare, Thracum eft. Tollitc barbarum 
Morem, verecundumque Bacchum 
Sanguineis prohibete rixis. 
Vino & lucernis Medus acinaces 5 

Immane quantum difcrepat ! Impium 
Lenite clamorem, fodales, 
£t cubito reuianete preflb. 

Voids 

Horace was at an Entertainment where a Depute began to en- 
flame fome of the Company already heated with Wine. Inftead 
of endeavouring to reftore Peace by grave Advice and fbber Rca- 
foning, he makes them' a gay Propo&l of drowning all Quarrels in 
a Bumper. It was chearfully received, and probably the Succefs 
of it made the Poet think it worthy of being the Subject of an 
Ode. San. 

Verf. 3. Verctundumque.] The Commentators are greatly di- 
vided about the Reading and Senfe of this Epithet, becaufe Bac- 
chus in another Ode it called inverecundus. But we may fay, that 
this God feemed to have two different Characters, and to be ei- 
ther 
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Pjr nought avails the Poet's Praife, 

Unlefs the Mufe infpire his Lays. 

Now firing the tuneful Lyre again r 

Let all thy Sifters raife the Strain, 

And consecrate to deathlefs Fame 

My lov'd, my Lamia's honour'd Name. 

Then the lovefome Lyre I ftrungy 
And Herculean Labours fung. 
However, thisVbartging tbt Strings oftbt Lyrt feem* rather * 
poetical, metaphorical Expreflion for the Change of the Subject, 

Poliio & ipfefacit nwa canmita. 



Ode XXVII. To his Companion 

WITH Glafles, made for gay Delight, 
'Tis Thracian, favage Rage to fight. 
With fuch intemperate, bloody Fray 
Fright not the mod eft God away. 
Monftrous I to fee the Dagger fhin* 
Amid the chearfuJ Joys of Wine, 
Here bid this impious Clamour ceafe,? 
And prefi the focial Couch in Peace* 

Say,. 

ther an Encourager or an Enemy to Excefs, accord ng to the diffe- 
rent Temper of his Worfliippers. In the eighteenth Ode he is* 
called rhodicus temperate, and a Lover of Candour ; and as in that 
Ode he is offended by the Intemperance of his Votaries 5 as all 
the Vices of Wine fcem to be the Effects of his Anger, fo He 
i# represented here with the fame Char after of Modefty and Tem- 
perance, and it is impious to affront him with Noife and Quarrels.- 
In the eleventh Epode he is called itwerecundus, becaufe he 
there encourages the Poet to tell a Secret, which his Modefty 
would have concealed. Mr. Cuningham and Mr. Sanadon read 
wrecundi, but furely the Tcx< fcems to have been very caufelefsly 
altered. 

F 3 9. Severe 
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Vultis feveri me quoque fumere 

Partem Falerni ? Dicat Opuntiae 10 

Prater Megillae, quo beatus 
Vulnere, qua pereat fagitta. 
Ceflat voluntas ? non alia bibam 
Mercede. Quae te cunqae domat Venus, , 

Non erubefcendis adurit 1$ 

Ignibus, ingenuoque Temper 
Amore peccas* Quidquid habes, age, 
Depone tutis auribos— ^Ah mifer, 
. Quanta laboras in Charybdi ! 
' Digac puer meliore flamma. 20 

Quae faga, quia te folvere ThefMs 
Magus venenis, quis poterjt Deus I 
Vix illigatum te triformi 
Pegafus expediat Chimaera. 

Carmen 

f, Severi TaUrm. J Athenaeus telle us there were two Kind* 
alernian Wine $ one, ftrong and heady $ the other, finooth and 
iweet. The Poet therefore offers to drink a Cup of the ftronger 
Kind, though he knew the Strength of it, to fhew at what Es- 
sence he would recover the Good-humour of the Company. 

II. MegilU, quo beatus.] The Antients ufed to caft Lots to 
determine the Order, in which the Gucfts ihould give their Toafb* 
Bbt Horace, that he may divert the Company, calls to Megilla-'s 
Brother with an Air of Pleafantry, and bids him name his Mif- 
trefs without the ufual Forms. Bond* 

f 7. Ingenucquc amore peecasJ] You never are in love but with a 
Woman vf Family, They, who had an Intrigue with a Slave, 
Were banded with the Name ol Ancillarioli, as Men of fordid and 
infamous Pafiions, Such Paffiona as the Poet here calls erubefcen- 
4i ignct*. Lamb. Bent* 

32. Tbejfalih 
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Say, ftiall I drink 'this heady Wine 
Pre A from the reugh Falernian Vine? 
InflaDt, let yonder Youth impart 
The tender Story of his Heart, 
By what dear Wound he blifsful dies, 
And whence the gentle Arrow flies. 
What ! does the baihful Boy deny ? 
Then if I drink it let me die. 
Who e'er fhe be, a generous Flame 
Can never know the Biufh of Shame* 
Thy Breaft no flavifh Venus -fires, 
But fair,, ingenuous Love infpires. 
Then fafeiy whifper in my Bar, . 
For all fuch, Trufts are facred here. 
Ah f worthy of a better Flame f 
Unhappy Youth ! is She the Dame f 
Ah lucklefe Youth f how art Thou loft* 
In what a Sea of Troubles toft f 
What Drugs, what Witchcraft, or what China*, 
What God can free thee from her Anus I 
Scarce Pegafus can difengage 
Thy Heart from this Chimaera's Rage. 

si, Tbeja/is veneni$.\ Venmum does not always figntry Pmfo* r 
and it is here ufed for the Juice of magical herbs, proper to cor- 
rect the Malignity of Poifon. It is a figurative Manner of Expref* 
fion to infinuate to Megilla's Brother, that he had need of ex- 
traordinary Virtue to refill the fatal Paffioxi in which he was en- 
gaged, San. 

F 4 Obb 
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Carmen XXVIIL Nauta. Archytj* 

UMBRA. 

Nauta. 

TE maris & terras, nameroque earentis arena? 
Menforem cohibenr, Archyta, 
Pulveris exigui prope litus parva Matkium 

Munera ; nee quidquam tibi prodeft 
Aerias tentafle demos, aoimoque rotundum 5 

Percurrifle polum, moritoro. 

Archytje Umbra. 
Occidit & Pelopis geoitor, conviva Deorum*. 

Tithonufqae remotus in auras* 
Et Jovis arcanis Minos admiJTus* 
Nauta. 

Habentque 

Tar- 

It might, perhaps, be an Anrafement to read the various Con- 
jectures* of the Commentators on the Occafion of this Ode. Each* 
of them advancing his own Opinion, and exponng that of others,, 
in the true Spirit of guefling, while all are equally doubtful and 
uncertain. What appears in the Ode itfetf is, that the Poet in a 
Dialogue between a Mariner and Archytas (a great Philosopher* 
Aftronomer, and Geometrician of Tarentum) ridicules the Doc- 
trine of Pythagoras in the Transmigration of Soulsj and recom- 
mends the Care of burying the Dead. 

Verf. 2. Menforem.'] There is a fine Ridicule in faying Archy— 
tea could pumber the Sands of the Sea, becaufe the Pythagoreans, 
aflented, that all Things confifted of Numbers. TesMt- 

They called the Number Tenfacred 9 becaufe it included aU-o- 
tber Numbers. 

3. Pufoeri* exigui munera.] TN»e Antients believed that the- 
Souls, whofe Bodies were left unbufied, were not permitted to pafs 
over the River Styx, but wandered an hundred Years on its Banks. 
In allution to this Opinion, Horace fays, Parva muncra pulveris 
exigui cob i bent te, rctinent tkam umbram ab Elyjiis campis. A little 
Prefent of Duft detains You j that is, You are detained from the 
Elylian Fields for Want of a little Prefent of Duft. We muft 
understand Muncra tibi <iefij(etitia., tibi negata, quibut indiges.. 
'It How- 
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Ode XXVIII. A Mariner and th*e 
Ghost of Archytas. 

Mariner.. 

ARCHYT.as, what avails thy nice Survey 
Of Ocean's countlefs Sands, of Earth and Sea ¥ 
In vain thy mighty Spirit once could foar 
To Orbs celeftial and their Courfe explore : 
If here, upOn the ttmpeft-beatcn Strand, 
You lie conhVd, 'till fome more liberal Hand 
Shall ftrow the pious Duftin funeral Rite, 
And wing Thee to the boundlefs Realms of Light".- 
Ghost. 
Even He, who did with Gods the Banquet fbare t , 
Tithonus, rais'd to breathe celeftial Air, 
And Minos, Jove's own Counfellor of State, 
AllThefe have yielded to the-Power of Fate. 

Marj^ 

However Angular this banner of Exprefiion may appear, yet 
there are Examples of it in all Languages. '. Dac. 

8. Titbonufqfteremtitts in auras.'} Archytas fay v that all Man- 
kind muft fey ov %the comiqonJUrt of their Mortality 5 thai Tan-- 
talus and^n?!^ jfyK -although one had entertained the Gods 
at his l^a^lej'Vnctihepthet had heen Confident of Jupiter. As he" 
xnentiorjedTitnoniii*betweeh'TJi*m, and Cays, that He is dead 
(for occiiit is equally applied to each of then&the Juftnefs of 
Thought requires, that fome Prerogative) fome Title which 
might naturally defend htm from the Power of Death, ihould be. 
given to Him,, as well as to the- Others. If then we understand- 
remotut in auras, that Tithonus had been carried by Aurora into ' 
Heaven, according: to the Fable, it will form fuch a Character of 
Him, as that we might expect He ftiould have been preferved 

. from Death, by the Favour of the Goddefs. Bent. 

9. Habe'ntque.~\ By dividing the Dialogue to the proper Speakers, , 
we have a new Stroke of Pleasantry in the Character of the Ma- 
riner. He begins infuking Archytas with his unbounded Know-- 
ledge> fince all that Knowledge was to end in Death. The Phiio- • 

. fopher comforts himfelf with a Reflection, that not only Mortals* 
werefubject to the Power of Fate, but-even Heroes and Demi- 

P- 5. v**i»' 
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Uo6 Q^ Ho rath FlaccpCarmi-num Lib. *-. 

Tartara Panthoiden, iterurn Oreo i^- 

Demiflum * quamvis clypeo Trojana refixo 

Tempora teflatus, nihil ultra 
Ncrvos,. atquc cutera morti conceflferat atrae ^ 
Archytje Umbra.. 

Judice te, non ford id us auclor 
Naturae, verique. Sed omnes una manet nox, i $; 

Et calcanda ferael via let hi. 
Dant alios Furiae torvo fpedtacula Marti f 

Exitio eftavidum mare nautis. 
Mifta fenum ac juvenum denfanturfunera.: nullum 

Sacra caput Proferpina fugit.' 20 

Me quoque devexi rapidus comes Ononis 

Illyricis Notus obruit undis- 
At tu, nauta, vagas ne parce nialignus arenas 

Oflibus, & capitis inhoraato 
Particulam dare.. Sic,quodcumque minabitur Earn* 2£ 

Fluaibas 

gods, Tantalus, Tithonus, Minos. The Mariner with. much Vi- 
vacity interrupts him, Even your own Pythagoras is dead, itervm. 
•rco.demiffum. Senfible of this cruel Pleafantry, and jealous even, 
in Death of bis great Matter's Honour, Archytas gravely replies*. 
fie 19 true, Pythagoras was deceived in his Doctrine of Tranfmigra- 
tion, yet even you muft acknowledge him a great moral and na- 
tural Ph iJofopher . 

^B.Sterum Oreo demiffum.] Euphorbus was killed by Menelans*. 
and' Pythagoras by his Fellow- Citizens, (6 that Archytas- ought 
now to be perfectly undeceived in his Opinion, that our Bodies 
alone are fubjec"r. to Death. 

ii. Clypeo reft?!.] Figere and rtfiger* are Terms borrowed from* 
the Roman Law. When a Law was publcly fet up, and pro- 
f ofed to the People, They made life of the Word Jtgere j. when 
it was taken down, They ufed the Terms refigere legem. Dac. 

14. Judice te.] As the Doctrine of Pythagoras was the reigning 
Philofophy of Greece (which is the Scene of this Ode) Archyta*. 
appeals to the Judgment of this Voyager, and fuppofes, that He 
could not be ignorant how great an Author Pythagoras was both- 
in natural and mor^l Philofophy. Horace gives to Morality the 
Name of True,, becaufe they, who ftudy the Nature of moral 

Aaioife 
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Mariner. 
Even your own Sage, whofe monumental Shield,. 
Borne through the Terrours of the Trojan Field, 
Prov'd that alone the mouldering Body dies. 
And Souls immortal from our Ames rife, 
Even be a fecond Time refign'd his Breath 
Sent headlong to the gloomy Realms of Death. 

Ghost. 
Not meanly skill'd, even by your own Applaufe, 
In moral Truth and Nature's fecret Laws. 

One endlefs Night for whole Mankind remains, 
And once we all mud tread the fcidowy Plains. 
In horrid Pomp of War the Soldier dies ; 
The Sailor in the greedy Ocean lies ; 
Thus Age and Youth promifcuons crowd the Tomb ; 
No mortal Head can (bun th' impending Doom. 
When feu Orion's Star, the Winds, that fweep 
The raging Waves, overwhelmed me in the Deep : 
Nor Thou, my Friend, refufe with impious Hand 
A little Portion of this wandering Sand 
To thefe my poor Remains y fo may the Storm 
Rage o'er the Woods, nor Ocean's Face deform : 

May 
A&ions, awl the DifHn&ions between Vice and Virtue, have no 
other Aim than Truth. Li Fivu. 

18. Avidum mare,] The common Editions, that read avidity 
make Archytas, againft all Rules of Decency, caufeleftly affront 
this Mariner, even while he k a/king a Favour of him. JBefides, 
mvidum appears in all the Manufcripts of Torrentius and Doctor 
Bentley, and in ibme very ancient Editions. It is the Reading of 
the Scholiaft,-and a common, poetical Epithet for the Sea. 

'20. Proferpina fugit,] In Allafion to a Superftition of the An- 
eients, who believed that no Perfon could die, until Proferpine, 
or Atropos had cut off a Lock of their Hair. This Ceremony was 
confidered as a Kind of Fir ft- fruits confecrated to Pluto. Tor a. 
2i« Devexi.'] Which declines toils Jetting, The riling and fet-- 
ting of this Conftellation are ufually attended with Storms. Vir- 
gil calls it aquofum and nimbofum. Tola.- 
24* OJfibui t& capiti.] * It does not appcar> that any Earth had 
F ^ toe* 
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Flufiibus Hefperiis, Venufinas 
Pk&antur fylvae, te fofpite ; multaque mcrces r 

Unde poteft, tibi defluat aequo 
Ab Jove, Neptunoque facri cuftode Tareriti: 

Negligis immeritis nocimrum 30* 

Poftmodo te natis fraudem committers fbrfam 

Debita jura, vicefque fuperbae 
Te maneant ipfum : precibus non linquar inultis,, 

Teque pkcula nulla refolvent- 
Quanquam fellings, non.eft mora longa,. licebit 35, 

frije&o tenpulvere currris. 
Veen already thrown on the Body of Archy tas ; therefore Scaliger 
has without Reafon criticifed this Paflage, as tome of the Com- 
mentators have without Neceflity endeavoured to juflify the Poet, 
upon a falfe Suppofition. San.. 

27. Pfc&antur fylv*,"] The Ancients believed, that the Guilt 
and Impiety of Mankind certainly, brought down the Vengeance of 
the Gods, in Storms and Tern pert s ; but that their Courfe might- 
be altered, and dir ecltd, vv here they /hould be leaft mifchievous. 

JO, Negligis.]. Tou do net: fear to commiti Tea are carehjs in 

committing. The Manner of Exprefiion is remarkable. Dac. 

.34. lique piacula.j Piaculum fignifies both the Crime, and the: 

.Sacrifice by which it was expiated. The Anttents were perfuad- 

* c . ; *,. 

Carmen XXIX. Ad Iccium. 

ICC I, heatis nunc Arabum invidea; 
G^zis, & acrem militiam paras.- 
Non ante devittis Sabaeae. 
Regibus, horribiliqueMedo* 

Netfis 
Th the Year 729 Auguftus fent an Army againft the Arabian!.. 
The Expedition was unfuccefsful by an unufuai Sicknefs among 
the Soldiers. Horace, with a good deal of Pleafantry, ridicules Ic- 
cius for leaving the quiet and eafy Study of Philofophy to purfue 
the Dangers and Fatigues of War, while heluppofes him to me- 
ditate fome mighty Proofs of- his Courage* and to fubdue all Ara- 
bia in his firft Campaign. Saw. 

Vctf.t. Bean's Arabum gaxis."} Strabo, who accompanied • 
^Elius Gallus in this Expedition, fays be was fent by Augufius a- 
gaina the Sab*ans> becauJfc tJUat Prince had heard they were a* 

P«ofcle 
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May gracious Jove with Wealth thy Toils repay, 
And Neptune guard Thee through the watry Way. 
Thy guiltlefs Race this bold Neglect (hall mourn, 
And Thou malt feel the juft Returns of Scorn,- 
My Curfes ftull purfue the guilty Deed, .. 
And all, in vain, thy richefl Viclims bleed. 
Whate'er thy Hafte, oh ! let my Prayer pre,vai£ ' 
Thrice ftraw the Sand, then hoiit the flying Sail. 

ed, that nothing could turn away the Effects of an Imprecation 
made by a Perfon unjuftly treated. Defigi dirts deteftatitnibus nemo- 
non metuit. Plin. San, 

36. Inje&o ter pufoere.']. It was fulBcient for all the Rites of Se- 
pulture* that Duft fho«|ld be thrice thrown upon an unburied Body. 
This Kind of Burial is by Quintilian called collatitia fepultura. It 
was an A& of Religion fo indifpenfible, that no Perton codld'be 
excufed, and even the Pontifkes, who were forbidden to approach 
or look upon a dead Body, yet were obliged to perform this Duty. 
£%uum Pontifcibus nefas ejfet cadaver videre, tamen magil nefas vi- 
Jumfuerit^ Ji infepultum rclinquerent. Servius on the fixth Book of 
theiEneid. Thus among the Jews the High'- Prieft was forbidden 
to approach the Corps even of his Father or Mother, and yet he 
was obliged to inter any dead Body, which he found in the Road. 

TotR. DAC. 



Ode XXIX. To Iccius. 

CANST Thou with envious Eye behold. 
The blefl Arabia's treafur'd Gold ? 
Will Iccius boldly take the Field, 
And teach Sab^i's Kings to yield ?; 
Or meditate the dreadful Mede 
In Chains triumphantly to lead ?.* 

Should : 
People rich in Gold, Silver, and Spices. Perhaps the Poet in± 
tended this Stroke of Satire on the Avarice of Auguftus, which 
was his fole Motive to undertake that War, although he- hath 
aTtfully and lefs dangeroufly applied it to Iccius. Auguftus JElium 
Galium in Saba*os mtfii, quod audiret ex omni tempore ditijfimos ej[js y 
qui & awe, & argento y & pretiofis lapidibus aromata per mu ta- 
rt nt. San. 
3. Non anti deviclisA We can underftand thefe Words only of 
tt*t Part of Arabia called Sab^a, for the Romans had carried 

tbcis 
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.no Q^Horatii Flacci Carmtnum Lib, 
Ne&is catenas ? Quae cibi virginum, 
Sponfo necato, barbara ferviet ? 
Puer quis ex aula capillis 

Ad cyathum ftatuetur unftis r 
Doltus fagittas tendere Sericas 

Area paterco ? quis neget ardcus i>o 

, Pronos relabi pofle rivos 

Montibus, ac Tiberim reverti ; 
Quum tu coemtos undique nobiles 
Libros Panaeti, Socraticum & domum 
Mutare loricis Iberis, 

Pollicitus meliora, tendis ? 

their Arms into other Parts of that Country under ftveral diffe- 
rent Generals. Da c . 
5. NeSit catenis.] The Poet alludes to a Cuftom among the* 
Roman Soldiers of carrying with them to Battle, Chains and Ropes, 
to tie their Prifoners. He hath raifed the Terrour of the Medes bjr 
this Epithet of Horribilit, while he laughs at the Vanity of Iccius, 
who propofed to conquer thofe Enemies of the Republic, although 
all his Welfare feems to end in getting fome young Maiden to wait 1 
on Him (as Heroes of old had Princeffes) or fome young Man to be 
his Cup-bearer. Dac. San> 



Carmen XXX. Ad Venerem.. 

O VENUS, regina Cnidii Paphique, 
Sperne dile&am Cypron, &vocantis 
Thure te multo Glycera decoram 
Transfer in sedem. 

Fervidas- 

The Verification and Images of this little Ode are beautiful : 
and harmonious j nor is it poffibleto have given Venus a more gal- 
lant, as well as modeft Retinue. We may conjecture, not with- 
out Probability, that it was written when Horace was about fix 
and forty Years of Age. _ San.- 

Verf. 



. 
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Should You her haplefs Lover flay, 
What captive Maid fhall own thy Sway } 
What courtly Youth with eilenc'd Hair 
Shall at thy Board the Goblet bear. 
Skilful with his great Father's Art 
To wing, with Death the pointed Dart ? 

Who fhall deny that Streams afcend, 

And Tiber's Currents backward bend. 

While you have all our Hopes betrayal 3. 

You, that fat other Promife made ; 

When all thy Volumes, learned Store ! 

The Treafures of Socratic Lore, 

Once bought at mighty Price, in vain, 

Are fent topurchafe Arms in Spain ? , 

to. Quit'neget.\ Eraftnus thinks this a proverbial ExpreffioA,. 
taken from the Greeks, who faid that the Stream rofe againft ita 
Fountain, when any Thing feemed to contradict the common 
Courfe of Nature. 

13. Sluum tu coemtvs.] For a laft Stroke of Pleafantry, Horace 
reprefents the Metamorphofis of this Scholar into a Warrior, and 
brings him out of his philofophical Cabinet in the terrible Equi- 
page of a Soldier. San.. 

14. Socraticam domum.\ Horace calls the Seel of Socrates So~ 
traticam tUmum 5 thus the Schools of all the Philofophers, fuch 
as Plato, Xenophon, and other Academicians, were called Fornix 
H*. Dac. 



} 



Ode XXX. To Venus. 

OUE E N of Beauty, Queen of Smiles, 
Leave, oh f leave thy favourite Ifles : 
A Temple rifes to thy Fame,. 
Where Glycera invokes thy Name, 
And bids the fragrant Incenfe flame. 

With 
Verf. 4. I* a Jem.] The Commentator* difpute with a great 
deal of Learning, whether Glycera invites the. Goddefs to her 
own Houfe, or to a Chapel particularly dedicated to her $ and al- 
though the Debate be of fuch Importance, it isnot/et decided. 

5. S§hait 
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ri2 Q. Ho rat 1 1 Flacci Carminum Lib; 
Fervidus tecum Puer, & folutis j 

Gratiae zonis, properentque Nymphae,. 
Et parum comis fine te Juventas,. 
Mercuriufque. 

5. Sohtis Gratia sowi.] The Graces were the moft amiatte 
Divinities of the Heathen Mythology. They presided over Bene- 
fits, and the Gratitude due to them ; they beftowed Liberality,- 
Wifdom and Eloquence ; they difpenfed that Gaiety of Humour, 
that Eafinefs of Manners, and all thole amiable Qualities, which 
render Society delightful and pleafuipble. They *lone could give 
that certain Happinefs of Manner, which we all can underftand, 
yet no one is able- to exprefs 5 which often fuppfiea the; Place, of real 
Merit, and without which Merit itfelf ia imperfect. To temper 
the Vivacity of Cupid the Graces are here made his Companions, 
and appear with their Garments flowing and ungirded > to ihoWthbt 

the 



Carmen XXXI. Ap Apollinem. 

OUID dedieatum pofcit Apollinem 
Vates ? quid orat, de patera novum 
i' undens liquorem ? non opimas 
Sardiniae fegetis feracis :* 
Noh aeftucfae grata Calabria 5c 

Armenta: non aururn,. aut ©bur Indicum : 

Non' 

We have in this Ode a Fund of Moratf ty fufficient to prove the 
.Vanity of our Defires, and the Worthlefmefs cf what we ufually 
'call Bufine/s. Reafon and Nature knew but few Neceflities, while 
* Avarice and Ambition are for ever finding cut imaginary Wants. 

In the Year 726 Odavhis dedicated to Apollo a Library and 
Temple in his Palace on Mount Palatine, which having been ftruck 
with Lightning the Augurs faid the God demanded, that it mould 
be confecrated to him. Horace was then thirty-nine Years old, 

San. 

Verf. 1. Dedieatum Apollinem, ,] Mr. Dacier .fancies there is 

fomethingj particularly noble » the Opening of this Ode, by fu>- 

pofiog- 
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With Thee bring thy love-warm Son, 
The Graces bring with flowing Zone, 
The Nymphs, and jocund Mercury, 
-And fmiling Youth, who without Thee 
Is nought but lavage Liberty. 



{• 



the Feftival fhould be celebrated with the greater! Modefty and 
Difcretion. San. 

7. yteventat.] Young People, who Behaved themfelves inde- 
cently, were turned out of this Feftival- $ bat the Poet means, in 

"general, that Youth is favage and rude, if it be not foftned and re- 
fined by Love. San. 

8. Mercuriufyut,] As Mercury was the God of Eloquence and 
"Wit, he was a Companion very fit to enliven the Gaiety of futh 
a GonverfatioD* Da*. 

Plutarch tells us Mercury was ufually placed next to Venus, be- 
caole the Pleasures of Love confift chiefly in Convention* 



Ode XXXI. To Apollo- 

WH E N at Apollo's hallow'd Shrine 
The Poet hails the Power divine, 
What is the Blefling he implores 
While he the firft Libation pours? 

He nor defires the fwelling Grain* 
That yellows o'er Sardinia's Plain ; 
Nor the fair Herds that lowing feed 
On warm Calabria's flowery Mead ;, 
Nor Ivory of fporlefs Shine,. 
Nor Gold forth-flaming from its Mine * 



Nor 



pofing that Apollo fpeaks to the Poet, and aflcs him what Requeit 
he hath to make to Him on this folemn Occafion. 

a. Novum liqi<orcm.\ Wine, which was now the firft Time 
poured out in Libations made in this new Temple. Pinum, per 
fuod nova inftaurabatur precatio, An CUNT SCHOLIAST. 
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114 Q^Horatii Vvaccx Carminum Lib. J 
Non rura, quae Liris quieta 
Mordetaqua, taciturnus amnis. 
Prcmant Calenam fake, quibus dedit ^ 

Fortuna, vitem ; dives 8c aarcw *'* 

Mercator exficcet culullis * 

Vina Syra reparata merce, 
Dis carus ipfis, quippe ter, 8c quater 
Anno revifens aequor Atlanticum 
Imptme* Me pafcunt olivae, 1.5 

Mecichorea, levefque malvae. 
Frui paratis& valid o mini, 
Xatoe, dones ; ac, precox, integra 
Cum mente, nee turpem feneftam 

Degere, nee cithara carcatem. x& 

Carmen 

9. Catena* fake viiem.l Dr. Bentley hath fufficiently ftewed 
the Neceflity of this Correction, and Mr. Cuningham has received 
it into the Text. TheExpreflion is more natural, and the Epithet 
better placed. 

15. Me pafcunt.'] When the Poet hath defcribed a Croud of Vo- 
taries, who fatigue the God with their Petitions, he now prefers 
his own Prayer, in whieh his Wiihes are bounded by good Senfe and 
Modefty. He leaves to others the Views of an imaginary Happi- 
nefs, and wifely asks for the real Bldfings, which he is capable of 
enjoying. O ye Gods, fays a wife Heathen, deny us what we ask,, 
if it fhall be hurtful to us, and grant us whatever fliall be profit* 
able for us, even though we do not ask it. 

16. Levct mah*.] Eafy of Digeftion, and which lighten the 
Stomach, Bondv 
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Nor the rieh Fields, that Liris laves, 
And cats away with filcnt Waves. 
m Let other* quaff the racy Wine 
To whom kind Fortune gives the Vine ; 

The Golden Goblet let Him drain, 

Who venturous plows th* Atlantic Main, 

Bleft with three fafe Returns a Year, 

For He to every God is dear. 

To me boon Nature frankly yields 

Her wholefome Sallad from the Fields, 

Nor ask I mote than Senfe and Health 

Scill to enjoy my prefent Wealth. 

From Age and all its Wcaknefs free, 

O Son of Jove, preferv'd by Thee, 

Give me to ftrike the -tuneful Lyre, 

An4 Thou my lateft Song infpire. 

Om 

19. Nee totfmfeHe&am.TAnhoiiGUtzh&toM Age 11 a Proof that 
sw. Youth was /pent in the Pradice of Virtue. The Conftru Itioa 
of the Words is remarkable, degere fine&am iron tuffem* Ai in 
VirgjI, where he (peaks of the Horfe > 

— AMe dm*, me turpi ignofce ftntftd. »| 
We fflnft coaftrue it, 

Jbde dom; & tgnfee fene8**oa turfU Dac» 
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Carmen XXXII. Ad Lyram. 

POSCIMUR. Si quid vacui fub umbra 1 

Lufimu6 tecum, quod & hunc inannum « 

Vivat, & plures, age, die Latinum, 

Barbitc, carmen ; 
Lesbio primum modulate civi ; jj 

Qui ferox bello, tameir inter arma, 
Sive ja&atam religarat udo 
Litore navim ; 

Liberum, 

Aoguftue commanded Horace to write the Carmen Seculare. /fr- 
ratio Jeculare carmen comfonendum Auguflus injunxit. So it. The 
Poet, juftly fenfible of an Honour, which declared him the fTrft ' 
Lyric Poet of his Age, in this Ode invokes his Lyre to infpire him 
with fome thing worthy of fuch a Mark of Distinction, and which 
might deferve the Care and Regard of Pofterity, %uod & bun* t» 
annum vivat & ftureu Ha melius. San. 

It is* true, this is only a Conjecture, and incapable of Proof; 
yet it throws a particular Beauty over the Ode ; and we fhall And, 
in the following Remarks, that it doth not want Probability. 

Verf. I. Pofcimur.] Lambinus fays, that this Reading appears 
in aimoft all the Manufmpts. Doctor Bentley affirms the con- 
trary. Mr. Dacier allures us, although we read Pofcimur we muft 
conftrue it in an Active Senfe, and that all Authors have Inftances 
cf this Kind. This Afiertion requires fome Proof. Mr. Sanadon 
has taken fome Quotations from Doctor Bentley, in which the 
Verb pofcor muft necefTarily be underftood in a Paflive Senfe, and 
then concludes that Horace might have ufed it in the fame Manner. 
Torrentius thinks pefcimus too bold for a poetical Petition to his 
Lyre. 

Such are too frequently the Differences among Commentators, 
not in Opinion only, but in their Aflertion of Facts. If we re- 
ceive the prefent Reading, we may obferve a Vivacity and Quick* 
nefs in the Expreffion, that (hews with how muchPleafure the Poet 
obeys the Command of Auguftus. 

2. Quod & bunc in annum,"] There is a pretty Oppofition be- 
tween the folemn Infpiration, which the Poet now demands for a 
Work that is to live to Pofterity, and all thofeidle Songs, which 
were only an Amufemcnt of his gayer Hours. San* 
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Ode XXXIL To his Lyre. 

(F beneath the carelefs Shade, 
Harmonious Lyre, with Thee Pre play'd, 

Caefar's Voice obedient hear, 
tad for more than many a Year 

Now the Roman Miife infpire, 
And warm the Song with Grecian Fire i 

Such as when Alcaeus fang, 
Who fierce in War tby Mufick ftrung, 

When he heard the Battle roar, 
Oxalmoft fhipwreck'd reach'd the Shore. 

Wine 

The Ancients ufed the Words ludere and kfia for Verfes made 
upon little, trifling, or amorous Subje&s 5 and the Greeks called 
jfnch kind of Writers w&iyf tayfdfw, JVriteri of Sports or Plays. 

5. Ltjbio frsmum.1 In this great Defign of the Carmen feculare 
Horace propofes to nmrfelf an Imitation of Alcaeus, and feems to 
five Him the Glory of inventing Lyric Poetry, becaufe he excelled 
all his Predeceflbrs in that kind of Compofition. San. 

The Fragments which we ftill have of Alcaeus, are animated with 
a Spirit of Grandeur and Courage that /hews him equally formed 
for War and Poetry. He was the Terrour of Tyrants, and all Op- 
Bitflbrs of public Liberty j from whence his minaces Cametut in the 
fourth Book. His Superiority to Sappho, when they are rep re- 
fcnted finging to the Ghofts of the Departed, is finely imagined. 



Utrumque facro dignaJiUntio 
Mirantur umbra dieere 5 fed trugis 
Pugnas, & exa&os tyrannox 

Denfum humeri* bibit aurt vulguu 

Thus when They flrike the golden Lyre 
The Ghofts the folemn Sounds admire j 
Bat when Alcaeus lifts the Strain 
To Kings expell'd, and Tyrants flain, 
In thicker Crouds the fhadowy Throng 
Drink deeper down the martial Song. 



Lib. %. Ode 13. 



fr. Reti* 
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n8 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. i, 
Liberum, & Mufas, Veneremque, & illi 
Semper hsrentem Puerum canebat, tg 

Et Lycum, nigris oculis, nigroque 

Crine decorum. 
O decus Phoebi, & daprbus fupremi j 

Grata teftudo Jovis, 6 laborum 
Dulce lenimen, mihi cunque falve Ijj 

Rite vocanti. 

7. Religarat.] This Verb hat two Significations entirely oppo- 
site, and which may be conftrued either to Jet Sail, or to caft Anchor, 
The Senfe here muft determine us to the latter Meaning of the < 
Word, as the Poetoppofes the Noife and Tumult of Battle to the* 
Calm and Repofe after a Storm. Sax* 

zi. Lycum ntgris oculis J] Black Eyes and black Hair were Beau- 
ties among the Greeks and Romans. Anacreon defires, that his j 
favourite Miftrefs may be painted with black Hair, and Catullus 
tells a Girl iheis not handfome, beeaufe*roe has not black Eyes. . 

13. OdecusPMi.] The Hymn Jung at the fccular Games, was 



Carmen XXXHT. Ad AlbiumTibullum. 

\ LB I, ne d&leasplua nimio, memo** 
JLjL Imnutis Glycerae, nea miferabiles- 
Decantes elegos, cur tibi junior 

Lsesa prarniteat fide* 

Infiguem 

Mr. Dacier, by a Miftake, which runs through his whole Tran- 
flation, aflerts that Tibullus was but twenty -four Years of Age 
when this Ode was written, and that confequentiy the Epithet Ju- 
nior muft be understood a new Lover, not a younger. From the 
fame Miftake He tells us, that Tibullus, having ruined his For- 
tune in idle and vicious Pleafures, was obliged to retire to his 
Country- Seat, to avoid the Purfuits of his Creditors. 

That amiable Character, which Horace gives him in the Epiftie, 
Mi, fenmnum nofirorum candide judex, might at leaft have taught 

x the 
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Wine and the Mufes were his Theme, 
Venus, Laughter-loving Dame, 

With Cupid, ever by her Side, 

id Lycus, form'd in Beauty's Pride, 

With his Hair of jetty Dye, 
Itad the black Luftre of his Eye. 
' Charming Shell, Apollo's Love, 
How pleating to the Feafls of Jove ! 

Hear the Poet's folemn Prayer, 
Thou Softner of each anxious Care. 

coa&crated to the tutelar Divinities of the Roman Empire, from 
whence the Poet invokes a Lyre that was the Glory of Apollo, and 
the Delight of Jupiter in his Feafts. S a n. 

16. Rite.] This was a religious Term, which marked the Cere- 
monies prefcribed for all exterior Wor/hip of the Gods, The ufing , 
it here in a folemn Invocation of the Lyre may open to us the De- 
fign of the Ode, and we find it twice ufed in the Carmen feculare 
ia the fame Senfe. San» 



Ode XXXIII. To Albius Tibullus. 

Nt> m*re in ElegiaeStrain 
4 Of cruel Glycera complain, 
Though (he refign her faithlefs Charms 
To a new Lover's younger Arms. 

The 



the Critic a little more Caution : And although it may not be eafy 
to fix the Year of the Poet's Birth, yet we may conjecture, with 
great Probability, that He was born about fix hundred and ninety. 
An ancient Life of this Poet fays He was honoured with fome mi- 
litary Rewards for his Merit in the War of Aquitaine, when by 
Mr. Dacier's Account He could be only fifteen Years of Age ; as, 
by the fame Account, He was only twelve Years old at the Battle 
of Aftiura, He had early engaged Himfelf in the Caufe of Liberty, 

and 
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Infigncm tenui fronte Lycorida j 

Cyri torrct amor :, Cyrus in afperam 
Declinat Pholoen ; fed prius Appulis 

Jungentur capreae lupis, 
Quam carpi Pholoe peccet adulters 
Sic vifum Vcneri, cui placet imparet t« 

Formas, atque animos fub juga aenea 

Saevo mittere cam joco. 
Ipfum me melior quum peteret Venus, 
Grata detinuit compede Myrtale 
Libertina, fretis acrior Adriac 15 

CumntisCalabros finus. 

Carmen 

and continued in that unfortunate Party with great Firmnefs, for 
which his Fortune was by Augustus divided among his Soldiers. 
Thus the Critic, by a Train of Miftakes, not only miflcads his 
Readers, but has injuriously treated an amiable and virtuous Cha- 
racter 

Verf. 5. Tettvi fronte.] The Greeks and Latins thought alow 
Forehead a great Beauty. Front brevis atque modus breuiter ft 
ttaribus unci's. Mart. And Petronius in theDefcriptionof Groc 
Front minima. ThtsTafte was fo general, as that the Ladies ufed 
to hide Part of their Foreheads with Bandages, which Arnobios calls 
ttimbos. Imminuerent frontes nimbi s. ' Dac. 

10. Sic vifum VmriC\ Servius remarks upon a Paflage in Virgil, 
that when the Ancients could not perceive the Reafon or Juftice of 

any 
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Od. 33. The Odbs o* Horace. itf 

Tkc Maid, for lovely Forehead fam'd, 

With Cyras' Beauties is enflam'd ; 

While Pholoe, of haughty Charms, 

The panting Breaft of Cyrus warms ; 

But Wolves and Goats (hall fponcr prove 

The Pleafures of forbidden Love, 

Than the her Virgin Honour ftain, 

And not the filthy Rake difdain. 

So Venus wills, whofe Power controujs 
The fond Affections of our Souls t . 
With fportivc Cruelty ihe binds 
Unequal Forms, unequal Minds; 
Thus, when a better Miftrefi ftrove 
To warm my youthful Breaft to Love, 
Yet could a Slave-born Maid detain " » 

My willing Heart in pleafing Chain, 
Though fiercer She, (ban Waves that roar 
Winding the rough Calabrian Shore. 

. any extraordinary Adion,They ufed to account for it, by faying it 
was the Will of the Godt. This Accufatioaof thcQods has a kind 
of Refpeg in it, which eta alone prcfenrc it from being blafpha* 
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Carmen XXXIV.. 

PAROUS Deofum cuhor, & infrequens, 
Infanienti3 dun* fapiemias 
Confultus crro ; mine retrorfbm 
Vela dare, atque iterare curfus 
Cogor rele&os ; namque Diefpiter 5, 

Igni corufco nubila dividens 

Plemmque» 

Translated by Dr . Dtf n k I N. 
The Commentators are much divided about the Defign and In- 
tention of this Ode 5 whether the Poet hath made a fincere Recan- 
tation of the Epicurean Philofophy, or whether He laughs at the 
Stoicks by a pretended Converfion to their Doctrine. The laft O- 
pinion is iupported by the following Reafons. 

If Horace really abjured the Sett of Epicurus, it muft have been 
in the laft ten Years of his Life, as appears by the fourth E|>iftle of 
the firft Book j and as it was jl frequent Argument againit Atheifts, 
that although Clouds are naturally the Caufe of Thunder, yet itls 
foffletimes heard in a clear Sky, Horace muft have early known an 
Jnftance of this Kind of Reasoning, as well as the Stoical Concto-* 
lion drawn from it. But, befides tKe "YVeaknefs of the Rjeaib^ 
which he gives for changing his religious Principles, it is a little 
extraordinary, that we fhould not have any other the leaft Proof 
of this Converfion in his whole Works. 

Verf. 1. Parcus Deorum cuhor. ] The Epicureans only conform- 
ed to the outward Ceremonies of religious Worfhip, which They 
thought the Credulity of the People had eftablifhed. This fuper- 
ficial kind of Devotion the Poet hath exprefied by the Vfottparcus, 

San. 

Infrejuers.'jThtre is in this Epithet a remarkable Beauty ,which 

the Translation hath endeavoured to prefer ve. It is a Metaphor 

taken from a Soldier, who defer ts from his Colours. Infrequent 

appellabatur miles qui abejl, abfuifve ajignis,— 

2. Jnfanientis JapientiaJ\ Wijdom in the •very AEl of running 
mad. According to the Stoics the Syftem of Epicurus was Folly 
and Madnefs: According to the Epicureans it deferved.the Title of 
■yVifdam. ^ Horace hath pleafantly put thefe two Worlds- together, 
which feefn naturally to deftroy each other, and, with an Equivo- 
cation, that keeps the Reader in Sufpence, makes ufe of the Word 

Sapientia, 
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Ode XXXIV. 

A Fugitive from Heaven and Prayer, 
I mock'd at all religious Fear, 
Deep fcienced in the mazy Lore 
Of mad Philofophy ; but now 
Hoift Sail, and back my Voyage plow 

To that bleft Harbour, which I left before. 

For lo f that awful heavenly Sire, 
Who frequent cleaves the Clouds with Fire, 
Parent of Day, immortal Jove ! 

Late 

Sapietufa, which either figrtifies Wtfdotn or Pbihftpby, An Epicu- 
rean may underftand it in the firft Senfe, and a Stoic in the fe- 
cond* San* 

4. Ittrare cur/us releBosJ] This metaphorical Exprefiion is taken 
from a Traveller, who hath miftaken one Road for another, and 
returns immediately to the Spot from whence his Wandering be- 
gan* Rekftot cur Jus ittrare, is, relegendo cur jus ittrare* 

Utque ope vtrgittea rtulliy iterata priorum 

Janua difficilis fih eft inventa hle&a. Ovid, Met am. 
Curfus reli&us is not Latin; Heinfius, Dr. Bcntley and Mr. Sana* 
don affure us, that we may fay curfum intemittere, curjutn deji* 
here, but never curjtim relinquere j that it is a manner of fpeaking 
abfolutely improper and without Example" 5 and that if we receive 
the ufuai Reading, we are obliged to prove that Horace had been 
once a Stoic, and had forfaken the Doctrines of that Philofophy, 
to which He now returns. 

5. Namque Diefpiter."] A Stoic might fuppofe, that the 
Strength of his Conviction furnifhed the Poet with Images 
fo noble, with Cadences fo pompous, arid Expreffions fo animated. 
Yet the Weaknefj of the fingle Reafon, which he gives for 
his Converfion, may juftly make us fufpedt, that He hath raifed 
thefe Strophes with fo much Magnificence, only to impofe upon 
the Stoics by an affected Recantation of his Epicurean Errours. 

Diefpiter fignifies Diei pater, as Jupiter is put for Jo-vis pater, 
and Marfpiter for Mars pater. San. 

G a 
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«4 Q^ Horatii Flacci Carminvm Lib. I. 

Plcrurrquc, per purum tonantes 
Egic equos, volucremque currum ; 
Quo bruta tcllus, & vaga flumina, 
Quo Styx, & invifi horrida Taenari lo 

Sedcs, Atlanteufque finis, 

Concutitur. Valet iraa Aim mis 
Mutare, & iniignem attenuat Deus, 
Obfcura promens : bine apicem rapax 

For tuna cum ilridore acuto i § 

Suftulit, hie pofuifle gaudet. 

Carmen 

7. Plerttmqve per purum.] I who was formerly an Epicurean, am 
mew obliged to confefs the Being of a God , for J lately beard the 
Thunder rolling in a clear, unclouded Sky, which ufually plerumque 
proceeds from natural Caufes, when the Firmament is covered with 
Clouds, By placing ft Comma after pkrumqm the Senfe and Con- 
nexion are plain. Bangius. Bent. 

11. Valet ima fummis.] The Poet here throws off the MaJBc of 
Stoicifm, and appears an Open, unduguifed Epicurean. He ac- 
knowledges the Being of the Gods, and owns their Power, but for 
fear of giving too much Trouble to their Indolence, He abandons 
all Events to Fortune, whofe good Pleafure and fovereign Autho- 
rity govern all things here below. Dac. Sam. 

A Writer of critical Obfervations on Shakefpear writes thus j 
When Horace was a* Athens he imbibed the Principles of the 
Stoic Philofophy < At the breaking out of the Civil Wars he joined 
iumfclf to Brutus, who gave him the Command of a Roman j^. 
gion. His Fortune being ruined, be went to the Court of Aa» 
guftus, turned Rake, Atheift, and Poet, Afterwards he grew 
fpfrtr, and a Stoic Philofopher again. 

Wfeert this Gentleman's critical Sagacity bath found thefe en* 

rioua 
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©d. 34* The Odes or Horacb. 12$ 

Late through the floating Fields of Air, 

The Face of Heaven ferene and fair, 

^ His thundering Steeds and winged Chariot dtove % 

When, at the burffing of his Flames, 
The ponderous Earth and vagrant Streams, 

Infernal Styx, the dire Abode 
Of hateful Taenarus profound/ 
And Atlas to his utmoft Bound, 

Trembled beneath the Terronrs of the Godv 

The Hand of Jove can crufh the Proud 
Down to the meaneft of the Croud, 

And raife the lowed in his (read ; 
But rapid Fortune pulls him down. 
And fnatches his imperial Crown, 

To place, not £x it, on another's Head. 

rSofcn Anecdotes ef our Poet** Religion, is pe/haips impo/Bble to 
know. The World hath Ions; enjoyed the good-natured Opinion, "• 
that he wat an' honeft Man, and, at he* exprefles it, a Friend to 
Virtue and her Friends* With regard to hit Religion, it is little 
Ids than an Outrage to human Reafon to think him aj^Atheift. 

14. OBfeurajy The Critic* agree that Horace, in Purity of Style, 
fliould have wncten obfcurum after infignem. Doctor Bentlay teadt- 
injigae, and Mr. Sanadon thinkt it one of the happieft Corrections 
in Mr. Coningham, that he hath; (ct infanta in grammatical Op- 
volition- to chfcxra. If the Reader* approve of this lad Corte&ien^ 
he tnuft allow the poetical Licence of making tnfignia three Syj*- 
kbles, of which there are fever*! Jnftances in the Poets* 
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Carmen XXXV. Ad Fortunam» 

ODiva, gratpm <juas regis Annum, 
Praefens vel imo tollere de gradu 
Mortale corpus, vel fu per bos 
Vertere funeribus triumphos ; 
Te pauper ambit folirita prece § 

Ruris colonus : te dominam seqaoris, 
Quicumque Bithyna laceffit 
Carpathium pelagus carina < 
Te Dacus afper, te profugi Scy thae, 
Urbefquc, gent'efque, & Latium ierox, ib 

Regumque matrcs barbaroruro, & 
Purpurei me taunt tyranni. 
Injur iofo ne pcde proruas 
Stan tem col urn nam ; neu populus fremens 

Ad arma ceffantes, ad arma 15 

Concitet, impcriumque frangat. 

Tf 

The Subje& of. this Ode it perfetlly noble, well defignei, and 
well executed. Its VerfifioBtMsp k flowing and haainonioaf, its 

Expre/fion. bold and fublime* 

In die Year 719 Auguflus was on his March to Britain, but 
was recalled by a Revolt of the Dalmatians. In 727, haying ended 
the civil Wars by the Defeat of Antony, He again refohred to turn 
his Arms againft that I Hand, but was fatisfied with an XmbafTy 
from thence, and a Promife of Obedience to any Conditions, whicla 
He pkafed to impofe upon Them. Thefe Conditions not being 
well ob fervid, He was deteimined.to make the Britons feel the EIV 
feels of his Difpleafure, yet was again obliged to employ the Forces 
of the Republic in fupprefiing an Infurrection of the Salsify Can- 
tabri and Afturii. Sa k. 

It is indifferent upon which of thefe Occafions this Ode waa 
written, and it is impoflible to determine with any Exactness. 

13, Jnjuriofo.J Thefe two Strophes will appear with a very dif- 
ferent Senfe according to the Manner of Pointing. If we can make 
a full Stop at metuunt the firft Strophe can only exprefs the Fears, 
with, which Kings and Nations regard the Power of Fortune 5 and 
the fecond will be turned into a Prayer for the Roman State,which 
is naturally renrefenjted by a Column, raifed and Arengthcned by 

the 
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Ode XXXV. To Fortune. 

GODDESS,whom Antium, beauteoasTown, obeys, 
Whofe various Will with inftant Power, can raife 
Frail Mortals from th* Depths of low Defpair, 
Or change proud Triumphs to the funeral Tear ; " ' 

Thee the poor Farmer, who with ceafelefe Pain 
Labours the Soil ; Thee, Miftrefs of the Main, 
The Sailor, who with fearlefs Spirit dares 
The rifing Tempeft, courts with anxious Prayers : 

Thee the rough Dagiafl, Thee the vagrant Band 
Of field-born Scythians, Latium's warlike Land. 
Cities and Nations, Bother-Queens revere,' 
And purple Tyranrfy beholds with Fear. 

Nor in thy Rage with Foot deftruaive fpurn 
/This Handing Pillar and its Strength overturn j 
Nor let the Nations rife in bold Uproar, 
JFf p» Peace attfe %q freak th' imperial Power. 

With 

vtte Vi&orJes of Auguftus, yet liable to be Jhaken and overturned 
iy Revol^and Jnfurreftions in the Abfence of that Prince. If we 
jvad the Pafiage with the ufual Pointing, the Word metuunt muft 
refer to the Column and Empire of each particular King, Nation, 
end Country. But, betides that it would be more elegant, Hora- 
tian Latin, to lay metuunt tie preruas, rather than metuunt te, ne 
prjoruat, there feems to be fomeHardnefs in theExprcfiioo, if we 
apply the fending Pillar to fo many different Nations, particularly 
to the vagrant Scythians, who can very hardly be faid to fear, that 
the Nations fliould rife to break their Empire. 

If the Tranflator could have ventured fo bold an Alteration, he 
.would have printed this Strophe after Partibus, Oceanoque *ubro. 
We fliould then have the Character and Defcription of Fortune in 
one, unbroken Length, and each Strophe would begin with fome 
new Inftance of her Power. The Prayer to the Goddefs would 
then be regularly continued, and end very happily with a Petition 
for confltming the Grandeur of the Roman State, and its Prefer va- 
tion from any future Infurre&ions of the Nations, which it hud 
/ubdued, and which were now at Peace, <"f "mo cejfantcs, 

.This lad Reflexion would. better introduce the Remembrance of 
G 4 ' the 
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12S CL Hoaatii Flacci Ca*mi*um Lib. f- 
Te fcmper anteic fieva neceffitas, i 
Clavos trabales, &cuneos snajra 
GeAans ahena j necfeveras 
Uocus abeffc, liquidfonve plumbum. so 

Te fpea, fc albo rara fides colit 
Yelata paono; nee comitem aboegat, 
. Utcomque mutata potentes 

Vefte dorooe inimica linqttia. 
At valgus infidum, & meretrix retro 9r 

Fcrjura cedit : diffugiant cadis 
Com hece ficcatis amici, 
Ferre jagum pariter dolofi. 
Serves kurum Caefarem in ultimo* 
Orbis Britaonos, & ju venom recess 30 s 

Exameo, Eois umendum 
Partibu*, Oceanrfqoe rubro. 

.Eheuf 

the Civil War, the Miferio and Crimes, which it produced, and the 
Grayer which concludes the Ode. 

17. S*v* nece£itas.~\ Mr. Dader imagines that thefe Lines are 
a Description of a Picture in Antiom, or rather of one drawn by 
the Hand of the Poet, whom he doth not doubt to be an excellent 
Painter. . The Conjecture is indeed a Compliment to our favourite 
Author, yet a little difficult of Proof. 

The Retinue of Fortune ia well chofen. Neceflity goes before 
Her, becaufe there is nothing capable of refitting her Power. Hope 
it made her Companion, becaufe Fortune is the Refuge of the Mi- 
serable, and Fidelity never leaves Her, becaufe a true Friend ia e- 
oually conftant to bad, as to good Fortune. San. 

22. Nee comitem abnegat.] This Pafiage hath fome Difficulty. 
Fortune never leaves any Perfon. When flie is favourable, the 
Poet reprefents her under the Idea of a Woman finely dreffed,who 
Sills her Houfe with Happinefs and Abundance; but when {be 
changes her Temper, (he is reprefented as changing her Drefs, and 
leaving the Houfe to Destruction and Mifery. Thus /he ftill con* 
tinues a Companion, even to them whom (he hath rendered mifer- 
able. Dac. 

This feems to be rather a literal Conftruclion of the Words, 
than the poetical Meaning of tlfc Author, who, by Fortune's 

changing 
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Od.35. The Odes of Horace. id$ 

With folemn Pace and firm, in awful State 
Before Thee (talks inexorable Face, 
And grafps impailing Nails and Wedges dread, 
The Hook tortnen tons and the melted Lead : 

Thee Hope an<f Honour, now, alas, how rare I ' 
With white enrob'd, attend with duteous Care, 
When from the Palace of the Great you fly 
In angry Mood and' Garb of Mifery; 

Not fuch'the Crotrf of light Companions prove, 
Nor the falfe MiJlrefs of a wantoo Love, 
Fai chiefs who wait the loweft Dregs to drain, 
Nor Friendftip's equal Yoke- with' Strength fudato. 

Propitious guard the Prince, who bold explores - 
His venturous Way to far theft Britain's Shores I 
Our new rais'd Troops be thy peculiar Care,* 
Who dreadful to* the £anV oar Banners' bear. . 

Aks! J 

d&nging her Dref^ alludes to the Habits of Mourning worn by 
Bcoplc in Affliction. 

26. Dijfugiunt cadh.'} 1 This Image, taken from the Leas of 
Wine, hath fomething extremely below the Dignity of this Ode ; 
and however beautiful the n*xt Idea may be, in which a faJfd 
Friend is faid to refafc to bear the Yoke of Life, yet there feems 
to be fomething faulty in joining two Comparifons together fo very 
different in kind. The beft Latin Authors, efpecially the Poets; 
are but too carelefs in-thia reflect. Muhi quit* initium a tempeftat* 
fumferint, incendiouMtruinafiniunt. Qvi$. Dac. San. 

31. Eois tiiaendvm.] In the End of the Year 717, Elius Gallirt' 
' marched with an Army to fucceed Cornelius in the Government of' 
Egypt, and as he wanted a Fleet for his Expedition againft the A- 
rabtans. He ordered a Number of Ships to be built in the Ports of • 
the Red Sea. As this Army alarmed all the Countries of the Eait> , . 
fo the Romans bad the greateft Expectations that it would revenge 
all the Infults,which the Republic hadreteived from the Parthhrts. 

There are a great many wife Conjectures which attempt to ac-* 
count for the. Name of the Red Sea, and probably thofe of greateft 
Learning have leaft Truth. Thus of the White Sea, the Blue Sea. . 
the Black Sea, the Green Sea, &c. where Chance or Fancy or ■ 
fame particular Event hath produced thefe' Names, which have 
futaUhed fuch abundant Matter of Ef uditioo to Critics* - ■ S a n » . 
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IJO Q^ Horatii .Flacci Carmtkum Lib. y 
Ehcu ! cicatricum & fceleris pudet, . 
Fratrumque* Quid no* dura refugimus 

iEtas ? Quid inta,£ium ne.fafti 2£ 

Liquimus ? Unde manum juvenilis 
Metu Dcorum continuit I Quibus 
Pepercit aris ? O utinam nova 
Incude diffingas retufum in 
MaiTagetas, Arabafque ferrum. 

33, Ebtu ! cicatrictmj] The Poet artfuUy lament! the Calami- 
ties of the Civil War, from which Auguftus had relieved the Com- 
monwealth, and to which it might be again expofed by his Abfcncc* 

38, utinam.] Horace psajs to Foitune, that ihe would forge 

again 



Carmen XXXVI. 

ET thure, & fidibus juvat 
Placare, & vituli (anguine debito 
Cuftodes Numidae Dcos * 

Qu.i nunc, Hefperia fofpes a'b ultima* 
Caris multa fodaLibu$, -5 

Nulli plura tamen dividit ofcnla,. 
Qiaoi dulci Lamias, memor 

A&ae non alio rege puertia* 
Mutataeque famul togae. 

JCtthi 

It is probable that this Ode was written in the Year 730, whefr 

Numida returned with Auguftus from the War of Spain ; and we 

may judge with how much Tendexneft Horace loved his Friend*^ 

. when he celebrated their Return with Sacrifices, Dances and Songs; 

San. 

Vetf. «. Placare.] Although Numida was returned, yet Hi 

Friends ought frill to fear the Anger of the Gods until they had 

performed their Vows, and offered the Sacrifice they had promifed, 

4 PACt 
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Od. 36. Thb Ode» or Horace. 13V 

. Alas ! the ftumelefs Scars ! the guilty Deeds, 

When by a Brother's Hand a Brother bleeds f 

What Crimes have we, An iron £ge, not dar'd ? 

Through Reverence of Gods .what Altar fpar'd ? 

Oh ! that our Swords with civil Gore dittain'd, 

And in the Sight of Gods and Men profau'd— 

Oh forge again, dread Queen, the tempet'd Steely . 

And let our Foes the pointed Vengeance feel. 

again the Swords, which had been ftafaed with the Blood of the 
Romans in the Civil War, that they might be employed sgainft the 
Enemies of the Republic. While they were polluted with Civil 
Blood, they muftbe Obje&tof Hatred and Aver fion to the Cods. 

Dac. 



....; .Qw- XXXVI. 

WI T H Incenfc heap the facred Fire, . 
And bolder ftrike the willing.Lyre. 
Now let the Heifer's votive Blood 
Pour to the Gods its purple Flood ; 
XtQfe.guardun.Gods, from fartheft Spain 
Who fend our Niynida again, ' 
^ttoufapdJCiffig&nOjvHe^iKes^ . „ , 

A thoufand Kiffes He-receives, '• . 
But Lamia mod his Friendfhip proves,, 
Lamia with Tendemefs he loves. 
At School their youthful Love began,, 
Where they together rofe to Man. With 

9. Mutataque Jimul tog*.! The Greeks and Latins called the 
Tutors of their Children lungs, or Governors. At the Age of 
feventeen their Youth put on the Toga, and were no longer under 
a Tutor's Power. The Toga was a large Mantle, worn over the 
Tunica, and different in Length, Colour and Ornaments, accord- 
ing to the Fortune or Profeffion of the Wearer, S a h. 
Gi, 
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13* Q^HajtATii Flacci Cakmivum Lib.** 

Crefra at careat pulchradies dota u \o 

Ncu prompts modtn amphorae, 

Nea morem io Salium fit jequies pedum r 
Nca mold Damalia meri 

Baflam ThreTcia vincat ajnyiiide * 
Neo deficit epulis rofa? r if 

Neu vivax apiurrvoea breve Itiiuin* 
Crimes in Damalin putrea 

Deponent ocukw $ nee Damalis novo* 
Divelletur adaltero, 

Lafcivis hederis aobiuofior* -so 

ro. Crefiane car eat >] A* Chalk wae found in great Abondance 
A Crete, the Ancients ufed to iky proverbially Crttan Mark for 
any Mark of Joy and Happioefs j, on the contrary, their onlocky 
Pays were fata tabe marked with black. 

Cnta\ an carbon* notanM. Hoc 

Bhfrim CretJ, mox k*e carbon* notafti. Peril Lamb*. 

l]. Mum Domain mtriJ] The ancient Romans had fnch an Ab- 
horrence of a. Woman's drinking to Excefs, that the Laws of rife 
tweWe Tables permitted an Husband to puniA his Wife with Death, 
who wee grity of Chat Crime. Uxorem taauhatam marito funitnU 
Htidinamtjui fetJbfovc efto> Sa n. 

TorrentiiM thinks that Damalia intendcd:a**ai»A/rsra* tfi mat to 
Jpare her Lover Komida in this Drinking Match, and that there- 
lore the Challenge ia formed»betwcen her and Balfiis, who is en* 
•enraged to attack this Miftrefs of the Feaih 

14. Tlremaamrflidt.] This Term is Greek, andngnifies aCoG- 
tom among the Thracians 0/ drinking a certain Meafore of Wine 
without dofisg the Lips or takia&Breatlu Lam*. 
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Od.36. Thb O&ii of Horace ?$$ 

With happieft Marks the Day fhall fhiae,. 

Nor want eh' abundant Joy of Wine r 

.Like Salian Pridh the Dance we'll lead,. * 

And manjr a mazy Meafure tread. 

Now let the Thracian Goblet foam, 

Nor in the breathlefs Draught o'ercome 

Shall Baflus yield his boafted Name 

To Dam&Iis of tipling Fame: 

Here let the Rofe and Lilly Qitd' 

Theix ftort-liv'd Bloom $ let Parfley fprea# * 

Its living Verdure o'er the Feaft, 

And crown with mingled: Sweets the Gotftr n 

On Damalis each amorous Boy 

Shall gaase with Eyes th t flow with J6y? 

While (he, as curls the Ivy-Plant, 

Shall twine luxuriant mond he* new Gallant* 

*6\ Vbvaxatfum.] AAindof wH4*arfleji.of a beautiful Vfc» 
dure, which preferves itt Fremne/s a long time, from whence the: 
Ffcet calk it vivax. m S a »^ 

J7. Putra ocubs.] The Eye by Exceft of Wine is loofe and flow- 
ing, or almoft diflblved and broken. At Love has the fame EffecV 
Anacreondefires a Painter to draw the Eyes of his Miftrefs, like- 
thofc oi Venus, fivwing in Mciflnre. lilt tfi in Vtnerm futrin 
**"* ^ Tv.a«i«i 
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Carmen XXXVTI. Ad -5odai.es. 

NU N C eft bibendum, none pede liberQ 
Pulfanda tellus ; nunc S&liarjbus 
Ornare polvinar Deoruqi 

Tempus erat dapibus, fodaks. 
Antehac nefas depromerc CsBCubma .$ 

Cellis avitis, dum C&pkolio 
Regina dementes ruinas, 
Funus & imperio pa*abat, 
Contaminato cum grege turpium 
Morbo virorum i .quidlibet iropoteos ip 

Sperare, fortunaque dplci . 
Ebria; fed miauit farorerji. 
Yix una fofpes navis ab ignibus ; 
Mentemque lympbataiaMareorico 

Redegit 

Tranflated by Dr. Dunkin. 

The Death of Cleopatra put an End to the Vfpr between Octa- 
tius and Antony. Horace conipofed fix Odes upon this Subject, 
And although this be thelaft, yet it is not the leaft beautiful. * As 
if the Succefs of Octavius had given him new Strength, the Poet 
and Hero are equally triumphant. The Character of Cleopatra is 
perfectly finifhed, and her Death reprefented in very natural and 
lively Colours. All her Paffions are in violent Motion ; her Am- 
bition is Drunk? nnefs } her Love is Madnefs ; and her Courage is 
Defpair 5 while the Soul of the Poet teems to be animated with all 
her Tranfports, which break forth into a Grandeur of Sentiments, 
aBoldnefs of Figures, and an Energy of Expreflion. 

We may obferve in this Ode (as in all the others which were 
written on the Subject of the Civil Wars) a conftant Tendernefs 
and, Qre for the Perfon of Antony. He raifed the whole Eaft in 
Arms again ft Oct a vi us, and his Death had now delivered that Prince 
from a dangerous Rival, and put an' End to a War, which had laid 
wafte the Republic fo many Years. Yet all the Indignation of the 
Poet falls upon Cleopatra, and her Death alone is propofed as an 
Object of the public Joy, To* a • S aw« 
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Ode XXXVII. To his Companion*. 

NO W let the Bowl with Wine be crown'd* 
Now lighter dance tfce mazy Rounds 

And let the facred Couch be ftor'd 
With the rich Dainties of^Salian Board. 

Sooner to draw the meUow'd Wine 

Pjeft from the rich Cagcgbian Vine 
. Were impious Mirth, while yet elate '* 

The Queen breathM Ruin to the Roman State* 

Surrounded by a tainted Train 

Of Men effeminaie, obfoene, 

She rav'd of Empire— nothing left-* 
Vaft in her Hopes and giddy with Succefs. 

But, hardty *efeu*d from the Flames; 

One lonely Ship her Fury tames > 

While 

Befides the prudential Reafons of not offending the Party of Afl T 
tony, which muft have been (till very powerful in Rome, Horace, 
might poffibly Have known that unhappy Roman, and was too £3? 
lierouato infult his Reputation after hiis .Death. . . 

• Verf.. i. Nunc eft bibendum,] Inftead of lofing himfiplf in puerile 
Ifrefcriptidns of the public* Joy, the Poet pafipth at once to tha/ 
Caufes from whence it rofe. The boundlefs Projects of Cleopa- 
tra 5 thofe Alarms, whjch fhe caufed through the whole Empire j, 
the Ruin of her Fortune, and the melancholy Cataftrophe of hev 
Death, ire the Objects, that animate the Scene, and fix our At- 
tention. l SaNj 
' a. Nunc Saliaribus,] .Upon any ^Tyentacfrantagedus to the State, 
the Romans ordered public Praters in the Temnles*and invited the 
Gods to Banquets of the greafeft Magnificence. ' The Exprefiion of 
Horace is perfectly fexafcl $ all theOrnamehts of the Enter tainmer^ 
were a Compliment to the Gods, but the Profit belonged to their 
Priefts^ San*. 
13. Ab igmbut\y The Fleet of Antony, even after Jhis Flight* 
ttade, fuch an obfbnate Refiftance, 33 obtiged Augu&us^to iend |pf 
' Firt from hisCfcmp to deftroy iC - ' - '* E*ac. 
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*3$ Q^Horatit FlacciCajlmincm Lib. i. 
JLedegit in veros timores 15- 

Gefar, ab Italia voiantem 
Remis adurgeoa (accipiter velut 
Moflcs columbaf, aut leporcm citu*> 
Venator in campis nivalis 
/Bimomx) darera catenir 26 

Vdtale monfirum ; quae generofnV 
Perire quaercns, nee muliebriter 
$xpavit enfent, nee latentes 
Clafle cita reparavit ora». 
Aufa & jacenttm vifcre regiartv z^ 

Vultu fereno fords,. oYafperas* 
Traftere ferpeates,. ut atrnm< 
Corpore combiberet venenata*. 
Deliberate mottcferocior :. 

Sxvh 1 

ic. Verot timores. J: Horace fayt, the*- continual teaitinapand « 
drinking , had difordered Cleopatra's UndeHtanding even to Mad- - 
Defs, and thefe wros timores arc put in ftrong Oppofition to quid- 
Ubtt impotent fperare. Her Hopes were vain, bat all - her Fears 
were real. San. 

x6. Ab Itaiii vo/aatem.J Cleopatra left Egypt with a numerous 
tnd formidable Fleet, and failed, as to a certain Conqueft, to-* 
wards Italy, which, from being an Object of her Hope*, , waa 
Sow become a Scene of Terrour, from which She fled, in the 
greater! Diforder, with all the Speed of Sails and Oars. Sa n. 

ao. Daret ut caeems.] Q&avius had given particular Directions 
to Proculeius and'Epaphroditus to take Cleopatra alive, that He 
anight make Himfeif Matter of her Tcea&Fet, and have the Glory 
•f leading her in Triumph... Juftly fenfible of this Ignominy, 
She had referved a Dagger for her laft Extremities, and when She 
law Proculeius enter, ihe raifed it to ilab.herfelf, but He dexte-t 
f oufly wrenched it from, her j- . Umb. 

ai. Monfirum \ fu*l This manner of faking is not without 
Example* in the beft' Authors. Ubi eft fce/us, fui me perdiditf. 
Tx a k n t. Duo imforh/na prodigia, fuos egeftas, &c, Cicero. 
where the Adje&iven applied to the- Peribn, rather- . than to the 
Subftantive* San* 

' 25. Jtttntem regiam.] It would 'contradia the Faith of Hiftory 
SO conilrue jaeentem lying in Ruins, . dirutam *or .deflrn&am* la 
Ptoif* of Style it may fienify mvftm, defclatam, dtjpermam. San.. 
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Od. 37. The Odis o* Hoiack. 157 

While CadTar with impelling Oar 
Purfned her flying from the Latian Shore J 

Her, with ^Egyptian Wine infpir'd, 
With the full Draught to Madnefs fr'd, 
Anguftas fobePd into Tears, 
And tnit'd her Vifions into real Fears* 

As darting fodden from ahoye 
The Hawk attacks a tender Dorc : 
Or fweepiogHontfatan drives the Hart 
O'er wide JBmonhU icy Defcrts drear * 

So Cas&r through the Billows preft 
To lead in Chains the fetal Peft : 
But fhe a nobler Fate explored, 
Nor Woman-like beheld the deathfal Sword* 

Uomov'd (he few her State defiroy'rf* 
Her Palace now a lonely Void, 
• Nor with her prorogated Hoft 
For Succour fled to feme far diftant Caaft» 

With fearlefs Hand fhe dar'd to grafp 
The Writhings of the wrathful Afp* 
And fuck the Poifon through her Veins, 
Refolv'd on Death, and fiercer from its Pains 1 

Then 

%$. Aff*rat.~\ Thit Word, taken in the Senfe of exacerbatas , 
tjptratas, forms a very beautiful Image, and exa&ly agreeable to 
Hiftory ; for Plutarch telh us, that She provoked the Afp to 
greater Fury by pricking it with a golden Spindle. Afpidem per- 
bibtntfufa aureo if/am Uuejjtnth & fiimulantii arripuijt Cleofatr*- 
bracbium. 

Thui died the moft beautiful and moft ambitious Princefi in 
the- World at the Age of thirty eight Yean, of which She reigned 
ferenteea, With,lpr fell the ^Egyptian Monarchy,, which had 
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Sfevis Liburnis fcilicet invidens, . ^o 
Privata deduci fuperbo 

Non humilis mulier triumpho. v - 

fubfifted two hundred, fourfcore, and fourteen Year*, under thir- 
teen Kings of the Family of the Lagidas. 9a n. 
30. Savit Liburnit.] The Poejt mcationa l£eie Veflijlt, £o*on- 



Carmen XXXVHI. Ad Tvzkvu^ 

PE R S IC O S pdi» pucr, apparatus 1 
Difplicent nex* philyra coronse r 
Mitte feftari, rofa quo locornm 

Sera moretur. 
Simplici myrto nihil allabores 5 

Sedulus curae : neque te miniftrom 
Dedecet rnyrtus, neque me (ub ardla 
Vite bibentera. 

(^Horati* 

This little Piece halih nothing remarkable eitfce* in tfee Subject 
or the Compofition. It is rather a Song, than an Ode 5 and yet 
the Genius and Manner of a great Matter appears in .the lmalleit. 
Works. We find here an Expreflion eafy and natural, Verfes 
flowing and harmonious, and a little Stroke of Pleafantry, which 
very happily ends the Song. Horace had probably invited feme of 
his Friends to Supper, and his Slave was making an extraordinary 
Preparation for their Entertainment. But our Poet, in his Epi- 
curean Wifdom, declares that Pleafures more Ample and lefs ex- 
travagant were better fuited to his Tafte. San. 

Vejrf. j. Rofa f.tv.J Tbey, who were more foft and delicate* 
thought themfelves very little elegant, unlefs their Luxury chang- 
ed the whole Year j unlcft they had Winter-Rofes floating in 

theic 
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Od. 38. Thb Oqe* of Horace. 139 

Then feormog to be led the Boaft 
Of mighty Csefar's naval Hoft, 
And arm'd with more than mortal Spleen 

Defrauds a Triumph and expires a Queen. 

If becaufe titey were psrtfcuMy ferviceable in gaining the TicHp 
qr, but in Compliment to his Patron Maecenas, who conumadta 
that Squadron. Sam. 



Ode XXXVIII. TohisSlavk. 

ITE L L thee, Boy, that I deteft 
The Grandeur of a Petfian Feaft, 
Nor for Me the Linden's Rind 
Shall the flowery Chaplet bind ; 
Then fearch not where the curious Rofe 
^Beyond his Seafon loitering grows, 
Bat beneath the mantling Vine 
While I quaff the flowing Wine, 
The Mya tie's Wreath fhall crown our Brows, ' 

While You fhall wait and I carouse. 

THE 

<beir Cops. DeUeati Mi & fluentes porta* fe lantos futabant, ntfi 
Juxuria vertijfet annum, nifi bybtrn* foculii rofa innataffltnt. 

Pacat.. 

6. Sedulm cur*.] The Elegance of this Reading, which Mr. 
Cuaingham bath reftcrtd from an ancient Manafcript, had efcap- 
*d the common Grammarians and Copy! (Is. They believed they 
were obliged to read euro with Regard to Horace, or euro, with Re- 
lation to his Slave. San. 

7. Dtdecet myrtus.] The Ancients ufed to crown their Heads 
with Myrtle in their Feafts, not .only becaufe it was facred to 
Venus, but becaufe they thought it difpelled the Vapours of 
their Wine. Lamb, 
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Q^Horatii Flacci 

CARMINUM 

LIBER SECUNDU8. 

i rr n * 1 — - 

Carmen I. Ad Asxnium Pollionbm. 

MOTUM ex Metello confide civicum, 
Bellique caufas, & vitia & modos, 
Ladtmque Fortonae, gravefque 
Prindpum amicuias, & arms 

Noadao 

Tranflited by Dr. Dvnkih*- 
Wife fince die Year'715 lived in t privffte Manner at Rome*, 
and in hit Retirement had* written feverat Tragedies, which, in the 
Judgment of Horace and Virgil, had equalled the Stage of Roane 
to that of Athens. But a Work better meriting hit whole 
Strength and Attention waa an Hiflory of the Civil Wart. It 
waa already far advanced when the Poet wrote thit Ode, and be- 
ing apprehenfive left that Applaufe; which Pollio 'received from 
the Stage, might interrupt an Hiftory £0 interefting to- the Re- 
public, He urge* him in the ftrongeft Manner to continue it, yet 
tells him at the feme Time, how delicate- and dangerous a Work: 
lie had undertaken. Mr. Dacicr believes that this Ode was writ- 
ten in the Year 714., two Years after the Battle of Philippe 
when Pollio was Coniul. Yet it is very little reasonable that fie 
Aould have Leifiue in the very Action of the Perufian War, the 
Treaty of Brundufium, and the Bufinefs of his Gonfulihip, to 
write either Hiftories or Tragedies. And as Pollio was a&uaUy 
then in Anna againft O&avius to hinder his Pajfagc over- the Alps, 
it muft have been a very poetical Indifcretion in Horace to write 
to Him with fo much Friendship and Efteem. Befides, O&aviut 
was the Year, before fo powerful in Rome, that He obliged Lo~ 
ciiis Antonius the Confal, and Brother of the Triumvir, to leave* 
k i, not it it grobable, that he would have fuffered Pollio to exer* 

oils. 
/ 
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THE SECOND 

BOOK 

OF THE 

ODES of HO RACE. 

Ode L To Asinius Pollio. 

GP warm Commotions, wrathful Jars, • 

The growing Seeds of civil Wan ; 
Of doable Fortune's cruel Games, 
The fpetious Means, the private Aims, 
And fatal Friendfhips of the guilty Great, 
Alas ! how fatal to the Roman State ! 

Of 

cife an Office of fo much Power, while he was openly engaged 
in the Partv of Antony. The War of Perofium ended in Spring 
7X4! and Enon writes that Antony, whom Pollio had joined, did 
not return to Italy until the Month of July the fame Year ; and 
as the Peace of Brundufium, concluded by the Interpofition of 
Cbccius, Maecenas, and Pollio, was not perfected until Septem- 
ber, Pollio's Confulfhip could have continued but a roort Time, 
and consequently He could have but little Leifure for writing. If 
then we fix the Date of this Ode in the Year 725, when the 
civil War was ended by the Death of Antony, we /Hall allow 
Pollio a fufficient Time for his Hiftory, and we may with more 
Probability fuppofe, that he undertook fuch a Work as an Amufe- 
snent in his Retirement from public Affairs. San* 

Verf. a. Vitia 6f modos.] Thefe two Words bear a very diffe- 
rent Senfe. The firft /hews the Confluences and EfieAs of the 
civil War j The fecond explains the Conduct and Circumftancea 
of it. San. 

4. Graveffue Principum amicuia**] Velleius, fpeaking of the 
nift Triumvirate, gives the full Idea of this Epithet grow, hi* 

- 



142 Qi.Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. z. 
Nondum expi&tis undla cruoribus, g 

Periculofae plenum opus aleae 
Tradas, & iacedis per ignes 
Suppofitos cineri dolofo 1 
Paulum fercrae Mufaj tragoediae , 
Defit thfcatris : mox, ubi publicas 10 

Res ordinaris, grande imunus - 
Cecropio repetes cothurmy 
Ittfigne tnceftts praefidium reis, 
£t confulenti Pollio curiae ; 

Cui laurus aetemos honores ij 

Dalmatio peperit triurapho. 

Jam 

ter Cafarem, Pmpeium, Gf Craffam inita Potentiaj ficietas, ju* 
Vrbi, Orbique i err arum, nee minds diver fique tempore ipfis exitiabi- 
lis fuerit. The fame might be faid of the fecond Triumvirate, 
according to an.Expreflion of Cato }• It was not their Enmity, but 
their Friendjhip, that was fatal to the Republic. San> 

5. Nondum expiatisA Horace here meant the Ceremonies of 
Expiation with which the Pontiffe ufed to purify the People* when 
polluted with the Blood of their Fellow Citizens. They appear- 
ed in Arms in the Campus Martius $ The Ceremony was called 
Armilufirium, and the Sacrifice Salitaurilia. Turnii. 

6. Periculof* opus.] This and the two following Lines repre- 
fent to Pollio his Danger in attempting a Work of fo much Im- 
portance in the Subject, and fo much Delicacy in the Manner of 
treating it. The Faith of Hiftory was to be preferred, yet with- 
out offending Auguftus, or difobliging the many Families, who 
had been' deeply engaged in the civil War. Thefe two Expref- 
fions, by which the Poet would reprefent this political Danger, 
a Work of dangerous Dye, and walking through Fires, feem to 
have been proverbially ufed in the Roman Language. Jacla tfl 

. aka, V It imam experiri a learn. 

lnfalix, properas ultima nojfe mala, 
Et mifer ignotos vefiigiaferre per ignes, Propert. 

San. Dac. 
9. Sever* Mufa trageedia?.'] Befides the political Danger of 
writing fuch an Hiftory, the real Difficulty of executing it hap- 
pily required Pollio's whole Art and Penetration ; his utmoft Dili- 
gence and Care. The Poet therefore advifes Him to .quit all other 
Studies j to forget the Mufe who prefides over Tragedy, and to 
give Himfelf entirely to this grande munus. But when He fhall 

have 
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(3d. 'i. The Odes of Horace. . 14} 

Of mighty Legions late-fubdu'd, 

And Arms with Latian Blood imbru'd, 

Yet unaton'd (a Labour vaft ! ~ 

c Doubtful the Dye, and dire the Caft ?) 
You treat adventurous, and incautious tread 
On Fires, with faithlefs Embers overfpfead : 

Retard a while" thy glowing Vein, 
v Kor fwell the folerhn, tragic Scene ; 
And when thy fage, fiiftoric Cares 
Have form'd the Train of Rome's Affairs, 
With lofty Rapture re-ihflam'd, infufe 
Heroic Thoughts, and wake the buskkt'd Mufei 

O Polllo, Thou the great Defence 

Of fad, impleaded Innocence, 

On wtyom, to weigh the grand. Debate, ; 

In deep GottfaUthe Father's wait j ' , 
For whom the Triumphs a'er Dalm-atia fpread . 
Unfading Honours round thy laurel'd Head. 

, Lo 

have ordered j when He /hall have formed the public Affairs by. 
fimfhing their Hiftory, let hifri then return to the Applaufe of 
the Theatre 5 to that Kind of Writing in which he had fo much 
Siiccefr. t San* 

• ; io» Ptibh'cds tes ordin&ris.l The ancient Scholiafls underftand 
erdinarii for fcripfetis, and although the Word be not very com-, 
mon in this Acceptation, yet Horace, a great Imitator of the 
Greeks, hath taken from them an Expreflion, that fignifies tha 
Composition and Order of the different Matters which enter into 
a learned Work . Iwtclttsiv fignifies to write a Book, as a-£vray/*a 9 
a Book or Volume. Bent* 

Another Argument, of great Authority to confirm this Senfe of 
the Ode, is an ancient Manufcript, quoted by Turnebus and. Sea - 
ligcr with this Title i Ad AJinium Po/Iionem, *virum confukrem- 9 
ut ihtermtjtfis Tragcedite, belli civilis defcr'tbat biftoriam. . 

16. Dalmatio iriumpbo.J Appian tells us, that Antony /ent an 
Army agaihft the Parthinaeans, a People of UJyria, who made ire*i 
querlt Incuruons into Macedonia. Exercitum mifit in Partbimeos, 

gentevt 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



*44 Q^Horatii Flacci CA&iimvif Lib.*. 
Jam nunc mlnaci murmure cornaum 
Perftriugis turcs : jam litui ftrepunt : 
Jam fttlgor armorum fugaces 

Tenet cquos, equitudnque vultof. 2» • 

Videre magnos jam vidcor duces 
Non indecoro pulvere fordidos, 
£t can&a terrarum fiiba&a, 
Prseter atrocem animum Catoms. 
Juno, & Deorum quifquis amicior 25 

Afris, inulta ccffcrat impotcns 
Tcllure, viftorum nepotes 
Rcttolit inferias Jugurtha% „. 

Quia 

9t*tmlByricam, Macedonian incur fare foUtos* Dion writes, that 
Pollio by fonie Battles appeafed an Infurre&ioa in Epidaurus, -a 
City of the Parthinaeans. Eodem tempore apud Epidaur'm (Par* 
tbitutorum urb% eft Epidaurus ) tttmuUum ctortum Pollio, faSis aii- 

Stot prteliiiy compejau't. The Marble Tablet, upon which the 
omans preferred the Memory of their Triumphs, have this In- 
icription ; Pollio, the Proconful, in the Year— —triumphed the 
twenty-fifth Day of October for his Conqueft of the Parthinaeans. 
Caiui Afikius Cneij PolUo proconful amo~~ex Partbinmt otlavo ca- 
iendas Novembres. 

Theie three Paflages naturally give Light to each other, and the 
laft fays exprefly, that Pollio was Proconful when He triumphed 
for this Expedition. It is true that the Year of this Triumph it 
effaced in the Infcription $ but it is clearly marked in the Lines 
which immediately precede, where it is faid, that Lucius Marcius 
Cenforinus was Conful. His Confulinip fell upon the Year 715 * ' 
which Dion has marked for the Year of Pollio's Triumph, and 
confequently an Ode, which mentions his Triumph, could not 
have been compofed while he was Conful. . Sam. 

It was neceflary to afcertain the Time of Pollio's Triumph, and 
to prove it was after his Confulihip, 4>ecaufe feme Commentators 
fay, the Ode was written during his continuance in that Office, 
and from thence conclude, that the Expreflions Ordinare res fub~ 
Ucai and confulenti curia prapdium mean his ordering the Affairs 
of the Republic as her chief Magiftrate, and directing the Coon* 
lets of the Senate as her Conful. The firft of thefe Exprefliona 
hath been already explained j the other might have been a Com- 
pliment to any Senator of Eloquence and Dignity, ! 

ai. Videre magnou] The Authority of the Manufcripts appeal! \ 
in Favour of the ufuai Reading audirc, but Reafon requires videre. 

Horace 
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Od. i. The Odes op Horace. . 145 
Lo ! now the Clarion's Voice I hear, 
Its thrcatning Murmurs pierce mine Ear 
And in thy Lines with brazen Breath 
The Trumpet founds the Charge of Death ; 
Now, now the Flafh of brandifh'd Arms affright 
The flying Steed, and marrs the Rider's Sight I 

Panting with Terrour I furvey 

The martial Hoft in dread Array, 

The Chiefs, how valiant and how juft ? 

DehTd with not inglorious Dud, 
And all the World in Chains bat Cato fee 
Of Soul unfhock'd and favage to be free. 

Imperial Juno, fraught with Ire, 

And all the partial Gods of Tyre, 

Who, feeble to revenge her Cries, 

Retreated to their native Skies, 
Have in this Vi&or's bleeding Race repaid 
Jugurtha's Ruin and appeasM his Shade. 

What 
Horace it not here fpeaking of any Orders given by the Generals, 
nor of any Harangues made to the Soldiers, but with a bold, poe- 
tical Spirit defcribing their Actions, and ACHons are the proper 
Objects of Sight, not of Hearing. The Correction was made by 
Beroaidus, and appeared fo neceuary, that Dr. Bentley, Mr. Cu~ 
ningham, and Sanadon, have received it. 

24. Atrvcem animtrm.] All the Praifes, which this Republican 
Hero hath received from different Authors, are not equal to this 
angle Character, that Csefar found it eafier to fubdue the whole 
World, than the inflexible Spirit of Cato. Virgil, in the fame 
Senfe, fays virtus ferox, and Siiius ltalicus atrox virtus. Boko. 

25. Juno, & Deerum.] Horace here leaves the Hiflory of Pol- 
lio, and without any Connexion with the former Part of the Ode, 
throws Hxmfeif into fuch Reflections as he knew could not be 
difagreeable to Auguftus. With his ufual Addrefs upon this de- 
licate Subject, He avoids the true Csufes of the civil Wars, and 
aicrihes them not to the Ambition of Ccfar, but to the Ven« 
geaace of the Gods. Dac. 

28. Remlit h/erias.] The Word rettuHt is here taken in th c 
Vol. I. H ftm* 
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146 Q. Horatii Flacct Carminum Lib. 2. 
Quis non Latino fanguine pinguior 
Campus fepulcrisimpia p.oelia 3 

Teftatur, auditumque Medis 
Hefperiae foriitum ruinae ? 
Qui gurges ? Ecquae flumina lugubris 
Ignara belli ? Quod mare Dauniae 

Non decoloravere caedes ? j j 

Quae caret ora cruore noftro ? 
Sed ne reli&is, Mufa procax, jocis, 
Ceae retraces munera naenias : 
Mecum Dioraeo Tub antro 

Quaere modos Ieviore ple&ro. 40 

Carmen 

fame Senfe as in the Proverb par pari referre, and inferias alludes 
to a Cuftom of the Anticnts, who facrificed a Number of Pri- 
foners upon the Tombs of their Generals. This Cuftom at length 
appeared fo barbarous to the Roman People, that they were con- 
tented with the lefs cruel Fights of their Gladiators, who were 
-called Bujiuarij 9 from their fighting before the Sepulchres of the 
Dead. Tori. 

19. S^uis non Latins fanguine.] The Poet no longer confines 
Himfelf to the Quarrel between Caefar and Pompey, but expofes 
in general the melancholy Effects of the whole civil War, The 
Images of thefe two Strophes are very nobly fpirited \ Rivers 
and Gulphs appear animated and enlivened } and Italy is repre- 
sented as a vaft Body, the Fall of which is heard to Nations 
mod diftant. San. Dac. 

30. Impia pralia.] All Wars among Fellow-Citizens are im- 
pibus, as they tend to the Detraction of their Country J but the 
Poet has been careful that the Epithet fhould not offend Octavius, 
iince he has not marked upon which Party this Impiety lay, and 
hath been particularly cautious not to name the fecond Triumvi- 
rate. San* 

37. Sed ne rcliSts,] The Poet flops here very happily. He 
could not enter into a Detail of the Actions of the fecond Tri- 
umvirate, without touching upon Things, which might difpleafc 
Auguftus j and perhaps be would thus insinuate to Pollio, how 
much Ciution was neccfiary in writing the Hiftory he had under- 
taken. San. 

2 38. Cem 

t 
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Od. i. The Odes op HoraCk. 147 

What Plain, by Mortals travers'd o'er, 

Is not enrich'd with Roman Gore ? 

Dnnumber'd Sepulchres record 

The deathful Harveftof the Sword, 
And proud Hefperia rufhing into Thrall, 
While diftant Parthia heard the cumberous Fall. 

What Gulph, what rapid River flows 

Unconfcious of our wafteful Woes ? 

What rolling Sea's unfathom'd Tide 

Have not the Daunian Slaughters dy'd ? 
Whit Coaft, encircled by the briny Flood, 
Boafts not the fhameful Tribute of our Blood ? 

But Tfiou» my Mufe, to whom belong _ 

The fportive Jeft and jocund Song, 

Beyond thy Province ceafe to ftray, 

Nor vain revive the plaintive Lay : 
Seek humbler Meafures, indolently laid 
With Me beneath fome Love-fequefter'd Shade. 

Opt 

38. Cea retraces muntra tutniaA'Nania is an Hebrew or Syriac 
Word, which properly ugnifies the Songjthat was fung at Funerals by 
the Mourners. But, by Nania in this Pafiage, the Poet intends 
the Goddefs Naenia, who prefided over Tears, Lamentations, and 
Funerals. He bids the Mufe be cautious not to attempt the Office 
of the melancholy Cean Goddefs, and by this Goddefe he means 
the Mufe who inspired Simonides with Verfes fo tender and af« 
retting, that Catullus calls them the Tear* of Simonides* 

Mall i us lacrymis Simottidcix. Dac. 

39. Dionao fub antro*] Although Dione were the Mother of 
Venus, yet Venus herfelf is called by that Name. The Poet 
therefore invites his Mufe into the Cave of Venus, there to fijig 
of Love and Gallantry in a Tone kfs elevated Uviore pte&ro, and 
forbids her to imitate the plaintive Strains of Simonides* Lamb* 

Ha 
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Carmen II. Ad Crispum Sallustium. 

NU L L U S argento color eft avails 
Abdito terris ; inimice lamnae, 
Crifpe Sallufti, nifi temperato 
Spiendeat ufu. " 

Vivet extento Proculeius acvo, * j 

Notus in fratres anirai paterni : 
Ilium aget penna metuente folvi 
Fama fuperftes. 

Latius 

The mention of Phraates in this Ode might have directed us to 
the Date of it, but Dion and Juftin differ in their Accounts in 
what Year that Tyrant was reftored to the Throne of Parthia. 
Juftin fixes his Reftpration in the Year 718, when Auguftus was 
in Spain. Quum 'magn$ tempore finitimas civ it at ei Pbraates fati- 
gajet, Scytbarum maxim* auxilio in regnum refiituitur, & Tirida- 
tes ad Cafarem in Hifpania beUum tunc temporis gtrtntem profugit. 
This Account makes the Bantfhment of Phraates to have conti- 
nued ten Years, fines he was driven out of Parthia foon< after hit 
Victory over Antony, the Glory of which had infpired him with 
infupportable Cruelty and Pride. S5(ua vi&$ria injolentior redditus, 
fuum multa crudeliter confuUret, in exilium a popuh fuo pcllitur. 

Dion tells the Story differently. When Auguftus was in his 
Eaftern Expedition in the Year 714, Tiridates fled to him for Suc- 
cours againft Phraates, who at the fame time fent an EmbaftTy 
to him. Tiridates vi&ut in Syriam tonfugit, Pbraates viSor /«• 
gatit ad Qefarem mi fit t It is true, Juftin speaks upon the Faith 
of Trogus Pompeius, who was Cotemporary with Auguftua 5 but 
Juftin hath only abridged his Hiftory, and is, in general, fuffi- 
ciently perplexed in his Accounts of Parthia. On the contrary, 
Dion hath digefted his Fafts according to their Years from the 
public A&s 5 a Method in which he could not eafily miftake. 
We can therefore only conclude with Certainty, that this Ode was 
written between the Years {even hundred and twenty-four, and 
thirty-two. All beyond this is gueffing. 

Mr. Dacier gives this Ode an Air of Satire, as if Horace in- 
tended to cure Salluft of his Prodigality, by difengaging him from 
his excefiive Expences, and to fortify him, by the Power of Exam- 
ples, againft Avarice and Ambition, Nothing appears in the Ode 

to 
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Ode II. To Crispvs Sallustius. 

GOLD hath no Luflre of its own, 
It flrines by temperate Ufe alone, 
And when in Earth it hoarded lies 
My Salluft can the Mafs defpife. 

With never-failing Wing (hall Fame 
To lateft Ages bear the Name 
Of Proculeius, who could prove 
A Father, in a Brother's Love. 

By 

*o fopport thit Criticifm; HiAory formally contradicts it |' and 
Horace had too much Art to treat the fetond Favourite of Au~ 
guftus in fo familiar a manner. 

Salluft was a Courtier of a philosophical Character. Contented 
with the Rank in which he was born-, like a faithful Follower 
of Epicurus' be knew how to join an open, unbounded Luxury to a 
laborious Care of the public Affairs ; and the Poet, in fetting forth 
the Maxims of Epicurean Philofophy, feems indirectly to applaud 
the Perio*, who Could thus found his Defires, and enjoy with 
Honour the confideraMe Fortune his Uncle had ratted. San. 

Verf. 5. Froculeiui] Had two Brothers, Tcrentios and Licinius. 
Teresttfotwa* designed Conful in the Year feven hundred and 
' thirty, bat died before he could enter upon his Office. Licimfts 
unfortunately engaged htmfclf in a Conrprracy againft Auguftus, 
nor could all the Intereft of his Brother Proculeius and Maecenas, 
who had married their Sifter Terentia, preferve him from Ba- 
aifimient. An old Commentator relates a particular Story, which 
greatly enlightens this PafTage. He fays, that Proculeius divided 
his Patrimony with his Brothers, whofe Fortunes were ruined in 
the civil Wars. 

But befides this noble Inftance of Generofity, the Character of 
Proculeius is perfectly amiable. He was a great Lover of Men of 
Letters, whom he fupported by his Credit, and animated by his 
Bounty. 

Nor was he lefs remarkable for his conftant Fidelity to Auguftus, 
who had once fome Intentions of making him his Son -in- Law j 
yet the Poet thinks it more glorious for him to be recommended 
to Pofterity by this noble Inliance of Brother's Love, than by be- 
ing a Favourite and Confident of the Mailer of the World. 

Dac. San. 
H 3 13. Crejcit 
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l$o Q^HoratiiFlacci Carminum Lib. 2. 
Latius regnes avidum domaodo 
Spiritum, quam fi Libyam remotis i© 

Gadibus jungas, & uterque Pceuus 

Serviat uni. 
Crefcit indulges fibi dirus hydjop.% 
Nee fitim pellir, nifi caufa morbi 
Fugerit venis, & aquofus albo k 

Corpore languor. 
Redditum Cyri folio Phraaten, 
Diffidens plcbi, -numero beatoruat 
Eximit Virtus ; populumque faliis 

Dedocet uci zo 

Vocibus, regnum, & diadema tutum 
Deferens uni, propriamque laurum, 
Quifquisringcntes oculo irretorto 

Spettat acervos. 

Carmen 

13. Crtfch indulgens.'] The Antients frequently compared the 
covetous and ambitious to Perfons afHided with a Dropfy. Water 
only irritates the Thirft of the one, as Honours and Riches pro- 
voke the infatiable Appetite of the others Indeed great For- 
tunes rather enlarge, than fill our Defires. Dac. 

j 8. Numero beatorumj] Horace alludes to an Expreffion very 
frequent among the People, who ufually called thofe Perfons hapfy, 
. who were greatly rich. Status eft qui multa hma pojjidet. V a r ro. 
Virtue, fays the Pcet, never talks the Language of the Vulgar, 
and gives the Title of happy to him alone, who can defpife . the 
Wealth, which others poitefs. Dac, 

19. Virtus.] Philofophy, which is here called Virtue, inftru&s 
as to reconcile our Pajfions with Reafon, and our Pleaiure with 

Duty i 
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By Virtue's Precepts to controul 

The thirfty Cravings of the Soul 

Is over yvider Realms to reign, 

Uoenviect Monarchy than if Spain 

You could to diftant Lybia join, 

And both the Carthage* were thine. 

The Dropfy, by Indulgence nurs'd, 
Purfues us with increafing Thirft, 
Till Art expels the Caufe, and drains 
The watry Languor from our Veins. 
True Virtue can the Croud un teach 
Their falfe, miftaken Forms of Speech } 
Virtue, to Crouds a Foe profelt, * 
Difdains to number with the Bled 
Phraates, by his Slaves ador'd, 
And to the Parthian Crown reftor'd, 
But gives the Diadem, the Throne, 
And laurel Wreath to Him alone, 
Who can a treafur'd Mafs of Gold 
With firm, undazzled Eye behold. 

Duty j but the Croud, in a falfe Ufe of Words, difguifc the real 
Nature of Things by miftaken Names. Fraudarc, rapert 9 faffit 
nominibut imperium appellant. Tac. Dac. 

zj. Oculo trretsrto.] The Man, who can look directly upon an 
Heap of Gold, without being obliged to turn away his Eyes, or be- 
}ng dazzled with its Splendour, is, in the Language of Virtue, 
the only King. Such is an Eagle's Eye, which can look directly 
eculo irrttorto at the Sun. Lams. 

H 4 ' Oa* 
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Carmen III. Ad Q^ Dellium. 

7T7 QJJ A M memento rebus in ardais 
jL32j Servare mentem, non (ecus in bonis 
Ab infolenti temperatam 
Laetkia ; moricure Delli, 
Seu moeftus omni tempore vixeris, 5 

Seu te in remoto gramine pef dies 
Feftos reclinatum be'aris 
Interiore note Falcrni ; 
Qua pinus ingens, albaque populus 
Umbram hofpitalem confociare amanc 10 

Ramis, & obliquo laborat 
Lympba fugax trepidare rivo ; 

ft* 

Dellius was a true Pi&ure of Inconftancy. After Castar's Death 
he changed his Party four Times in the Space of Twelve Years, 
from whence Meflafa ufed pleaiantly to call him defukorem bslhrum 
civilium, is Allufion to a CuAom of the ancient Cavalry, who 
had two Horfes, and vaulted from one to the other, as they were 
1 tired. . The Peace, that focceeded the civil Wars, gave him an 
Opportunity of eftablifhing his Affairs, which m*& naturally have 
been greatly dllbrdered by ?o many Changes. At this time Horace 
wrote this Ode, in which he inftrn&s him in the pureft Maxims 
of Epicurean Philofophy. 

The Se-ul and Body, in the Opinion of Epicurus, were two 
Parts, compofed of the fame Matter, which ought to unite, in 
the Harmony and Agreement of their Pleafores, for the Happi- 
nefs of Man. Horace therefore, after advifing Dell his to pofleft 
his Soul in Tranquillity by the Moderation of his Pafiions, allows 
him to indulge his Senfes with innocent Diverfions. This is all 
that an Epicurean can reasonably (ay, according to his own Prin- 
ciples. San. 

Verf. i. JSfuam.l Virtue finds Dangers and Difficulties in all 
Extremes of Life. Profperity exalteth us too high ; Adverfity 
deprefleth us too low. The laft Effort therefore of Reafon is to 
fupport us equally between Preemption and Defpair ; nor is any 
Reflection more capable of producing this Equality of Soul, than 
the Thoughts of Death, which fhall one Day put an End to all 

the 
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Ode III. To Dellius. 

IN arduous Hoars an equal Mind maintain, 
Nor let your Spirit rife too high. 
Though Fortune kindly change the Scene, 
Alas ! my Dellius, Thou wert born to die, 

Whether your Life in Sadncfs pafi, 
Or wing'd with Pleafure glide away ; 

Whether, reclining on the Grafs, 

You blefs with choicer Wine the feftal Day, 

Where the pale Poplar and the Pine 

Expel th' inhofpitable Beam ; 
In kindly Shades their Branches twine, 

And toils, obliquely fwift, the purling Stream*. 

There 

the dances of Fortune. Such a ReAe&ion may furnife us nnjitb 
Motives of Patience in oor Afflidion, and of Moderation in. our 
Pleafures. San* 

4. Moriture TUB.] The whole Beauty and Force of this Stro- 
phe confifts in the tingle Word moriture, which is not only an 
Epithet, but a Reafon to confirm the Poet's Advice. Dac. 

8. Interior e not& Falerui."] The Romans marked upon every 
Calk the Growth and Vintage of their Wines, and as they, were 
laid in every Year, the oldeft muft have been deepeft in the Cel- 
lar. We may likewife under ft and fome choicer Wine, kept for 
a particular Occafjon of Mirth and Pleafure. Ol n Com. La m b. 

9. Albaque populus,] The poplar Leaf is white below, and of * 
deep green above, whence VirgU calls it bicalor. ^ The Mytnolo- 
gifts give a pleafant Reafon for it* Hercules having defcended to 
Hell crowned with Poplar, his Sweat withered, the Leaves on one 
fide, and the Smoke blackened the other* ' San* 

12. Lympba fugax.] Here Lambinus cries out, Horace is won- 
derful, I had almoft faid divine, in his Epithets. How happy is 
the Word tepidare to fignify the Courfe of a Rivulet, which flows 
tremule & trtpide, which \ab0r9t trepidare, flows with. Pain and 
Labour, and Murmuring ! 

h 5 1^ £sr 



y Google 



154 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. 2, 
Hue vina, & unguenta, 8c nimium brevb 
Flores amocnos ferrc jube rofae; 

Dum res, &aetas, &ibrorum ij 

Fila trium patiuntur atra. 
Cedes coeratis fahibus, 8c domo, 
Villaque, fhvua quam Tiberis lavit, 
Cedes ; & extru&is in altum 

Divitii9 potietur haeres. ' 20 

Divefne, prifco & natus ab Inacho, 
Nil intereft, an pauper, 8c infima 
De gence fub dio moreris, 
Vi&ima nil miferantis Orcj. 
Omnes eodem cogimur : omnium 25 

Verfatur nrna, ferius, ocius - 
Sors exitura, 8c nos in sternum 
Exilium impofitura cyraba. 

Carman 

$3. Et nitnium brevit floret rofttA The following beautiful EpU 
giam has been tranflated as the beft Comment upon our Author s 

Quam longa una dies, at as tarn Unga rtfarmn, 

Sottas fubejcetites juntla jeneEia f remit. 
Quam modo nafcentem rutilus confpexit Ecus, 

Banc rtdieni fero wjjpere *vidit anum. 
Mark one Day's Reign, fo long the lovely Rofc 
Iri Virgin Pride, with living Purple glows, 
And, as it triumphs, haftenstoits Doom, 
While Age united nips the blulhing Bloom 1 
That which the Sun beheld in rich Array, 
Breathing ffefli Fragrance to the new-born Day, 
At his Return declines the haggard Head, 
Its Beauties blafted, and its Glories dead. D. 

15. lb** 



ii 



y Google 



Od. 3. The Odes op Horace. 155 

There pour your Wines, your Odours fhed, 

Bring forth the rofy, fhort-liv'd Flower, 
While Fate yet fpins thy mortal Thread, 

While Youth and Fortune give th' indulgent Hour. 

Your purchas'd Woods, your Houfe of State, 

Your Villa wafhM by Tiber's Wave, 
You mull, my Dellius, yield to Fate, 

And to your Heir thefe high-pil'd Treafures leave. 

Though you could boaft a Monarch's Birth, 
Though Wealth unbounded round Thee flows, 

Though poor, and fprung from vulgar Earth, 
No Pity for his Vi&im Pluto knows, 

For all mud tread the Paths of Fate, 

And ever (hakes the mortal Urn, 
Whole Lot embarks us, foon or late, 

On Charon's Boat, ah ! never to return. 

15. Ret] Three Things invite Dellius to purfoe the Poet's Ad- 
vice 5 Ret, his prefent State of Fortune, which was happily im- 
proved fince his fubmitting to Auguftus after the Battle of Alli- 
um 5 JEtat, his Age, which was now in its greateft Vigour $ 
Fila trium firorum, his Health, which promifed him a Number 
of Years, while the Fates yet fpin the black and fatal Thread of 
Lifi J* San. 

25. Omnium ver/atur urna.] As it was cuftomary among the 
Ancients to decide Affairs of utrooft confequence by Lot, they 
feigned, that the Names of all Mankind were written upon Bil- 
lets, and thrown into an tfra, which was perpetually in Motion s 
••ulthat they, whofe Billets were firft drawn, (houlddie fiiil. Dac. 

H 6 Cdi 
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Carmen IV, Ad Xanthiam Phoceum. 

NE fit ancillae tibi amor pudori, 
Xantbia Phoceu .* prius infolentem 
Serva Brifeis niveo colore 
Movit Achillem. 
Movit Ajacem Telamone natum y 

Forma captivae dominum Tecmeflae : 
Arfit Atrides medio m triumpho 

Virgine rapta ; 
Barbaras poftquani cecidere turmae 
Theflalo viclore, & ademptus He&or lo 

Tradidit feflis leviora tolli 

Pergama Graiis. 
Nefcias an te generum beati 
Phyliidos ilavae decorent parentes : 
Regium certe-genus, ac Penates 
Mceret iniquos. 

Crede 

Horace, with an Air of Irony and Pleafantry, encontages Pao- 
ceus to indulge his Paffion for bis Slave* It hath been- already 
remarked, that Lovers of this kind were called Ancillarkli 5 We 
have the Term in Martial,' with another of the fame Character, 

Ancilhriolum tua ttwcat uxor r & ipfa. 
Leilicariol'a eft j eftis, Alauda, pares* 

Verf. 3. Niveo colore,] Dares Phrygius hath left W the follow- 
ing Picture of Brifeis. Brifeidam formofam, alta ftatura, candi* 
dafn t captllo jfla<vo t & mel/i, fuperciliis juncTts, ocubs <uenuftis % 
cerpore tfquali, blandam, affabilem, vereeundam, animo fimplici^ 
piam. Brifeis was beautiful, tall, fair-complexioned j her Hair 
yellow and delicate 5 her Eye-brows joined \ her Eyes modeftly 
fweet ; and her whole Perfon exactly proportioned. She was gen* 
tie, affable, mod eft, fimple of Manners,, and pious. He hath 
alfo given this Description of Caflandra ; Mediocri ftatura, ore ro- 

iunde, 
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Ode IV. To Xanthias Phocbus. 

BLUSH not, my Phoceus, though a Dame 
Of fervile State thy Breaft enflame ; 
A Slave could ftern Achilles move, 
And bend his haughty Soul to Love : 
Ajax, invincible in Arms, 
Was captiv'd by his Captive's Charms : 
Atrrdes, mid ft his Triumphs mourn'd. 
And for a raviftf d Virgin bnnTd, 
What Time, the fierce Barbarian Bands 
. Fell by Peleides' conquering Hands, 
Aim! Troy (her Hector fwept away) 
Became to Greece an eafier Prey. 

Who knows, when Phyllis is your Bride, 
To what fine Folk you'll be allied ? . 
Her Parents dear, of gentle Race, 
Shall not their Son-in-law difgrace. 
She fprung from Kings, or nothing lets, 
• And weeps the Family's tDittrefs. 

Think 

tuni*, ru/am, ecu lis micantibus. CafTandra was of middle Stature, 
Her Mouth little and round, Her Complexion ruddy, Her Eyes 
fparkling. 

13. Nefcias.] Horace here anfwers an Objection, that all the 
Slaves he nad named were Daughters of Kings ; that the greateft 
Princes might therefore have loved them without Shame, and that 
thefe Example's could not authorife Phoeeixs in his Love for Phyllis, 
who was probably of an obfeure Family. Dac. 

15. Regium genus.] Thefe Words muft beconftnied in the No- 
minative Cafe, and do riot depend upon mceret. As the Romans 
had fubdued all the Kingdoms of the World, Horace would insinuate 
that Phyllis might poffibly be fame conquered Monarchy Daughter. 
When Nero had refolvtd to marry A^te, he foborned two Coafukur 

Pcrfoas 
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Crede non illam tibi de fcelefta 
Plcbc dele&am ; neque fie fidelem, 
Sic lucro averfam, potuifTe nafci 

Matre pudenda. 20 

Brachia, & vultum, terctefquc furas 
Integer laudo : foge fufpicari, 
Cujus oclavum trepidavit aetas 

Claudere luftrum. 

Perfons to fwear, that (he was of a Family Royal. ABen libtrtam 
paulum abfuit quin jufio matrimonio fibi conjungeret, Jubmijfit Con- 
fuUribux viris qui regio genere or tarn pejerarent. S v * T. 

17. Stelefta fiehe.j Stelefius here figniiies miferabie, calamitous. 
Seeleftiorem ego annum argento fitnori nullum unfuamvi4li.P1. aut* 
One of the Gates of Rome was colled fcelerata, or unfortunate. 

Hxins. Dac. 



Carmen V. 

NON DU M fabacla ferre jugum valet 
Cervice ; nondum muni a comparis 
Square, nee tauri ruentis 
In Venerem tolerare pondus. 
Circa virentes eft anfmus tuae 5 

Campos juvencae, nunc fluviis gravem 
Solantis aeftum, nunc in udo 
Ludere cum vitulis falifto 

Praegeftientia. 

The twenty -fecond Ode of the firft Book to Fufcus Ariftius com- 
mends the Beauties of Lalage, and if we believe with Mr. Dacier, 
that this is the fame Lalage, it will be a Proof, that the Odes of 
Horace, in general, are not ranged in that Order, ia which they 
were written. She is here reprefented as too young for Marriage, 
and her Lover is advifed to wait until he may with more Decency 
pay his Addreffes to her. 

Verf. 5. Circa virentes eft.] Horace hath again given ot the 
fame linage in the eleventh Ode of the third Book, 
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Think not that fuch a charming She 
h*Can of the fordid Vulgar be 5 
To fliamelefs, proftituted Earth, 
Think not that Phyllis owee her Birth, 
Who with fuch Pirmnefs could difdain 
The Force and Flattery of Gain. 

Yet r after all, believe me, Friend, 
I can with Innocence* commend 
Her blooming Face, her fnowy Arms, 
Her taper Leg, and all her Charms, 
For trembling on to forty Years 
My Age forbids all jealous Fears. 



Ode V. 

SE E, thy Heifer/s yet unbroke 
To the Labours of the Yoke, 
Nor hath Strength enough to prove 
Such impetuous Weight of Love. 
Round the Fields her Fancy ftrays, 
O'er the Mead (he fportive plays, 
Or beneath the fultry Beam 
Cools her in* the paffing Stream, 
Or with frisking Steerlings young 
Sports the fallow Groves among. 



Do 



S}u* y njelut lath equa trima carftpis, 
Lvdit exu/tim, metuitque tangi, 
Nuptiarum expert, &f adhuc proterv* 
Cruda martto. 
Who, like a Filley o'er the Field 
With playful Spirit bounds, and fears to yield 

To Hand of gentleft Touch, or prove, 
Wild as flic w, th* Joys of wedded Love, 

9. IV*- 
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Praegeftientis. Tolle copidhicm 
Immitis uvae : jam tibi lividos 10 

Dillinguet Autumnas racemos 
Purpureo varius colore. 
Jam te fcquetur (currit enim ferox 
i£tas, & illi, quos tibi demferit, 

Apponec annos) jam proterva I - 

Fronce petet Lalage maritum ; , 

Dilefta, quantum non Pholoe fugax, 
Non Chloris, albo fie humero nitens, 
Ut pura notturno renidet 

Luna mari, Cnidiufve Gygcs ; ^ 

Quern fi puellarum infercres chore, 
Mire fagaces falleret hofpitea 
DUcrimen obfeurum, fotutis 
Crinibus, ambiguoque vultu. 

Carmen 

9. FnegeftienthA The Word geftio is properly applied to Ani- 
mals, that exprefs their Defires by their Motions $ Pnegeflire is a 
Wronger Expreflion of the Paflions. Lamb*. 

10. Jam tibi lividos difi'inguet Autumnus.] It may be neceflary 
\put thefe Wcrds into their grammatical Order.- Avtumnus va- 

yiut jam difHnguet tibi lividos racemos colore purpureo. The various 
Autumn wail Toon paint for You thofe Clufbers, which are yet green 
and livid. Autumn is called varkus from the Variety of its Fruits* 

To as. 
18. Albojic humeri nit ens J\ Ladies in Rome, of more than uitial 
Gallantry, ufed to dfefs themfelves in fuch a Manner, that their 
Shoulders appeared. The Translator hath ventured to change the 
Expreflion, as it could not eafily he underftood by an SngBli 
Reader. 

24.. Dif crimen obfeurum, ambiguofitevultu.J The three follow- 
ing beautiful Paflages do Honour to our Author, as they feem to 
be Imitations of this Lrne. 

■ cujus manantia fletu 

Ora fuellat es favivnt incerta eapiW. Juven» 

Beneath whofe Virgin'Locks, while flowing Tears 
Bedew his Cheek, a doubtful Face appears. 
Tali* erat cultu fades , quam dicere irtre 
Virgineam in fuero, futriUm in virgine fojet, pvi ». 

Of 



y Google 



Od. $. The Odes of Horace. 161 

^ Do not then commie a Rape 
On the erode, unmellow'd Grape : 
Autumn foon, of various Dyes, 
Shall with kinder Warmth arife, 
Bid the livid Cinders glow, 
And a riper Purple (how. 
Time to Her mall count each Day, 
Which from You it takes away ; 
Lalage, with forward Charms, 
Soon (hall rufli into your Arms ; 
Pholoe, the flying Fair, 
Shall not then with Her compare ; 
Nor the Maid of Bofom bright, 
Like the Moon's unfpotted Light, 
O'er the Waves, with filverRays, 
When the floating Luftre plays : 
Nor the Cnidian fair and young, 
Who, the Virgin Choir among, 
Might deceive, in female GuHe, 
Strangers, though extremely wife* 
With the Difference between 
Sexes hardly to be feen, 
And his Hair of flowing Grace, 
And his boyifh, girlifh Face. 

Ode 

Of either Sex each various Grace 

You might behold with Joy, 
And well might Teem the lovely Face 

Boyifh in Girl, or girlifl* in a Boy. 

£#w dubitat Natura mar em, facer etne pucllam, 

FaSus.es, S pulcbtr, pane puella puer, A V tOW, 

"While Nature doubtful ftands 

A Male, or Female to compofi?, 
Beneath her forming Hands 

Almoft a Girl the beauteous Boy arofc. 
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Carmen VI. . Ad Septimium. 

SEPTIMI, Gades aditu/e mecum, & 
Cantabrum indottum juga ferre noftra, & 
Barbaras Syrtcs, ubi Maura Temper 

JEb\M unda ; 
Tibur Argeo pofitum colono ^ 

Sit me* fedes utinam fenedbe*; 
Sit modus laffo maris, & viarum, 
Militiseque ; 

Unde 

feptimius, in hit Profeflions of Friend/hip to Horace, affured 
him, ihat he would run aU future Hazards of his Fortune, and that 
nothing mould ever feparate them again. The Poet declares to 
Him, that tired of the Fatigues of War, he now only wiflied to 
pals the Remainder of his Days in Tranquillity, either at his own 
Seat near Tibur, or with Septimius at Tarentum. S a n. 

Verf. i. Septimi, Gadet oditure mtcum.] Septimius, according to 
the old Schohaft, was a Roman Knight. He attended Tiberius in 
his Eafterrt Expedition in 731, and we nay believe he was well e- 
fteemed by Auguftus, fmce he is mentioned with Regard by Him in 
a Letter to Horace. Tut qualem habeam memriam feterii ex Sep- 
timio noftro audire 5 nam incidit ut coram illojieret a me meu:io tut. 
This Expreffion Gades aditure, is only a warm, poetical Manner of 
faying, no Toils or Dangers mould divide their Friendship. Ca- 
tullus, Ovid and Propertius have Inftances of this Language ; 
and Horace in the fame Stile promifes to attend Maecenas, when 
he went with O&avius to the War againft Antony. 

If the Poet had written this Ode with a real Intention of going 
with Septimius to Spain, and following Auguftus in his Expedi- 
tion againft the Cantabrians, why does he mention Cales, and the 
Syrts of Afric ? This was a very indirect Road from Rome to Can- 
tabria, 'which is diftant from Cales the whole Length of Spain, and 
yet more diftant from the Quick Sands of Africa. Mr. Dacier, 
who appears in fingle Oppofition to all the Commentators, fays, 

that 
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Ode VI. To Septimiuj. 

SEPTIMIUS, who haft vow'd to go 
With Horace even to farthcft Spain, 
Or fee the fierce Cantabrian Foe, 

Untaught to bear the Roman Chain, 
Or the barbaric Syrts, with mad Recoil 
Where Mauritanian Billows ceafelefs boil i 

May Tibur to my lateft Hours 

AiFord a kind and calm Retreat ; 
Tibur, beneath whofe lofty Towers 
The Grecians fix'd their blifeful Seat ; 
There may my Labours end, my Wandering ceafe, 
There all my Toils of Warfare reft in Peace. 

But 

*h»jt Horace (peaks here upon the Faith of Hiftory, which inform* 
tis, that Auguftus was obliged to fend a Fleet aaainft the Canta- 
fcrians, from whence the Poet very juftly mentions Cales. Yet 
when Auguftus left Rome, he did not propofe going to Spain, but 
was recalled, from his intended Expedition againft the Britons, by 
a Revolt of the Cantabrians. Horace therefore could not poflibly 
fuppofe he fliould be obliged to go in Perfon to fubdue that People, 
or even to fend a Fleet again ft them. San. 

7. Sit modus loffo maris:] The Poet iays in general, that whe- 
ther he fhould be obliged to travel by Sea or Land, or to bear Arms 
again, he wi flies that Tibur may be the Retreat of his old Age. 
He had not only ferved uoder Brutus, but attended Maecenas to 
the fecond Congrefs at Brundufiuni, and through all the War of 
Sicily. Thefe violent Motions were by no means agreeable to his 
Humour and Complexion. He was a Poet, a Philofopher, and of 
a Constitution too delicate to bear fuch Fatigues. 5a n. 

s 

10, PtlMis 
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1*4 Q^HoratiiFlacci Parminum Lib. z. 

Unde fi Parcae prohibent ioiquae, 

Dolce pellicis ovibus Galefi 10 

Flumcn, & regnata petam Lacorii 

Rura Phalanto. 
Hie terrarum mihi praeter omncs 
Angulus ridet ; ubr non Hymetta 
Mella decedunt, viridique certat i j 

Bacca Venafro ; 
Ver ubi longam, tepidafque prstfbet 
Jupiter brumas, & amicus Aulon 
Fertili Baccho minimum Falernis 

Invidet avis. 20 

Me ce mecum locus, & beatg 
Poftulant arces : ibi tti cakfttett 
Debita fparges \stctpnk ftvillaia 

Vatis antfci. 

Carmen 

10. Ptlluh wihmA The Sheep of Tatentimi snd AetSca had a 
Wool fo fine, that they were coveted with Skins to preserve it 
from the Inclemency of the Weather. Pliny fays, thefe Cover- 
tures were brought from Arabia. Cauq. 
18. Fertili Baccho.] It is probable that Anion was a little Hill, 
m» Tarentam, fanoas for ita Viae*, It is to««ieae4 by Mattfei 
at equally remarkable for its Wool. 

Nvbilh & fotih &fe4ix intrhnJkh* 
Det pretiofa tibi veflera, *vhta trtibi. 
Fam'd for its Wool, and happy in its Vines, 
Yours be its Fleeces, and be mine its Wines. 
Horace fays fertili Baccbo, Tibullus Baccbi cur a Fakrnut ager, and 
Propertius Baccbe, foles Pbtebo fertili t effe tuo. ~ To a a . 

23. Debita fparges,] The Poet here requires the laft Office of 
Friend/hip from Septimius, that He would fprinkle his Afhcs with 
a Tear. Thefe Words CumLacrymis Po suit are frequently 
found in ancient Epitaphs, and in the Urn a little Bottle filled with ' 
Tears. 

Not viks animcty inbumata inflctaque turba* To a a* 
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Bat fhould the partial Fates refufe 

That purer Air to let me breathe, 
Galefus, gentle Stream, 1*11 chulje, 
Where Flocks of richeft Fleeces bathe : 
Phalantus there his rural Sceptre fway'd, 
Uncertain Offspring of a Spartan Maid. 

No Spot fo joyous fmiles to JYU 

Of this wide Globe's extended Shores ; 
Where nor the Labours of the See 
Yield to Hymettus' golden Stores, 
Nor the green Berry of Venafran Soil 
Swells with a riper Flood of fragrant OiL 

There Jove his kindeft Gifts beftows, 

There joys to crown the fertile Plains, 
With genial Warmth the Winter glows, 
And Spring with Iengthen'd Honours reigns, 
Nor Aulon, friendly to the cltifter'd Vine, 
Envies the Vintage of Falernian Wine. 

That happy Place, that fweet Retreat, 

The charming Hills that round it rife, 
Your lateft Hours and mine await, 
And when at length your Horace dies, 
There the deep Sigh thy Poet-Friend fhall mourn, 
And pious Tears bedew his glowing Urn. 

Ode 

FaviJiam.1 Horace, more ftrongljr to mark the Friend/hip of 
Septimius, Jays, that he (hall perform this Uft pious Office, before 
his AJhes (hall behold J while they (hall be yet glowing from the 
fojieial Pile* Dac. 
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Carmen VII. Ad Pqmpeium Varum. 

OSape me cum tempus in ultimum 
JDedu&e, Bruto militiae duce, 
Quis te redonavit Quiritem 
Dispatriis, Italoque coelo, 
Pompei, meorum prime fodalium ? 5 

Cam quo morantem faepe diem mero - 
Fregi, coronatus nitentes 
• Malobathro Syrio capiilos. 
Tecum Philippos, Sc celerem fugam 
Senfi, rclicla non bene parmula ; 10 

Cum fradta virtus, & minaces 
Tuxpe [ folum tetigere mento. 

Sed 

When a Peace was concluded in the Year 7x5 between Sextos 
Pompeitts and the Triumvirate, a general Amnefty was granted to 
all, who had followed the Party of Pompey. This feemed to Va- 
rus a favourable Occafion of quitting the Profeifia-n of Arms, and 
returning to Rome, when probably this Ode was written. Horace 
was then twenty-fix Years of Age. Ma s son. 

Verf. 1. Soept'] This Paffageis of Importance, with regard to 
the Life of Horace. Brutus took with him from Athens, eight 
or nine Months after Carfar's Death, a Number of young Gentle- 
men, who were willing to follow his Fortunes in the Caufe of Li- 
berty. Our Poet then began his Warfare. He continued two 
Tears under the Command of that great Man, and we may believe 
with fome Merit, fincehe was raifed to the Tribune/hip of a Legion. 

S.'Quit te redonavit.] This is not an Interrogation proceeding 
from Ignorance or Uncertainty. It* is a kind of Exclamation ; an 
Expreflion vivid and natural, arifing from the Joy, which Horace 
feels at Sight of a Friend from whom he had been many Years (e- 
parated by the Misfortunes of the Times. Quis te redonavit t quiz 
te cafut refiituit ! quamfelici tandem fato reftitutta fuifti ! San, 

5. Pompei,] We do not find, that the Family of Pompey ever 

took the Surname of Varus. Mr. Sanadon therefore believes the 

Ode ought to beinferibed to Pompeius Grofphus, to whom Horace 

v writes 
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Ode VII. To Pompeius Va&us. 

VARUS, in earthly Youth belov'd, 
In War's extremeft Dangers prov'd, 
Oar daring Hod when Brutus led. 
And in the Caufe of Freedom 1>Ied, 
To Rome and all her Guardian Powers 
What happy Chance my Friend reftores, 
With whom I've cheer'd the tedious Day, 
And drank its loitering Hours away, 
Profufe of Sweets while Syria fhed 
Her liquid Odours on my Head ? 

With T*hee I faw Philippi's Plain, 
Its fatal Rout, a fearful Scene f 
And dropp'd, alas I th' inglorious Shield, 
Where Valour's felf was forc'd to yield, 
Where (bird in Duft the vanquilh'd lay, 
And breath'd th' indignant Soul away. Bat 

writes another Ode, Otium Dives, Sec. and whom he mentions in 
his Epiftle to Iccius. 

7. Fregi diem,'] See the Notes on nee partem folidt- demere de die* 
Firft Ode. 

Corona tut nitentes malobatbro cap Mo:,'] The Ufe of Crowns and 
Eflences was fir A introduced into the Roman Entertainments by 
the Ladies. ^ Dac, 

jo. Parmula.] There is fomething ingenuous in the Poet's re- 
cording this Inftance of his own Cowardice, which poflibly might 
never have been known to Pofterity. Archilochus, Alcaeus, and 
Demofthenes, are Examples of the fame Ingenuity of Spirit. Next 
to true Courage, fays a French Commander, nothing is more brave 
than a Confefiion of Cowardice. San. 

When the Athenians routed theLefbians, they found the Arms 
of Alcaeus on the Field of Battle, and dedicated them to Minerva, 
as a glorious Monument of their Victory. A Circamftance, which 
Alcaeus took care not to forget in the Verfes, which he made on 
^his Misfortune. 

XX, Fratia virtus.] The Poet, by doing Juftice to the Van- 

qui/hed, 
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i6S Q^ Horatii Fl^cci Carminum Lib. 2. 
Sed me per hoftes Mcrcurius celer 
Desfo paventem fuftiriit aere : 
Te rurfus fn bellum reforbens 25 

Unda fretis tulit aeftuofis. 
Ergo obligatam rcdde Jovi dapem ; 
Longaque feflum militia latus 
Depone fub lauru mea ; neu 

Parce cadis tibi deftinatis. f^ 

Obliviofo levia Maffico 
Ciboria cxple : funde capacibus 
Unguenta de conchis. Quis udo 
Deproperare apio coronas, 
Curatve myrto ? Quem Venus arbitrum 25 

Dicet bibendi ? Non ego fanius 

Bacchabor 

quifted, pays the higheft Compliment to their Conquerors j and in 
reality the better Troop* were on the Side of Brutus and Caffius, 
although Fortune declared for Oetavius and Antony. Floras fpeak- 
ing of this Battle— Sedquanto efficador eft Fortuna quam Virtu* I 

Dac. 

Virtue among the ancient Romans ufually fignified Valour, as 
among the modern Romans it means a Knowledge of the politer 
Arts, Poetry, Mufic, Painting, and Statuary. Some Commenta- 
tors would here apply the Word to the moral Character of Brutus, 
but perhaps the Poet dare not thus defcribe the Perfon, whom he 
was obliged to call the Murderer of Csefar. Befides, Valour may 
be overcome, but Virtue never can. 

Mmaces,] After K the Battle of Philippi, in which Brutus routed 
the Forces of O&avius, his Soldiers demanded, in a mutinous Man- 
ner, to be led againft the Enemy. They complained, that They 
were confined within their Camp, when the Forces of Oetavius, 
broken by their late Defeat, and opprefled by Famine, might eafily 
tie conquered. Brutus at laft fatally gave way to their Impatience 
and Temerity, for which the Poet gives them the Epithet menaces. 

12. Turpe /] By dividing turpe fromfolum, to which it is ufually 
joined as an Epithet, and by a different Manner of Pointing, we 
give it the Force of an Exclamation. Et minaces turpe I fokt* 
Utigete mento. San. 

13. Sed me per hoftes, &c] Horace here alludes to the Battles of 
Homer, where Heroes are frequently carried off from Danger by 
{heir guardian Gods $ and as Mercury prefidedovef Arts and Sci- 
ences, particularly ever Lyric Poetry, the Ppct hath here chofen 
him for his Protestor. 2 Ckvo^.Lamb. 
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But me, when dying with my Fear, 

Through warring Hofts, enwrap'd in Air 

Swift did the God of Wit convey ; 

While Thee, wild War's tempeflous Sea 

Reforbing, hurried far from Shore, 

And to new Scenes of Slaughter bore. 

To Jove thy votive Offering pay 
And here beneath my Laurels lay 
Thy Limbs, from Toils of Warfare free, 
Nor fpare the Casks referv'd for Thee, 
But joyous fill the polifh'd Bowl, 
With Wine oblivious chear thy Sou!, 
And from the breathing Phials pour 
Of effene'd Sweets a larger Shower. 

But who tjie Wreath unfading weaves 
Of Parfly or of Myrtle • Leaves ? 
. To whom fhall Beauty's Queen affign 
To reign the Monarch of our Wine ? 
For Thracian-like I'll drink to day, 
And deeply Bacchus it away. 

Our 

15. Te rur/us."] The French Critics imagine that Varus, after 
the Battle of Philippi, embarked on board the Fleets either of Do- 
mitius or Marcus, who continued the War under the younger 
Pompey againft O&avius and Anthony. Thus by a conjectural 
Piece of Hiftory, incapable of Proof, they deftroy the Beauty of 
a Metaphor, which very naturally reprefents Pompey carried out 
by the Tide into the main Ocean of War. 

17. Dapcm.] Datis was properly a Sacrifice which was yearly 
offered to Jupiter, from thence called Dapalh. It was afterward* 
underftood of all Kinds of Sacrifices and Rivals. Dac. 

18. Feffum ionga militia.'] Five Years, in a Party always unfor- 
tunate, might well feem a tedious and fatiguing Warfare 5 at leaft 
fuch an Expreflion is very natural in a Poet of an indolent, unac~ 
tive Complexion* 

25. Arbitrum bibendi.] Cicero fays with a good deal of Plea. 

fantry of Verres, This Fritter, fofevere of Manners, fi diligent in 

Vol. I. I hU 
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*7° Q^Horatii Flacci Ca&minum Lib.*. 
Bacchabor Edonis : recepto 
Dulce mihi furere eft amico. 

his Office, who never obeyed the Laivi of the Roman People,, yet ne- 
wer violated the Laws o/Drinking* 

The Romans in their Entertainments uiually appointed a Peribfi, 
whom they called. King, with a Power to regulate the Feaft, and 
govern the Gucfts. His Office was decided by the beft Caft on the 
Dice # 'which was called Venus or Venerius Ja&vs, or Baflicus. 
The Games of this Kind were the Ludi talorum and Ludi teffera- 
rum, for the Ale* were forbidden by Law. Venus was the fortu- 
nate Caft in both Games, but with this Difference, that with the 
Tali all the Dice were to .rife in different Numbers, but with the 
Tejfera the Winner was to throw three Sizes, "if we enquire why 
the Caft of Sixes was called Venus, the skilful in theological A- 
rithmetic, fays Mr. Dacier, inform us, that the World having 
been perfectly finifhed the Sixth Day, the Number Six was from 
thence efteemsd fortunate and happy, and was even called %xr/ji#;> 
or World. 

Lipfius hath collected fifteen Laws of the Roman Eatertainment8 f 
of which the following are moft remarkable : 

Vinumpurum putum puer infunditOm 
Afummo ad imum more major um bibunto* 
Decern cyatbi fumna potto Junto. 
Mufis nonum, decumum Apollini libanto. 

Dominant 



Carmen VIII. Ad Barinen. 

UL L A fi juris tibi pejerati 
Poena; Barine, nocuiflet unquam $ 
Dtnte fi nigro fieres, vel uno 
Tur^ i )r ungui ; 

*SB* Crederem : 

The Callantry cPthis Ode is of a very particular Kind. The 

Poet pays fuch Compliments to Barine" s Beauty, as are alrrtoft worth 

a Woman's Perjury to deferve j efpecialiy when every new fa- 

ftance of deceiving gives a new Charm. 

Vcrf. i. Vila Ji juris.] The Ancients believed that a- Lye was 
always attended with fome immediate Puaiihmefit, the Loft of 'a 
Tooth, a Blifter on the Tongue, Gfr. 

- MJe 
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Our Tranfports for a Friend reftor'd, 
Should even to Madnefs fliake the Hoard. 

Dominant fi quit babtfjit indicium fact to. 
Rixa y clamor > content it ad Tbracas 
Ablegantor \ eorum vicm carmen, 
Aliudve quid Mufdtum froferunf* 
UnnuVd be our Wine, and pure let it flow, 
Ai our Fathert ordain'd, from the High to the Low. 
Let our Bumpers, while jovial we give out the Toaft 
In gay Cortpotation, be ten at the moft ; 
The Ninth to the Mufes in Order moft follow, 
The Tenth a Libation be made to Apollo. ' 
If any one harbours a Nymph in his Breaft j 
Let him name the fair Tyrant, who robs him of Reft ; 
Let Quarrels, and Clamour, and vile Difpotation 
In Bani/hment endlefs be fent to the Thracian ; 
While here in their Stead, in our Good-fellow Matches 
Caroufing melodioos, we fing merry Catches. 0. 

ay. Baccbabor.] The Greeks have many Examples of Verbs 
formed from proper Names, 'AtywIiSrai to grow black like an 
Egyptian, *oi0«tuv and B*y#{«»v. to bc inspired by Phoebus, 
and Bacchus j thus the Latins have formed the Vetbs Grxcari and 
Bacchari. But if the Tranflation hath been too bold in imitating 
Beauties not natural to the Engufh Tongue, the Fault may be cor- 
rected by reading war or r#w/inftead of Bacchus. 



OdeVIIL ToBarine. 

IF e'er th* infulted Powers had fhed 
The flighted Vengeance on thy Head, 
If bat a Nail or Tooth of Thee 
Were blacken'd by thy Perjury, 
Again thy Fallhoodmight deceive, 
And I the faithlefs Vow believe. 



But 



Effe Deos credamne f /idem jurat a fefellit, 

Et faciei illi, qtuefuit ante, manet. 
3%uom longot habuity nondum ferjura, cafillos, 

Tarn bngos, poflquam Numina laffit, Met* Ovid. 

Dac. 
I a Ci/i 
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172 Q: Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. 2. 
Crederem : fed tu, fimul obligafti 4 

Perfidum votis caput, enitefcis 
Pulchrior multo, juvenumque prodis 

Publica cur a. 
Expedit tnatris cineres opertos 

Fallere, ac toto taciturna noftis I© 

Signa cum coelo, gelidaque divos 

Morte carentes. 
Ridet hoc, inquam, Venus ipfa ; rident 
Simplices Nymphs ; ferus & Cupido, 
Semper ardentes acuens fagittas 15 

Cote cmenta. 
Adde, qudd pubes trbi crefcit omnis ; 
Servitus crefcit nova ; nee priores 
Impias tedium dominae relinquunt 

Sa&pe minati. 20 

Te 



Can there be Gods ? The perjurM Fair one fwore, . 

Yet looks as lovely, as She looked before. 

Long flow'd the carelefs Trefles of her Hair, 

While yet (he flione as innocent as fair j 

Long flow the Trefles of the Wanton now, 

And (port as Trophies of her broken Vow. D. 

5. Sedtu, fimul ebligaftiJ] They, who made either Oaths or Pro- 
mifes, fubmitted themfelves tacitly to the Pains and Curfes, which 
ought to fall upon their Heads if Thev fwore falfely, or did not 
perform their Prcmifes. They were called voti rei, or ««« dam- 
rati, and their Heads, in the Language of Horace, were devoted 
to the Vengeance of the Gods, if they did not perform their Vows. 

Dac. 

9. Expedit.] Perhaps thefe four Lines are an Explanation of Ba- 
tine's Oath, and we find in Propertius almoft the Form of it, 

OJfa tibi juro per matris, & oj/a parentis ; 

Si /alio, cinis, beu ! Jit mibi uterque gi avis. Da c . 

13. Ridet."] Venus, Cupid, and the Nymphs, are not the only 
Deities, who laugh at the Perjuries of Lovers. Jupiter himfelf is 

equally 
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JBut when, Perfidious, you engage 

To meet high Heaven's vindi&ive Rage, 

You rife, with heigh ten'd Luftre fair, 

Of all our Youth the public Care. 

It thrives with Thee to be forfworn 

By thy dead Mother's hallow'd Urn : 

By Heaven, and all the Stars, that roll 

In filent Circuit round the Pole ; 

By Heaven and every nightly Sign, 

By every deathlefe Power divine ; 

For Venus laughs at all thy Wiled, 

The gentle Nymphs behold with Smiles, 

And, with the Blood of fome poor Swain, 

By thy perfidious Beauty flain, 

Fierce Cupid whets his burning Darts, 

For Thee to wound new Lovers* Hearts. 

Thy Train of Slaves grows every Day, 
Infants are rifing to thy Sway, 
And They, whofwore to break thy Chain, 
-Yet haunt thofe impious Doors again. 

I $ Thee 

equally good-natur'd, and Plato gives a very whimfical Reafon for 
h. The Pleafures, fays he, are Infants capable of Underftanding 
and Judgment, therefore not liable to Punifhment for Perjury or 
Breach of Promife. From hence came the Proverb Apbredifum 
Jur amentum, a Lover's Oath. 

16. Cot* crutnta,'] Anacreon fays, when Vulcan forges the Ar- 
rows of Love, Venus dips their Points into Honey, but that Cu- 
pid afterwards tempers and hardens them with Gall. This Image 
of the God fliarpening his Arrows on a Whetftone wet with Blood, 
infteadof Oil or Water, hath fomething very plea fantly terrible. 

The Tranflation hath endeavoured to open the Thought of Ho- 
race by carrying it a little farther than he hath expreffed it. Cu- 
pid wets his Whetftone with the Blood of fome Unfortunate, who 
was flain by Barine's Cruelty, and fliarpens his Arrows for the 
Death of fome future Lovers. 
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174 Q^Horatii Flacci Carmikum Lib. *. 
Te fuis matres metuunt ju vends ; 
Te fenes parci, miferaeque nuper ' 
Virgines nuptx, tua ne retardet 
Aura maritos. 



Carmen IX. Ad Valgxum. 

NO N Temper iinbret nubibus hifpides 
Mananc in agros j tut mare Cafpium 
Vexant in*quale« proceliae 
Ufque 2 nee Armeniis in oris, 
Amice Valgi, Hat glacies iners $ 

Mcofes per omnes j aet Aquilonibua 
Querceta Gargani laboraar, 
Et foliis viduantur omi. 

T* 

To know how to comfort the affli&ed it a Talent which few 
People poffefs, while every one it willing to make Trial of hit Skill. 
But indeed ic were better, in Lofles that are without Remedy, to 
talk to the Heart than to the Undemanding j for Motives of Con- 
folation, which are moil natural and obvious, are frequently more 
fuccefsful, than the graveft Maxims of Morality, and the moft cu- 
rious Reinements 0/ Reafon. Such is the Method of Hence in 
comforting a Father, afflicted for the Death of a Son whom be ten- 
derly loved. He does not condemn his Grief, but propofee to him 
to flop the Continuance cf it, or at leaft to fufpend its Courfe. 

It 16 not difficult to afcertain the Date of this Ode. The two laft 
Strophes (hew that it was .written in 734, the Tear after Auguftus 
hia Armenian Expedition. San. 

Verf. 3. Inaquala proceUa."] Our lateft Accounts of this Sea 
defcribe it as extremely temp'eftueus and inconftant 5 expofed on 
every fide to Storms ; without Harbours for Shipping 5 and navi- 
gable only from the End of April to the Beginning of October. Ho- 
race therefore fpeaks with his ufual Exa&nefs, and characterises 
the Cafpian Sea. Sam. 

4. Armeniis in oris.1 Armenia is furrounded with Mountains 
continually covered with Snow. The Nature of the Soil, which 
is impregnated with Salt, contributes to the Coldncfs of the Cli- 
mate, 
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Thee Mothers for their Striplings fear, ' 

The Father trembles for his Heir, 

And weeping Hands the Virgin- Bride, 

In Hymen's Fetters newly tied, 

Left you detain with brighter Charms, 

Her perjur'd Huiband from her Arms. 



Odb IX. To Valgius. 

NO R everlafting Rain deforms 
The fqualid Fields, nor cndlefc StOfinv 
Inconftant, vex the Gafpian Main, 
Nor on Armenia's frozen Ham 
The loitering Snow immeltiog lies, 
Nor, loud when Northern Winds arife, 
The labouring Forefts bend the Head, 
Nor yet their leafy Honours fhtd : 
&ut yoo in ceafelefs Tears complain, 
And ftill indulge this weeping Strain. 

When 

mate, nor m k uncommon to fee Froft and Snow there in the 
Month of June. Sam. 

5. G lacks inert.] Mr. Sanation frequently blames Horace for an 
inharmonious Mowing of his Lines, and a difagreeable chiming of 
his Words. He quarrels with him in this Ode for a Length of 
Confonanta, Glacies inert menfet per omnes, which he Would not 
forgive even in a Poet of thefe Days. 

Such Remarks very often fliew a manly and fpirited Careleflhefs 
in a Writer, and perhaps a cold and delicate Exa&nefs in a Critic. 
Will it be too bold to fay, that Horace might have intended by this 
very Length of Confonants to image to us a dull, una&ive, life- 
lefs Weight of Snow j for fuch is the Meaning of the Word inert t 
There is in Terence a beautiful Inftance of thb kind, which it is 
impoffible to read without feeling a fort of Tedioufnefs in the Words. . 
ladet harm fuotidianarumforntarum, 

1*4, 9. Urget 
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176 Q^Horatii Flacci Carmimum Lib. 2. 

Tu Temper urges flebilibus modi's 
Myften ademptum ; nee tibi Vefpcro 1 ° 

Surgente decedunt amores, 
Nee rapidum fugiente foletn. 
At noo ter sevo fundus amabilent 
Ploravit omnes Antilochum fenex 

Annos > nee impubem parent es 1 $ 

Troilon, aut Phrygise for ores 
Flevere Temper. Define milium 
Tandem qoerelarum ; ac potius noira 
Cantemus Augufti tropaea 

Cstfaris ; & rigid urn Niphaeen,- .20 

Med unique Humeri gentiBus addicum 
VidHs* minores voivere vortices, 
Incraque praefcriptum Gelonos 
Exigui* equitare cam pis. 

9. Urges JUbilibus medtt Myfitn,] Valgias continually purines 
(fuch is the Force of the Verb urgere) with lamentable Elegies the 
Death of Myites 5 a Name, which fignifies confecrated or initiated, 
for probably the Son of Valgtus was dedicated to fome God, and 
t^iii was his domeftic Name. Cruq.. 

10. Nee tibi Vefpero.] This Star hath different Names, accord- 
ing to its different Employments. It is called Lucifer in the Morn- 
ing, and is represented as a Boy fitting on a white Horfe, a/bo Lu- 
cifer exit darui equ$. His Employment was to awake Aurora, Lu- 
eiflr ignes evocet Aurora, and as he was the brighteft of all the 
heavenly Hoft of Stars, fo he was the laft that left the Skies, cm- 
kfut novjjjimus exit. 

In the Evening he is mounted on an Horfe of a darker Colour, 
fufco equo, and is reprefented with a melancholy, gloomy Afpedt, 
vuhum ferrugine Lucifir fparfus erat. He now changes his Name, 
and is generally called Hefperus. 

If better Thou belong not to the Dawn, 

Sure Pledge of rifing Day. Milton. 

*8. Ac pot w nova.] This Expedition of Auguftus was themoft 

glorious of his whole Life. He not only made the Roman Name 

revered to the utmoft Bounds of Afia and Africa, by impofing 

Conditions of Peace upon the Indians and /Ethiopians : He not 

only 
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When Vefper lifts his Evening Ray, 
Or flies the rapid Beam of Day, 
The Death of Myites fills your Eyes, 
And bids the tender Paffion rife. 

Not for his Son the Grecian Sage, 
Renown'd for thrice the mortal Age: 
Not for their youthful Brother dead 
Such Sorrows Priam's Daughters fhed. 
At length thefe weak Complaints give a'ei, 
Indulge th* unmanly Grief no more, 
But let us bolder fweep the String, 
And Csefar's new-rais'd Trophies fing ; 
Or fing Niphates' freezing Flood, 
And Med us, with his Realms, fubdued ; 
Whofe Waves are taught with, humbler Pride 
Smoother to roll their leffening Tide, 
And Scythians, who relu&ant yield, 
Nor pour their Squadrons o'er the Fi?ld. 

only confirmed thcRcpofc of the Empire, by eftabliuSing in Greece, 
Sicily, .and Afia Minor, a ftable and uniform Government, by di- 
viding Armenia, Cilicia, and Arabia, in Favour of Princes at- 
tached to the Intereft of the Republic, but humbled the Pride of 
the Par thians, by obliging Phraates to reftore the Roman Eaglet 
and Prifoners taken thirty Years before, and to pull down the Tro- 
phies that Orodes had erected for the Defeat of Craffus. To per- 
petuate the Memory of this Succefe, he ftruck a Medal with this 
Infcription PR SJG NTS RE CEP TJS.. San. 

• 21. Medumque flumenA By the River Medus Horace means the 
Parthians, as he would diitinguUh the Armenians by Niphates. The* 
firft of thefe Rivers divided the Empires of the Romans and Par- 
thians, and it appears by Plutarch, that Horace in calling it Me~ 
dui hath only given us its ancient Name. Euphrates diffus eft fri- 
mum Me Jus. Probably the Tigris is here called Niphates, as it rtfesc 
eut ef a Mountain of that Name, Sa n % . 



r $ q & * 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 17* ) 



Carmen X. Ad Licinium Murenam. 

RE C T I U S vives, Licini, nequc altutn 
Semper urgendo ; neque, dum proeellas 
Cautus horrefcis, nimium premead© 

Licus iniquum. 
A u ream quifquis mediocritatem 5 

Diligit, tutus caret obfoleti 
Sordibus tecli, caret invidenda 

Sobrius aula. 
Sacvius vends agitatur ingens 

Pinus : excelfas graviore cafu IP 

Decidunt turres ; feriuiuque ibmmw 

Fulgura montes. 
Sperat infeilis, metuit fecuodis 
Alteram' fortciii bene praeparatum 
Pectus. Informes hyemes reducit t$ 

Jupiter; idem 

Summovet : 

Licinius was a young Mas of as ardent, rerlk&> and ambition* 
Spirit. He had rained his Fortune in the Civil Wars, when hi* 
Brother Proculeiue, with an uncommon GeneEofity, divided hid 
Patrimony with him and Terentius. But a State of Depeadance 
and Mediocrity was by no meant (sited to his Hmnour, and having 
engaged himfclf in a Conlpitacy againft Auguftus, he was banunei 
* and afterwards pet to Death, notwithstanding ati*the latere* of 
Proculeius, and Maecenas, who had married his Si&er Terentia. 

Horace, who knew his Temper, lays down feme general Rules 
tor his Conduit, but without any Application, which could either 
difoblige or injure him. The Sentiments of this Ode are entirely 
moral, but enlivened by different Metaphors, and animated by dif- 
ferent Companions ; for if Morality be not treated with Art and 
Spirit, it will difguft by its Drynefs, or grow tedious by its Length. 

San, 

Verf. 9. S*vius.'] Ihis Correftion, which confiits in a fingle 
Letter, is taken from an Edition published in the Year 1701, and 
Mr. Cunjngham hath propofed it ia his Notes without condemning 
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ODB X. To LlCINIUS MUJBLENA. 

LJ C I N I U S, would You live with Eafc, 
Tempt not too far the boundlefs Seas, 
And when You hear the Tempeft roar, 
Frefs not too near th* unetjual'Shore. 

The Man, within t he-golden Mean,, 
Who can hisboldeft Wifli contain, 
Secutsely views the ruin'd Cell 
"Where fordid Want and Sorrow d well, . 
Jknd in himfelf ferenely great, 
Declines an envied Room. of State. 

When iiigh in Air the Pine afcends 
To every ruder Blaft it bends : 
The Palace from its airy Height 
Falls tumbling down with heavier Weight,. 
And when from Heaven the Lightning £iev 
It blafts che HihV, which proad.eft rife. 

Whoe'er erjoys th' untroubled Bytafi>, 

With Vt< cue's tranquil Wifdom Weft, 

With Hope the gloomy Hour can chear,, 

And temper Hippinefs with Fear. 

-iff Jove the Winter's Honours bring, 

<3teac Jove reibres the genial Spring ; Thee' 

it. The Poet both in Jufthefs of Sentiment and fepreffion mould < 
tfay, Sfvithwtrtis *git*tur pinus, after having faid, exceffa gra~ 
fviut turret deeidunt, and fit/guru funmos feriunt montes. San 1 .. 

t*. Fv'gura.] This Reading is found in almoft all theancient 
IWanufciipts, and St. Jerom has thrice quoted this Paffage, and 
always with the Vfrt&FuJgura. From Fufaur is formed Fulgurt- 
t*m, 'Tburdtr ftruck. Lamb. Bint. Cxtn.. 

13. Metuitfieutuih.'] Good Fortune, fays PtibHus-Smis, ; iat>f a 
•glaify Nature, br ght and brittle, Fortuna vitrea eft $ tune, quum 
jflendet, frangitur* . 

15. Informu by ernes,"] This Epithet is bold and uncommon*. 
'Winter makes the Face of Nature ugly and deftrmed, . Saw,. 
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180 Q^ Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. a. 
Summovet. Non, fi male nunc, & olim 
Sic erit. Quondam citharae taccntem 
Sufcitat Mufam, neque Temper arcuxa 

Tendit Apollo. 2® 

Rebus anguftis animofus, at que 
Fortis appare : (apienter idem 
Contrahes vento nimium fecunda 

Turgida vela. 

*tt. Sufcitat Mufam,'] Horace Is not here fpeating of any par- 
ticular Mufe, or of the Mufes in general. He reprefents Apollo 
holding in one Hand the Instrument of his Difpleafurc, in the other 
the Symbol of hia Good- humour. Mufa tit bar* is a poetical Ex* 
• j rtflion for the Lyre itfelf, as Mufa tragtedix fignifies Tragedy. 

Bzk-z. 



Ode XL Ad Quintium- Hirpinvm* 

^UID bellicofus Camaber, & Seythc9, 
^ Hirpine Quinti, cogttet, Adria 
^jjivifus objedto, remittas 

Quaerere : neu trepides in ufom* 

Pofcentis 

The Defign of this Ode is well fupported. The Opening is fe- 
rious, but the Scene grows lively by Degrees, and the two Adora 
at the End are feated m a rural Arbour near a River's Side calling 
for Wine and Mufic. Sajst, 

Verf. 1. Camaber, & Scythes.] The Commentators hare thrown 
away a great deal of Learning to fix the Date of this Ode. They 
firft fuppofe it was written when the Cantabriana and Scythian- 
were a£ually in Arms again* the Republic, and then labour to 
prove it by Hiftoiy, and to reconcile the different Revolts of thofe 
Nations to the fame Time. 

The Wordsof Horace do not neccflarify mean, that the War was 
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Then let us not of Fate complain, 

For foon (ball change the gloomy Scene. 

Apollo fometimes can infpire 

The filent Mufe, and wake the Lyre i 

The deathful Bow not always plies* 

Th' unerring Dart not always flies. 

When Fortune, various Goddcfs, lowers, 

Collea your Strength, exert your Powers, 

But, when fhe breathes a kinder Gale, 

Wifely contract your fwelling Sail. 

*8. Animus atfuefortis.J The Poet very juftly joins thefe 
Epithets. The firft marks only the Difpofition of the Soul x the 
fecond meant thofe Aa»i», which arffe from that Difpofition ; 
or in. other Words, Courage and Fortitude.. Dac! 



Ode XI. To QuintiusHirpinus- 

BE not anxious, Friend, to know 
What the fierce Cantabrian Foe, 
What intends the Scythian's Pride, 
Far from Us whom Seas divide. 

Tremble 

yet begun. The Word eogitet rather implies the Deffgm of thefe 
People, than their being really in Aaion. The Poet only advifes 
his Friend not to torment Himfelf with diftani and vifionarv Ter- 
»urs either for his own, or for the public Welfare. %uid belli* 
foftu Canta&er& Scyths togtfe*, remittal qumrere: neu trebedex in 
nfum pofcentis *vi pauca. This Language doth not necefiarily 
mean, that thefe People were actually in Arms, bat that their 
Fidelity could.be little depended upon, and that fome new Revok 
might be foon expected. 

We can only pronounce with Certainty, from the eigbtfi and 
fifteenth Lines, that the Ode was written when Horace and Quin- 
tius were largely paA their Youth.. ^f H# 

S« Fugi* 
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tfl* Q^Hoiatii Flacci Carminum' Lib. 21 
Pofcentis aevi pauca. Fugit retro 5; 

Levis j uven tas & decor, arida 
Pellente lafcivos Amores 

Canitie, facHemque Somnum.. 
Non femper idem floribus eft honor 
Vernis : neque uno Luna rubens nitefr 10 

( Vultu. Quidaeternisminorem 
Confiliis animom fatigas ? 
Cur non Tub alia vel phtano, vel hitc 
Pinu jacentes fie temere, Sc rofa 

Canos odorati capillos, 15 

Dwn licet, Aflyriaque .narda 
Totatnus m&i ? Diffipat Eytoa 
Coras edaces. Qois ptrer ocius 
Reftinguet ardentis Falerni 
Pocula practereuntc lymphi ? 20 

Quis devium fcortum elickt domo 
Lyden ? eburnaV die age, com Jyra 

Mflfturflt, 

5. Fugitretro levhjwoentaiJ\ This general Reflexion fenres -to-. 
wove the Senfe of the Ode, as it appears in the laft Note. Life, 
for its real Happinefs, requires very little more than Ncceflancs,. 
and the Shortnefs of it breaks all our Schemes. The Picture of 
dry and withered Age chac'ng away Youth, the Loves, and Sleep- 
is delicate and natural Imagery. - San. 

9. &o» femper idem fiorik«u\ Nothing is left durable than 
JFlowers in Spring j nothing more changeable than the Moon } yet 
theft are the beft Images of human Life. Why then ftould Crea- 
tures, by -Nature formed to Mortality, fatigue thf tnfclvss with 
cndleft and uncertain Ptoje&s * From thefe grand Principles a 
«heatful Enjoyment of the preTent Hour is a Oenclufitm not un- 
worthy of an epicurean Moralift. To r . S a n* . 

18. %« finer ,\ The Poet's Invitation inftantly pafles into 
Action. Thefe Vivacities are ufual to him, efpecialiy when he 
fiiopoles a Party of Pleafure. 

21. Sign devium] There are almoft as many different Opinions- 
upon this Strophe, as there are different Commentators. They 
have enquired, with very grave aad learned Cwioflty, into the 

Meaning; 
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Tremble not with vain Desires, 

Few the Things which Life requires. 

Youth wkh rapid Swifcoeft Bk$, 

Beauty's Lull re quickly dies, 

Wither'd Age drives far away 

Gendc Sleep and amorous Flay. 

When in vennai Bloom they glow 

Flowers their gayeft Honours fliow, 

Nor the Moon with equal Grace 

Always lifts her ruddy Face. 

Thus while Nature's Works decay, 

Bufy mortal, prithee fay, 

Why do you fatigue the Mind, 

Not for cndlef* Schemes defign'd ? 

Thus beneath this lofty Shade, 
Thus in carelefs Freedom laid, 
While Affyrian Effence Iheds 
Liquid Fragance on our Heads, 
While we lie with Rofes crown'd, 
Let the chearful Bowl go round : 
Bacchus can our Cares controul, 
Cares that prey upon the Soul. 

Who mail from the panjog Stream 
Quench our Wine's Faiemfan Flame * 
Who the vagrant Wanton bring, 
Miftrefs of the Lyric String, 

Wijtfc 

Meaning of almoft every Word, and yet have left the &nk w»- 
oertain, although not nndcterannok 

» Tor rentius, for the Honour of Horace, afterts, <frfm the Wori 
tticiei (which mews that knot Art was neceiTary to the Invitation^ 
that Lydt was no common Proftitute. To which . Remark, her 
feeing at home adds no inconfiderahie Strength, Scortum is -a coarie 
Karoe for a Woman of the moft infamous Character, and I*de 
feemsto be feat for to the pre&nt Entertainment more for net 

Jtofr, Aa* hefBtonty* < 

4 But 
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Maturet, incomtam Lacaenae 
More comam religata noduru. 

Bat a Difficulty of more Moment arifee with regard to Lyde'« 
Drefs. Horace defires Her to tie her Hair carelefly like the Lace- 
daemonian Ladies, whom Virgil defcribes with Hair loofc and flow- 
ing in die Wind, 

Mr. Dacicx reconciles the two Poets by afluring os, that Virgil 
defcribes a Spartan Maid, and Horace means a Spartan Matron j 
that in Greece, and particularly in Lacedsemon, the young Wo- 
men had their Hair loofe, and their Heads uncovered $ which were 

FaJhions 



Carmen XII. Ad Mjecenatem. 

NO LIS longa ferae bella Numantiae 
Nee durum Anpibalem, ncc SicuJum mare, 
Pceno purpureum fanguine, mofiibus 

Aptari citharae modis ; 
Nee faevos La pit has, & nimiura mero 5 

Hylaeum ; domitofque Herculea manu 

Telluris 

The Subject of this Ode is almoft the fame as that of two others 
Striberh Vario and Pindarum furfovis, but the Conduit is diffe- 
rent. There is not here any Allegory, and the Reafons, with 
which the Poet excufes Himfelf for not writing of Wars and Con- 
euefts, are more natural and more enlarged. It appears by the 
eleventh Verfe, that the Ode was written before the Year 725, 
and they, who are fond of guefling, may naturally affign any fol- 
lowing Year. San. 

Verf. 1. Ftr* Numa*tia.~\ Numantia is here called /era for 
the Fiercenefs of its Inhabitants, who chofe to deftroy them- 
selves by Sword, and Fire, and PoiJbn, rather than yield to the 
Roman People. Dac. 

a. Durum."} Doctor Bentley, Mr. Coriingham, and Sanadoo, 
have received this Epithet inftead of dirum. It is found in the 
greater Number of Copies, and in fome of the firft Editions.. It 
makes an Oppofition to mollibuty that is not disagreeable* and 
Virgil ufes the Expre/fion Scipiadat duros bello. 

3. Mollibui modis.! The Poet does not mean, as fome Com- 
mentators underftand him, that grave or tragic Subjecls do not a- 
grec with Lyric Poetry. This Aficrtioa were ahioiutcJy felfe>.aad 

the 
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With her flowing Trefles tied, 
Carclefs like a Spartan Bride. / 

Faibions forbidden to the Spartan Matrons. Plato thus accounts 
for the Cuftom 5 that the young Maidens of Lacedaemon were 
taught all the manly Exercifes of hunting, wreftling, &c. but the 
Wives were confined to their domeftic Arrairs. Yet there was 
probably fome better Reafon for a Cuftom, which not only pre- 
vailed in Greece in general, but was received by the Romans. 
Their common Women were obliged to tie their Hair, when they 
appeared in Public, to diftinguiro them from Women of Virtue* ) 



Ode XII. To M-ecenas. 

NUMANTIA's Wars, for Years maiatain'd. 
Or Hannibal's vindictive Ire, 
Or Seas with Punic Gore diftain'd, 

Suit not the Softnefs of my feeble Lyre ; 

Nor the fierce Broils and favage Mirth 
Of Centaurs deep with Wine imbru'd ; 

Nor the gigantic Sons of Earth 
By Force Herculean glorioufly fubduM :• 

That 

the Odes of Pindar and Horace are a Proof of the contrary. He 
only fays, that his own Lyre has no other Sounds, but what are 
proper for Love, and that it refufes all Subjects of Grandeur and 
Sublimity. 

Mr. Dacier and fome other Commentators believe, that this 
Ode was written upon the Marriage of Maecenas with Terentia. 
If this were true, the Poet very ill excufes himfelf upon, Account 
of his Amours, for not attempting an Ode upon the Conquefts 
and Triumphs of Octavius, when at the fame Time he prefles 
Maecenas to write an Hiftory of them. Terentia was at Jeaft as 
good an Excufe, as any of the Poet*s Mtftrefles. SaK. 

5. Nee favos Lapitbas."] Mr. Dacier is aftommed, that none of 
the Commentators have difcovered the Allegory under which Ho- 
race compares the civil War, in which Brutus and Caffius were 
conquered by Auguflus, to the War w which the Giants were 

fubducd 
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1 86 Q^HofcATii Flacci Caimutum lib. * 
Teiiuris juvenes, onde periculum 

Fulgent contrcmuit doom* 
Saturni veteris ; tuque pedeflribus 
Dices biftoriis preelia Csefaris, fo 

Maecenas, njciiu*, duclaque per viaa 

Regam colla minantium. 
He duke* famine M«(a Licymai* 
Cantos, me volait dicere iuadam 
Fulgentei oculos, &benemutuis 

F idum pe&os aj&oribus i 

Qaam 

rubdeed by Hercules; and again to the Quarrel of the bjpithse> 
in which Hylaws fc naturally rep rofents Antony is his ficcefles. 
of Wine and Luxury with Cleopatra. But, beudes the CooJufioa 
of comparing thefe Generals firft to the Lapithae, and immediately 
afterwards to the Giants, the Poet always treats them with mote 
Refpect and Decency. He had fcrved wrier £r«fcos, and he lived 
in too much Friendship with the Son of Antony, who was now 
well efteemed by Auguftus, to compare his Father with the drun- 
ken Hylaeus, Sav- 

8. Contremui\\ The Conftruttion ctHstnemifcere perUuhm is vtxy> 
unufuak Virgil hath an Exprefuon of the fame Kind fonitumim 
pedum, vocemoue tremifco. Sa n. 

9. Tuque pedaflribus.] It appears, by the TeiBmony of Ser- 
ous, that Maecenas wrote the Life of Auguftus, and Pliny quotes 
tome Paflages from it. But, whether he were then engaged in> 
the Work* or pnly defigoiog it, Horace hath taken a very deli- 
cate Manner of flattering both Auguftus and Maecenas. Jem pah 
capable of ' Jinging the Wart of Numaou'um, of Hannibal* or tie 
fabulous Battles of the Giants, if Love' would permit me to attempt 
fab Kind of Subjetls 5 but nothing left than Marcenas can hope to 
celebrate the Co/touefts of Auguftus ; as if tbey were fuperiour to all 
the Wanders of Htftory or Fable. We may again obferve, that 
while Horace excufes himfelf, upon Account of his Amours, from 
attempting fuch a Work, he muft with a very bad Grace have 
proposed it to Maecenas at the Time of his Engagements with Te- 
xentia. ' San. 

Pedeftxibus biftoriis.] Horace ufes the Expreffions Mufa pedefiris 
and Sermo pedefiris for a Style fimple and natural. Hert he oppo- 
feth Poetry to Hiftory, which, if we may be allowed fuch an 
Expreffion, walks on foot, and never riles above the Earth. 

The 
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That Earth-born Race, with dire Alarms 

Who (hook the ftarry Spheres above, 
And impious dar'd with horrid Arms 

Boldly defy th' Omnipotence of Jove* 

You in hiftoric Profe fhall tell 

The mighty Power of Csefar's War 1 
How Kings beneath his Battle fell. 

And drag'd indignant his triumphal Car. 

Licymnia's Voice, Licymnia's Eye^ 

Bright- darting its resplendent Ray, 
Her Ureal* where Love and Frktdftif He, 

The Mufe commands me iing in fofter Lay t 

Is 

The Style of Hiftory ought to be stsoog, yet common ; In Die* 
tk>n chafte and flowing j medeft even in its Ornaments, it avoid* 
whatever hath en Appearance of Affe&attom But Poetry, and 
especially Lyric Poetry, foass into the Cloud* j its Sentiments ere 
noble, its Turns boid, its ExprefJions ns^ratisej Nature m el- 
ways feen, but Nature in her richeft Drefs. Tern*. Saw, 

is. Mintmtivm.] This Epithet, which represents the Kings, 
whom Anguflu* had £ubeW, AsU f referring the Terr ours an* 
Threats of Liberty even in Chains, is no mean Honour te their 
Conqueror. To ex. 

13. Lieymnie.J Dee* and learned ere the Disputes of the 
Commentators, whether we ought to reed Lretnia or Ltcymm*, 
whether it be e real or a feigned Name, end lafth/ whether She 
was Miftrefs to Maecenas or the Poet. Mr. Dacier, who declares 
for JUcinia, tells us, that the Gcaecian Hxfterians read either Lie:- 
nius, or Licimius, from whence Horace hath taken the Liberty 
of lengthening the Jecond Syllable. But the Manner of the 
Greeks and Romans in writing and pronouncing their Words wae 
vaftly different ; nor can the Grecians be fafneient Directors for 
rneafuring and writing a Language to which they were Strangers ; 
and although They frequently tyeil the lame Word differently, 
yet the Latin Poets very Jeldoni alter their Quantities. Befides, 
the two Hiftorians, in whofe Works alone we find the Name in- 
Difputc, before the Auguftan Age, always write Licinm'os, not 
Licinios. It is true it appears differently in Writers fiace that 
Tiroe* but they cannot be of any Authority, 

• Whether 
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Quam nee ferre pedem dedecoir choris, 
Nee ccrtare joco, nee dare brachra 
Lude ntem nitidis virginibus, facro 

Dianse Celebris die. 20 

Nam tu, quae tenuit dives Achaemenes, 
Aut pingais Phrygiae Mygdonias opes 
Pcrmutare velxs crine Licymnise, 

Pleoai aut Arabam domos ? 

Diun 

Whether it be a real or feigned Name, is difficult to deter- 
mine $ bat the Scholiaft Acron is farely miflaken when he fays, 
that Horace always ufcs uncertain, for certain Names, as me abl- 
ets demina Mufa Licinne, pro Terenti*. It muft either be an 
Errour of the Transcribers, or Acron maft contradict Himfelf, in 
saying Licinia was an uncertain Name for Terentia, when indeed 
it was her adopted, Family-Name. It was not unufual among 
the Latin Poets to difguife the Names of the Perfons, whom they 
defcribed, under Words of the fame Syllables and Meafures, by 
which, and by the Chara&er in general, They might eafily be 
known. But Doctor Bentley Sufficiently proves, that the Scholiaft 
is miftaken in another Inftance of this Kind, and at the feme 
Time aflures us, that the greateft Number and oldeft Manuscripts 
read Licymniee. 

The Reafoning of the Poet, the Conduct and Decencies of the 
Ode, alone determine whether Licymnia was the Miftrefs of Ho- 
race or Maecenas. If we fuppofe her Maecenas's Miftrefs, the 
Poet's Reafoning lies thus : You alone, Macenas, are eatable of 
writing the Viclories of Augufiut, Ton hve lerentia - y Ilcrve her 
alfo, the Pojfeffion of her Beauties appears to You more valuable, 
than all the Rubes of the World ; while tbe Mufe commands mete, 
fing tbofe Beauties, and forfake all other Subjects. * 

In good Truth, if we fuppofe Maecenas in Love with Terentia, 
and ready to marry her, the Poet could, with very little Decency, 
lay upon him the Labour of writing the Conquefts of Auguftus, 
while he holds himfclf excufed for his own lighter Amours ; and 
furely it was a very carelefs Indifcretion to talk of his Patron's 
Miftrefc, in fuch tedder, paffionate Language, as makes it difficult 
to diftinguifh the Poet from the Lover. S a v* 

17. Quam nee ferre pedem.J Licymnia was perhaps a Woman 
of Diftinftion, whofe Birth and Fortune might entitle her to the 

" Honour 
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Od. 12. The Oaks of Horace. . itf 

In Raillery the fportive Jeft, 

Graceful her Seep in dancing Charms, 
When playful at Diana* s Feaft 

To the bright Virgin Choir flic winds her Arms. 

Say, fhall the Wealth by Kings pofleft, 

Or the rich Diadems They wear. 
Or all the Treafures of the Baft, 

Purchafe one Lock of my Licymnia's Hair ? 

While 

Honour of dancing at Diana's Feftml ; or, if Licymnia were a 
real Name, She was perhaps a Daughter of Julius Licymnius, who 
was a Freedman of Julius Caeftr, and by Auguftus made Gover- 
nor of Gaul. San. 
18. Ccrtan joco.] By the Word eertare the Poet alludes to a 
Cuftom among the Greeks and Romans of difputing the Prize of 
Raillery on their feftml Days. It appears by a PafTage in Arifto- 
phanes, that the Victors in thefe Difputes were publicly crowned 
by the Greeks. 

Nee dare bracbia ludentemA The Verb \udere is by the beft Au- 
thors ufcd for dancing, and the Expreflion dare bracbia may in ge- 
neral Signify the Motion and winding of their Arms, or joining 
their Hands in dancing round the Altar of the Gqddefs. 

Torr. Dac. San. 
The Commentators pafs lightly oyer this Stanza, without con- 
sidering that if their Signification of lu dent em be juSt, Licymnia is 
twice in the fame Sentence reprefented dancing. What this Play 
was, in which She is defcribed giving her Arms to the Virgins at 
Diana's Festival, is not eafy to know. The Tranflator acknow- 
ledges, he does not understand the Paflage, and has therefore 
translated it very loofely. 

23. Permutare velis crine Licymnia?.'] Did you, Maecenas, know 
tike me the Beauties of Licymnia, furely You would be charmed like 
we, nor exchange one Lock of her Hair for all the Treafures of Kings. 
Thus in the Translation of the laft Line, and wi/bes You would 
J natch, &c. Such is the Language of Lovers in all Ages, who be- 
lieve, that if Others could difcover the fame Charms as they ima- 
gine in their Miftreflcs, they rouft feel them with the fame Tran- 
sport. The Poets are full of fuch ExpreSSons, which do not ne- 
ceflarily mean, as Mr. Dacier understands them, that Licymnia 
was the Miftrefs of Maecenas. S a n. 

25. Dum 
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Dum flagrantia dctorquet ad ofcula z$ 

Cervicem, aut faciti faevitia negat, 
Quae pofcente magjs gaudeat cripi, 
Interdum rapcre occupet. 



»5» Dumfagr antra detorquet.] Hxm 
ay appear, yet there is nocking in it 



fuel,] However warm this De&riptnn 
may appear, yet tnere is nothing in it indecent or immodeft : and 
if Mr. Sanadon had thought fit to translate the Strophe, he would 
have found another Argument to prove that Licymnia was the 

Poet's . 



Carmen XIII. 

IL L E 8c nefafto te pofuit die, 
(Quicunque) primum, & facrilega maim 
Produxie, arboe, in nepotum » 
Pcrnkiem, opprobrhimqae pagi ; 

Ilium 

It may be worth ob(erving» that there is no Subject, however 
trivial or inconsiderable, which Poetry cannot raife into Gran* 
deur and Dignity. The Fail of a Tree might have alarmed a 
Writer of F^rofe, who would coldly have defcribed his Danger | 
but the Terrors of a poetkal Imagination have tranfported How 
race to the very Regions of Death, where he lings the Power of 
Mufic and Poetrv. 

Verf. i. Ilk & nefafto.] All. the Commentators are agreed in 
acknowledging the Difficulty of this Sentence. Some endeavour 
to explain it, feme to excufe the Poet, others would alter the 
Text, and one bolder Critic cuts out the whole Paflage without 
condescending to give a Reafon for it. Torrentios imagines, 
that Horace threw this Perplexity into the Beginning of the Ode, 
more (trongly to exprefs the Diibrder and Confufion of the Dan- 
ger he had elcaped j while Dr. Bentley amends the Text and af- 
ferts, that it is impofiible to find any Senfe in the Paflage ac- 
cording to its prefent Form. Mr. Sanadon, who hath found all 
Explanations faulty j all Justifications of the Poet inefficient, 
and all Corrections ufelefs, hath not perhaps fucceeded more hap* 
pily than Others. Mr. Dacier forms the Sentence in this Man- 
ner: arbor, quicunque te pofuit, & produxit, i lie te & pofuit ne- 
fafto die, & facrilega manu in nepotum pernidem j te, inquam, 
trifle lignum, te caducuu in domini caput. Here Dr. Bentley cries 

out, 
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Od. 14. The Odes of Horace. *9* 

While now her bending Neck fhe pJies 

Backward to meet the burning Kifa, 
Then with an eafy Cruelty denies, 

And wilhes you would {hatch* not anYtheBUfe. 

Poet's Miftrefs. For it muft have been as indecent in Maecenas 
to have admitted Horace to be Witnefs offuch Inftances of his 
Paflion for Tcrentia, as it would hare been impertinent in the 
Poet to break in upon the Privacies of his Patron. 



Ode xm. 

WHOEVER raiVd and planted Thee, 
Unlucky and pernicious Tree, 
In Hour accurs'd with impious Hand 
(Thou Bane and Scandal of my Land) 

Well 

out, How miould Horace eurfe fuc& fenfelefs Stuff, if be were 
to rife from the Dead ! But wherefore do we delay to vindicate the 
Poet fromfucb Barbarifm of Language f then read, according t$ 
Mr Edition, 

ILLUM, 8, nefaftote poluitdie 

Quicunque ptimum, Arc. 

ILLUM parentis fui 

Fregifle cervicero. 
Ton muft here acknowledge, fays the Critic, the Genius ef Jfc- 
race. What can he more clear, more harmonious, more fpirited t 
The Repetition oflhLVM argues Indignation, and O adds Force 
and Acrimony to the Sentence. Mr. Sanadon, with very little left 
Warmth, afks his Reader, Is there any Thing more natural than 
bis GonftrucJim f Is there any Thing here, which requires to be re» 
formed, explained, or exevfid? He ranges the Words in the fol- 
lowing Manner : Quicunque Hie, that is to fay, quifquis ille & 
ftofuit te primum nefafio die, & facrikga mams produxit ...» ilium 
crediderim, &c. * 

Butifwetafce away the full Stops, and open the Sentence 
down to the twelfth Line, perhaps- the Coaftru&ion may not ap- 
pear fo perplexed. Arbos, qui te ftatuit agro meo, ille (quicunque 
fuit) & nefajh te fofuit dn primum, & facrikg* manu produxit 



y Google 



192 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum 14b. 2. 
Ilium & parentis crediderim fui 5 

Fregifle cervicem & penetralia 
Sparfifte no&urno cruore 

Hofpitis : Hie venena Colcha, 
Et qai^quid ulquam concipitur nefas, 
Tra&avit j agro qui ftatuit meo 10 

Te trifte lignum, tecaducum 
In domirii caput immerentis, 
Quid quifque vitet, nunquam homini fatis 
Cautum ell in boras. Navita Bofporum 

Pcenus perhorrefcit, neque ultra 15 

Caeca timet aliunde fata. 
Miles fagittas, & celerem fugam 
Parthi ; catenas Parthus, & Italum 
Robur 5 fed improvifa lethi 

Vis rapuit, rapietque gentes. 20 

Quam 

in rtepdtum pernicim 5 ilium & parentis crediderim fregijje cervi- 
cem ; ilk venena Colcba, Sec. 

Nefafio die.] The Romans divided their Days into Fafti and 
Nefafti. On the Nefafti all Kinds of Work and all Bufaels of 
the Forum were forbidden, as appears by a Line in Ovid 5 Illcne- 
faftus erit, per quern tria verba Jilentur. The three Words, that 
Ovid means, were the Form with which the Prater opened his 
Court: Do, Dico, ^.ddico. By the fir ft he declared that he 
administered Juftice ; by the fecond, he pronounced Sentence ; 
and by the third, he gave Poflelfion of the Property in Difpute. 
But private Superftition added to thefe a Number of black, ill* 
omen'd Days, Dies atri, upon which any public Calamity had 
happened. Cnuq. 

Horace may ekher mean, that the Perfon, who planted this 
accurfed Tree, had violated a religious Holiday, by working upon 
it J or, that he had planted it upon fome unfortunate Day. 

Pofuit.] Mr* Sanadon would perfuade us, that Horace hath made 
ufe of three Verbs ponere, producere and fl. tre, which rife a- 
bove each other, and Signify the planting,' raiting, and trans- 
planting this unfortunate Tree ; that it was planted and raifed 
among the Sabines, and from thence tranfplanted to the Country- 
Scat, which Maecenas had given to Horace 5 that in its firft Situa- 
tion it ought to have been the Difgrace of the Village, and was 

fata* 
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Well may I think the Parricide 

In Father's Blood his Soul had dyed, 

Or plung'd his Dagger in the Breaft 

Of his deep-flumbering, midnight Gueft, 

Or temper'd every baleful Juice, 

Which poifonous Colchian Glebes produce, 

Or if a blacker Crime be known. 

That Crime the Wretch had made his own, 

Who on my harmlefs Grounds and me 

Beftow'd Thee, lucktefs, falling Tree. 
While Dangers hourly round us rife 

No Caution guards us from Surprife. 

All other Deaths the Sailor dares, 

Who yet the raging Ocean fears ; 

The Parthian views with deep Dil'may, 

The Roman Chains and firm Array ; 

The Roman dreads the Parthian's Speed, 

His flying War- and backward Reed ; 

While Death, unheeded, fweeps away 

The World, his everlafting Prey. 

How 

feted to be the Death of fome Descendants from him who planted 
it 5 but in the fecond, particularly threatned the Life of its Matter. 
This unlucky Inftance of the Critic's Refinement may teach us 
not to be too curious in rinding out Beauties even in a favourite 
Author J for, befides the Meannefs of the Climax, Hiftory hath 
not been fufficiently careful to inform us of the planting and 
tranfplanting this fatal Tree j nor is it probable, that the fame 
Perfon fhould be deftined to the continued Prefervation of it, un- 
til it was large enough to kill the Poet with its Fall 5 or if we 
Jhould extend his Curies to three Perfons, the Climax becomes 
very little lefs than Burfefque. 

11. Caducum,] Is here ufed for cafurum, which fhould fall 
upon its Matter's Head, as if it had been planted with that De- 
fign. Thus Virgil fays jwvenis caducus for cafurus, or moriturus, 
a Youth, rated to die. This Accident happened the firrt of 
March, as appears by the eighth Ode of the third Book. San. 

13. Siuid qui '(que vltet,"] The fecond Part of the Ode, which 
begins here, pages very naturally to the ufelefs Precautions of 

Vol. I. K Man- 
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Ij4 Q^Horatxi Placci Carmintjm L3b.2. 
Quam pcne fume regoa Profcrpiaae, 
Et judicantem vidimus .ASacum, 
Sedefquc difcretas pioruro, & 
iEoliis fidibus qaaerentem 
Sappho puellis de popularibus ; 25 

Et te fo nan tern, pi en i us aurco, 
Alcaee, ple&ro dura navis, 
Dura fugae mala, dara belli ? 
Utrumque facro digna filentio 

Mirantur umbrae dicere ; fed raagis 3* 

Pugnas, & exa&os tyrannos 

Denfum humeris bibic aure valgus. 
Quid mirum ? ubi illis carminibus ftupeus 
Dejnittit acras bellua centiceps 

Aares, & intorti capillis 3; 

Eumenidum recreantur angaes ? 

Quia 

Mankind to avoid Death. The third Part rifes from an imaginary 
View of Pluto's Kingdom, and the Elyfian Fields furva regfia 
ProferbiiH* and difcretas piorum fedes, in which the Poet defences 
the Gnofts with Admiration and Tranfport liftening to the Songs 
of Sappho and Alczeus. Dac. San. 

213. Scdtfque ptorvra.'] The Poet begins to think how near he 
-was vifiting the Regions below, and feeing his Lyric Friends j at 
the very mentioning of whom he ftarts out into an enthnfiaftic 
Rapture, and forgets every Misfortune of human Life. This is 
the true Spirit and Genius of Lyric Poetry. 

Upton on Skakispiaxi. 

*5* Slgerentem fueliii de popularibus,] Madam Dacier, for the 
Honour of her Sex, undertakes the Defence of Sappho againft the 
Calumnies with which Pofterity had treated her. She believes 
that the Songs, which the Ghofts beard with fo much Pleafure, 
were thofe, which Sappho had really compofed againft the unrea- 
sonable Jealoufies of her Country-women, from which ibme 
Writers have treated her Memory with fo much Cruelty. But 
the Manner in which fhe declares herfelf publicly and conftantly a- 
gainft her Brother Carazus, who dishonoured himfelf by his En- 
gagements with the Proftitute Dorica 5 and that Veneration, which 
the Mitylenians preferved for her, even after her Death engraving 
her Image on their Money, may juftly make us fufpeft that Scan- 
dal 
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Od. 13. The Odbs of Horace. 

How near was I thofe dreary Plains 
Where Pluto's auburn Confort reigns, 
Where awful fits the Judge of Hell, 
Where pious Spirits blifsful dwell, 
Where Sappho in melodious Strains 
Of cruel Calumny complains, 
Alcaeus ftrikes the golden Strings, 
And Seas, and War, and Exile fings ? 
Thus while they ftrikc the various Lyre 
The Ghofts the facred Sounds admire j 
But when Alcseus lifts the Strain 
To Deeds of War and Tyrants flain, 
In thicker Crouds the (hadowy Throng 
Drink deeper down the martial Song. 
What Wonder ? When with bending Ears 
The Dog of Hell afioniQVd hears, 
And, in the Furies Hair entwin'd, 
The Snakes with chearful Horrour wind, 

K 2 While 

dal and Calumny have treated her with their ufual Jujtice, in their 
Defcriptions of the Licentioufnefs of her Manners* 

Her Pafiion for Phaon, extravagant and violent as it was, may 
be no meari Proof of the Falfiwod of the monftrous Vices with 
which fhe is charged. 

17. AUae.] Alcaeus was Cotemporary, Countryman, and Friend 
of Sappho, he is juftly rewarded with a golden Ple8%um (an Instru- 
ment with which they (truck the Strings of the Lyre) for that 
Part of his Works, in which he purfues the Tyrants of his Coun- 
try. His Style was clofe, magnificent, and chafte. He is fre- 
quently like to Homer, but he defcends into Sports and Love, 
although naturally formed to more, exalted Subjects. Such is the 
Character given him by Quintilian, which confirms the Paffagc in 
Horace : dlcaus in parte opens aureo pleBro meritb donatur, qua 
Tyrantios infeSatur. Muhunt ttiam mofibus ctnfert, in eloquent 
hrevh & magnificus, &f diligens, plttumque Romero fmilis, fed iu 
lujus fif amores defcendtf, majoribus tamen aptiar. 

Cruquius understands by the golden Plectrum, that golden Li* 
berty which Alcaeus hadpurchafed for his Countrymen by expelline 
their Tyrants. * 

Nam's.'] The Poetufes nam's for navigatio, and understands by 
it all Dangers of the Sea, which Alcaeus had experienced. Saw. 
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Qttin & Prometheus, & Pelopis parens 
Dulci laborcm decipitur fono ; 
Nee curat Orion leones, 

Aut tlmidos agitare lyncas. 40 

38. Laborm decipitur J] Doftor Bentley aflures us, that this 
Reading appears in the greater Number of Copies. Mr. Coning- 
ham and Sanadon have received it into the Text. Decipitur h 
nfed in the fame Senfe as decipk, fallit. ^ Thus we find expleri 
mentemln Virgil, and pingitur ahum in. Ovid, and in Horace him- 



Carmen XIV. Ad Postumum. 

EH £ U ! fugaces, Poftume, Poftume, 
Labuntur anni ; nee pietas moram 
Rugis, &inftanti fene&e 
AfFeret, indomitaeque morti. 
Non fi trecenis, quotquot eunt dies, > 

Amice, places illacrymabilem 
Plutona tauris ; qui ter amplum 
Geryonen, Tityonquc trifti 

Compefdt 

In fome Manufcripts this Ode appears with the Title Di Su- 
vbrstitione againft Superftition. Yet Horace endeavours not 
only to fortify Poftumus againft the Fears of Death, but exhorts 
him to enjoy the good Things of Life with Chearfulnefs and Tran- 
quility. Inftead of cold Advice, and formal Arguments, all his 
Reflections upon the Shortnefs of Life, and Certainty of Death, 
are taken fipm a Philofophy very conformable to the Sentiments 
of Nature, and animated with a Variety, which makes it ap- 
pear ever new. Da c.San. 

Verf. 1. Poftume:'] Grammarians have long difputed whether we 
ought to write Poftumus or Peftbumus, Vomus allures us, that 
the Ancients always wrote Poftumus, which, is confirmed by all 
Inscriptions on Medals without Exception, It is equally uncertain 

to 
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Od. 14. Tm Odes of Horace. 197 

While charm'd by the melodious Strain 
The tortur'd Ghofts forget their Pain, 
Nor Lyon's Rage, nor Lynx's Flight, 
Orion's raptur'd Soul delight. 

felf SZgi purger bikm, which muft all bt conftrued 10 an a&ive 
Scnfe. , . 

39. Nee curat Orion bones.] Orion, who had loved hunting 
when he lived, is here defcribed purfuing the (ame Sport, when he 
died. The Antients believed, that the Ghofts of the departed re- 
tained the fame Pawons, as thofe with which they were animated 
upon Earth. 



Ope XIV. To Postumus. 

HO W fwiftly glide our flying Yean f 
Alas f nor Piety, nor Tears 
Can Hop the fleeting Day ? 
Dcep-furrow'd Wrinkles, polling Age, 
And Death's unconquerable Rage, 
Are Strangers to Delay. 

Though every Day a Bull fhould bleed 
To Pluto, bodtlefs were the Deed, 

The Monarch tearlefs reigns, 
Where Vultur- tortur'd Tityoslies, 
And triple Geryon's monflrous Size 

The gloomy Wave detains. 



Who- 



to whom this Ode is addsefled, as at what Time it was written. 

San, 

a. Labuntur fugaceiatini.] The Poet very happily exprefles the 
Motion of Time, which pafieth away without being perceived* 
The Epithet marks the Rapidity of its Flight, and the Verb (hews 
how imperceptible is its Progrefs. The Word labuntur is properly 
applied to Rivers, whofe Courfe, however flow it may appear, yet 
K 3 i> 
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198 Qi HoratIi Flacci Carminxtm Lib. a. 
Compefcit unda, fcilicet omnibus* 
Quicunque terras munere vefcimur, 19 

Enaviganda; five reges, 
Sive inopea. erimus coloni. 
Fruftra cruen to Marte carebimiB, 
Fra&ifque rauci ftuflibus Adriae : 

Fruftra per Autuoinos noceotem , 1 j 

Corporibus metucmos Airftrum. 
Vifendus atcr flu mine languido 
Cocytus errans, & Dana'i gen at 
In fa me, damnatufque longi 

Sifypbos bolides laboris. g* 

Linquenda tellus, & domus, & placeni 
Uxor : nequc barum, quas colis, arborojn 
Te. praeter invifai cuprcflbs, 
Uila brevem domiimm fequetur. 

Abfumet 

is really fwift } as Time h really flying away even when it ftenar 
to flop, 

~——fugit qmm flare vidctur. Da C. $a N« 

aa. Stvascdiiarbortu] The Romans were palftonately food of* 
Trees, and To curious in their Culture of them, that they often 
watered them, if fuch an Expreftion may be allowed, with Wine* 
The Cyprefc was facred to Pluto and Profcrpine, and various are 
the Reafons why it was ufed in Funerals. Either from a vulgar 
Errour, that it dies if it be pruned j or becauie it was ufeful in 
preferving a dead Body from' Corruption j or, baing thrown into the 
Pyle, it corrected the offenfive Stench of the burning Carcafe. A 
Branch of it was placed over the Door of the Houie where any 
Perfondied, that the Pontiffe might not be polluted by entring 
into it. Lamb. 

14. Brevtm iami*umJ\ Some of the Commentator*,, knowing 
that brews hath two Significations, with very learned Subtlety 
have eonftrucd htvm 4»mmtm x wfa ** cwflned H « j**oil 8f**e% 
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Whoever taftes of earthly Food 
Is doom'd to pafs the joylefs Flood, 

And hear the Stygian Roar ; 
The fceptred King, who rules the Earth, 
The labouring Hind of humbler Birth 

Muft reach the diftant Shore. 

The broken Surge of Adria's Main, 
Hoarfe-founding, we avoid in vain, 

And Mars in Blood- ftainM Arms | 
The Southern Blail in vain we fear, 
And Autumn's Life-annoying Air 

With idle Fern alarms 1 

For all muft fee Cocytus flow, 
Whofc gloomy Water fadly flow, 

Strays tb <ough the dreary Soil, 
The guilty Maids, an ill-fanVd Train I 
And, Sifyphus, thy Labour* vain 

Condemn'd to endlefs Toil. 

Thy pleafing Confort mail be left, 
And You of Villa's, Lands, bereft, 

Muft to the Shades defcend ; 
The Cyprefs only, hated Tree! 
Of all thy much-lov'd Groves, (ball Thee, 

.Its fhort-liv'd Lord attend. 

Then 

as if Horace alluded to his Urn. Perhaps, his Ex pre (Ti on is not 
perfectly exatt, but, one would think, tt required fome Art to 
sniftake his Meaning. 

K 4 17. Mir* 
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200 Q^Horatii Flacci Carmihum Lib. z, 
Abfumet hares Caecuba dignior 25 

Servata centum clavibus, & mero 
Tinget pavimentum faperbus, 
Pontificum potiore ccenis. 

37. Mero tinget pavimentum fuperbut,] In this Strophe the Poet 
recommends to Poftumus a chearful and open Manner of living, 
by afluring him, that his Heir, more worthy of his Fortune by 
knowing how to enjoy it, /hall in his Pride and Prodigality pro- 
fufely ftain the Floor with his richeft Wines. Doctor Bentky 
would approve of our Reading pavimentum fuperbum Povtifatm, for 
He thinks it a noble Exprefiion to fay, a Floor proud of being flawed 
with Liquor Jo excellent, although he allows, that the Weight of 
Confonants is harfli and difagreeable. And yet this very Ex- 
prefiion feems to have fomething hard, That a Floor fbould he 
proud of the Wine which fains it ; and the Doctor himielf rejects 
it for Juperho, which is fomewhat faulty, as it gives two Epithets 
to mero without raifing the Senfc. Mr. Sanadon, from a Con- 
jecture of Mr. Cuningham, reads fuperbis, which indeed is net 
liable to either of thefe Objections, and yet the Senfe is ftrong, 
and perfect without it, fince nothing can add to the Luxury or Pride 
of a Pontflffe's Feaft, If then we read fvperbvt, which was firft 
propofed by Barthius, we {hall have mew Thought added to the 
Stanza, and behold the very Action of Pride and Infolence, with 
which this extravagant Heir lavifheth away his Wine, while the 

Epithet 



Carmen XV. 

J A M pauca aratro jugera regis 
Moles relinquent ; undique latins 
Extenta vifentur Lucrinb 

Stagna lacu ; platanufque Calebs 

Evlncet 

The Poet, in this Ode, oppofes the .Magnificence and Expence 
of theprefent Romans, in their Buildings, Plantations and Gar- 
dens, to the Simplicity and Frugality of their Anceftors, by whom 
the Public Edifices, and Temples of the Gods, were thought the 
noble# Monuments of true Grandeur, as well as of Piety. 



The 
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Od. 15. The Odes op Horace.' 2ot 

Then (hall the worthier Heir difcharge 
-And fet th* imprifon'd Cafks at large 

And dye the Floor with Wine 
So rich and precious, not the Feafts 
Of Pontiffes chear their ravifhM Guefb 

With Liquor more divine. 

Epithet, thrown to the End of the Period, keep* up the Force 
and Spirit of the Seofe 5 a Manner of Writing very uftial in Horace,. 

28. Pontificum frtiore arm's.] Mr. Dacier is extremely well re- 
conciled to the French Tongue, for not being liable to the Doubts, 
that perplex the Reader in thefe Words, which may bear three 
different Conftru&ions ; that this Wine was of greater Price than, 
whole Feafts of the Pontiffes 5 that it might be better employed 
in thofe Feafts j or thirdly, that it was more excellent, than what 
was drank at fuch Entertainments. Mr. Dacier declares for the 
iecond, which feems to him to have the Turn of a religious Senti- 
ment, as if this Wine ought to be referved for the Pontife's Fcfti- 
▼al. Mr. Sanadon hath chofen the firft Conftruftion ; and thi* 
Tranflation takes the laft,,as it appears moft natural and eafy*. 
The Words may indeed bear a fourth Meaning $ fotiore ccenis by an> 
Ellipfis /wf/w* in ctenis may fignify the beft Wine even at a Pon- 
tinVs Feaft. 

Upon Admiffion of a new Member into their College a Feaft 
was prepared for the Pontiffes, Augurs, and Veftal Virgins, with: 
moft religious Luxury* 



Ode XV. 

IN reyal Pride our Buildings rife,. 
The ufelefs Plough neglected lies ; 
Ponds, broad as Lakes,, our Fields o'er-fpread*. 
And barren Planes high wave the Head 
Above the Elm, while all around, 
Wafting their Fragrance o'er the Ground 

1. Where- 

The Wealth, brought into Rome by ravaging and plundering the 

World, was employed, with a Wantonnefs almoft incredible, in, 

the Uft Exccffes of Extravagance and Luxury. Thefe EicefTer 

K 5 vitiajtedB 
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2CZ Q^Horatii Flacci CARwtftiritr Lib. *• 
Evincet ulmos : turn viokria, & . 5 

Myrtu«, fcomnis copia nariam, 
Spargent olivetis odorenu 
Fertilibus domino prion. 
Turn fpiffd ramis la urea fervidos 
Excljdet idtus. Non ica Romuli 10 

P. aefcriptum, Sc intonfi Catonfc 
Aufpiciis, veteruraque norma, 
Piivatus il.'is cenfus erat brevis, 
Commune magnum : nulla decempedi* 

Metata privaus opacam 15 

Porticus excipiebat Ardon : 
Ncc fortuitum fpemere cefpitcm 
Leges iinebmt, oppida publico 
Sumtu jubentes, & Deorum 

Templa novo decorare faxo. 20- 

Carmen 

vitiated the Minds, corrupted the tXnderftandfng, and broke the 
Rrfolution of a People, not lefs glorious for their Spirit of Liberty, 
than for their Conqueft of the World. Thus at length they were 
debafed to a Viiencfs of Slavery unknown to the Nations, whom 
they had conquered, and infamous to all Poflerity. 

Verf. 6. Copia nariumS\ Mr. Sanadon hath very well defended 
the Beauty of this Expreflibn againft Mr. Dacier, who thinks it 
too bold, although he approves of an Expreflion of Herodotus, 
who calls beautiful Women, the Diflempers of the Eye ; and of a- 
nother Greek Writer, who fays, Flcnoers are the Feaft of the 
Sight, In Cicero we find copia agri for the Riches of the Coon* 
try; and Catullus calls a Goat, thePoifon of the Nofe, Crudelab 
vaforuminterfictpeflem. 

10. »Fem>idos ictus. \ Other Poets have faid, iflus Pbarbi, folis y 
himinis y but Lyric Poetry peimits a grcjater Boldnefs. They* 
who would read ajius or ignts, enfeeble the Language, and ha- 
zard a Correction, which the Text neither authorifes, nor re- 
Jfcuires. San. 

rj. Privahn illis cenfuu"] Valerius Maximu-s hath given us this 
glorious Character of the ancient Romans, that every one was. . 
tarneft to increafe the Wealth ofhis Country, not his own pri- 
vate Fortune ; and chofe rather to be poor in a rish State, than to 
be rich when the Commonwealth was poor. They aimed, fay* 
Cicero, at the PraHes of Frugality in their domeftic Affairs, and 
•f Dignity, in all that concerned the Public* 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Od/ij. The Oobs of Horace, 205 

Where flourifh'd once the Olive Shade 

And its ridi Mailer's Cares repaid, 

The Violet and Myrtle greets 

The Senfe a Luxury of Sweets I 

. While vainly would Apollo's Ray 

Through our thick Laurels pour the Day. 
Not fuch were Cato's ftern Decrees, 

Nor Romulus by Arts like thefe 

In Wifdom formMth' imperial Sway 

And bid th' unwilling World obey. 

Though fmall each perfona! Eftate, 

The public Revenues were great ; 

Arcaydes were then by Law connVd, 

Uor open'd to the Northern Wind : 

The cafual Turf, where Fortune pleas'd, 

The private Dwelling humbly rais'd, 

While awful to the Powers divine 

Grateful They built the facred Shrine, 

And high their public Structures fhone, 

Enrich *d with ornamental Stone, 

Ode 
17. N$c fortuitam eefprtem.] This Expreffion hath fomc Diffi- 
culty. The Commentators in general underftand by it either an 
hereditary Farm, or the cafual Allotment of the conquered Lands. 

But in this Senfe, the Oppofition between the Buildings of the mo- 
dern and ancient Romans, which forms the Beauty of the Ode, is 
loft. The Translator hopes he hath expreffed the natural and un- 
forced Meaning of his Author j that the firfi Romans built thtir 
Houfes of Earth tr Brick, nor 'were they curious in their Situation, 
while they raffed the Temples and pubhek Edifices with Stone, 

18. OPPtda publico fumtu.] In thefe laft Lines we fee the princi- 
pal Defign of the Poem, and Horace reflects upon Auguftus all the 
Praifes, which he had given to the Laws of the ancient Romans. 
That Prince had not only rebuilt the public Edifices, which had 
decayed by Time, or been deftroyed by Fire, but raifed feveral 
Temples to the Gods ; fuch as thofe to Mars, the Avenger, to 
Apollo, to Jupiter, the Thunderer. Dac. 

20. Nova faxo.) The Antients called any thing new, which 
was oaraamenttl and elegant. To a iu 

JH £ Wnea 



y Google 



( *<H) 



Carmen XVI. Ad Pompeium Grosphum. 

OT I U M divos rogat impotcnti 
Prenfus ^Egaeo, fimul atra nubes 
Condidit Lunam, nequc certa fulgent 

Sidera nautis : 
Otiam bello furiofa Thrace, J 

Otium Medi pharetra decori, 
Grofphe, non gemmis, neque purpura, ve- 

nale, nee auro. 
Non enim gazae, neque confularis 
Summovetlidtor miferos tumultus 10 

Mentis, & Curas laqueata circum 
Te&a volantes. 

Vivkur 

When Horace draws the Morals of Epicurus at their Source, it 
snuftbe confefled, that human Wifdom never produced any Syftem 
more reafonable. The Pleafure of that Philosopher, a Pleafure a- 
tufed by Liber tinHm, and condemned by Ignorance, confifted in a 
Tranquility of Mind, refulting from the Practice of Virtue. 
From this Principle are derived all thefe beautiful Maxims, which. 
our Poet hath difperfed through his whole Works, and which ap- 
pear particularly in this Ode, where he gives fuch Counfel to his 
Friend, as feems to be dictated by Reafon itfelf. After having 
fpoken of the Repofe of the Body in the firft fix Lines, he propofeth, 
as an Object more worthy of our Defires, the Repofe of the Soul j 
hut the Tranfition is fo lightly marked that it hath efcaped the 
Commentators. San. 

Verf. i. Otiam.'] It were impertinent to defire the Reader to 
mark the Beauty of this Repetition, by which the Poet would 
prove, that Repofe and Retirement is the general Wiih of Man- 
kind even when they are engaged in their, moft active, moft am- 
hitious Purfuits. Yet it may be worth obferving, that other Poeta 
iave made ufe of the fame Repetitions, and fpoken the fame Lan- 
guage. Thus Tibullus five Times repeats the Word Hope, to 
Ihew that it is the common Bleffing of the Unfortunate : thus 
fee ufo the Word Peace as often, to convince us, that it is the 

moft 
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Ode XVI. To Pompeius Ghosphus* 

WHEN Clouds the Moon's fair Laflre hide, 
No Stars the doubtful Helm to guide ; 
The Sailor mid the raging Seas 
Suppliant implores the Gods for Eafe ; 
For Eafe, the warlike Sons of Thrace, 
The Medes, whom mining Quivers grace, 
For Eafe, that never can be fold 
For Gems, for Purple, or for Gold. 
For neither Wealth, nor Power controul 
The fickly Tumults of the Soul, 
Or bid the Cares to ftand aloof, 
Which hover round the vaulted Roof. 

Happy. 

moft definable and valuable Enjoyment of human Life. When 
Ovid would fhew the Power of Time, he repeats it not left than 
fir Times; and Catullus, whom perhaps our Poet imitated, hath 
ufed otium as often in one Strophe. * 

ImpotentiA The Word impatenti appears in fome excellent Ma* 
jiufcripts, and we are obliged to Mr. SanadOn for his very happy 
Alteration of a fingje Letter. They, who read in patent! give to 
the uEgean Sea an Epithet, which by no means agrees to it. Far 
from being open, it is divided and broken by a Number of Iflanda 
•varus freta confita tern's, befides Rocks and Banks of Sand. The 
Latins ufe the Word impotent in two oppofite Senfes, as incanus 
infra&us, &c. Mare impotens is a Sea violently agitated, and Cai 
tullus calls this very Sea by the fame Epithet Tmpotentia fieta. 

10. Summovet.} One Part of the Li&or's Office, was to remove 
the Croud, and open a Way for the Magiftrates j from whence tho 
Poet hath taken this beautiful Image. The L'tBor may oblige the 
People to retire , but cannot drive atbay the Cares and Troubles of the 
Soul. The Matrons and Veftal Virgins were not obliged to give 
way to the Magiftrates, left, under that Pretext, they might be in- 
jured or infulted by the Li&ors* Da c, 
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zo6 Q^Horatii F1.ACC1 Carminum Lib. 2. 

Vivitur parvo bene, cui patemum 

Spleodet in men* a te&ui folinum \ 

Nee leves fomnos timor, auc cupido 15 

Sordid us anfert. - - 
Quid brevi fortes jaculamur asvo 
Multa ? quid tern's alio calentes 
Sole mu tamos ? patriae quis exul 

Se quoque fugit ? 20 

Scandit aeratas vitiofa naves 
Cura ; nee turmas equitum relinquit, 
Ocior cerviv% & agente nimbos 

Ocior Euro. 
Laetus in praefens animus, quod ultra eft, 25 

Oderit curare, & amara leni 
Temperet rifu. Nihil eft ab omnl 

Parte beatum. 
Abftulit ciarum cita mors Achfllem : 
Longa Tithonum minuit fenedhis : 30 

Et aiihi forfan, tibi quod negarit, 

Porriget hora. 

Te 

14. Splendet fah'mm*] Happy the Man, tot* beholds viitbPha- 
Jure the plain andfimple Furniture* which bis Father left Him, Salt 
is by Homer called Divine, and by Plato Bekvedby the G*ds j (b 
Jfcoly was it efteemed, that the Ancients thought an Entertainment 
impious and profane, if it were forgotten, a# they believed that 
fome Misfortune would happen to the Perion who flept while it 
was on the Table. Da c. 

17. S^uid brevi fortes.] This is happily expreflcd. OurDefire* 
are the Arrows of our Hearts, which we are always aiming beyond 
the Mark of Life, and, as it were, Ihocting out of Sight. San. 

18. Tetris.] Mr. Cuningham hath given us this Alteration of 
the ufual Reading Terras, and it is received by Mr. Sanadon. It 
is more agreeable to the Style of Horace, and renders the Phrafe 
(•mplete, by expreffing both TctmTof the Change* Terras muft 
he uaderftoodt 

a$* Lewi 
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Od. 16. The Odiis- of Horace. 207 

Happy the Man, whofe frugal Board 
His Father's Plenty can afford ; 
His gentle Sleep nor atudoas Fear 
Shall drive away, nor fordid Care. 

Why do we aim -frith eager Strife 
Ac Things beyond the Mark of Lift ? 
Creatures, alas ! whofe boafted Power 
Is bat the Blefling of an Hour f 
To Climates warm'd by other Suns 
In vain the wretched Exile funs ; 
Consuming Cares incefTint charge 
H» Plight, and climb his armed Barge ; 
Or though he mount jhe rapid Steed 
Care follows whh unerring Speed, 
Far fleeter than the timorous Hind, 
F*r fleeter than the driving Wind. 

He, who can tafte without Allay 
The prefent Pleafures of the Day, 
Should witH an eafy, chearful Smile 
The Bitternefs of Life beguile ; 
Should all of future Care deteft, 
For nothing is completely tfleft. 
Achilles periftYd in his Prime, 
Tithon was worn away by Time, 
And Fate, with lavHh Hand, to Me - * 

May grant what it denies to Thee. 

An 

sl6. tent temper At riftt.] We are obliged for this Correction to 
Dodlor Bentley 5 all Editions before him read lat*> which gives a 
difegrecahle Repetition of the fame Epithet in two Lines, without 
adding to the Strength t>r Beauty of the Sentence. Some Manu* 
fcripts read lento > which is an Expreffion without Example, nor ea- 
fi]y underftood 5 befides lertis makes a pretty Oppofition to amarus*. 

Saw. 
39. AbpuUt clarum.J Achilles was famed tor his military Gle« 

riesj 
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ao& Q^HotATii Flacci Carminum Lib. z. 

Te greges centum, SicuUeque circuta 

Mugiunt vaccae ; tibi tollit hionitam 

Apt* quadrigis eqaa? tebis Afiro 35 

Marice tinlbe 
Veftiunt lanx : mini parva rura, & 
Spiritum Graiae tenaem Camoenae 
Parca non mendax dedit, ac malignum 

Spernere valgum ^o 

ties ; yet he died in Prime of Life. Tithonnt was the Favourite 
of a Goddefs, but even her Prefent of Immortality became a Bur- 
then to htm, and after lingering in a miserable old Age, he wa* 

changed 



Carmen XVIL Ad Mjecenatenu 

CU R me querelis exanimas tuis r* 
Nee Dis amicum eft, nee mihi, te priu* 
Obire, Maecenas, mearum 
Grande decus, columenque rerunu 
Ah ! te me* fi partem animae rapit 5 

Maturior vis, quid mordr alteram, 
Nee carus acque, nee fupcrftes 
Integer} lflc dies utramque 

Ducct 

Maecenas, as we are informed by Pliny, laboured from his Ih» 
fancy under a perpetual Fever, which muft neceflarily have chang- 
ed the natural Gaiety of his Temper, efpecially towards the latter 
End of his Life. It is probable, that he frequently, and with 
feme Impatience, lamented to his favourite Poet bis approaching 
Death. Horace, juftly fenfible to his Complainings* in this Ode 
intreats him to talk no more in fuch affecting Language ; He tells 
him, that he is determined not to furvive him, and proves it to be 
impofiible by the Conformity of their Dcftinics, particularly thoie 
Accidents, by which their Lives had beea endangered j from 

whence 
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Od. 17. The Odes of Horace. »>f 

An hundred bleating Flocks are thine, 
Around Thee graze thy lowing Kine ; 
Neighing thy Mares invite the Reins, 
Thy Robes the double Purple- (bins > 
To Me, not unindulgent Pate 
Beftdw'd a rural, calm Retreat, 
With Art to tune the Roman Lyre, 
To warm the Song with Grecian Fire, 
And fcorn, in confcious Virtue proud, 
The worthlefs Malice of the Croud. 

changed into a Grafshopper. Such are the Instances, by which Ho- 
race would prove, that Mortals never can be completely happy, 



Ode XVII. To Mjbcema*, 

WHY will Maecenas thus complain, 
Why kill me with th» unkindly Strain ? 
Nor can the Gods, nor I confent 
That You, my Life's great Ornament, 
Should fink untimely to the Tomb, 
While I furvive the fatal Doom. 

Should You, alas I be fnatch'd away, 
Wherefore, ah f wherefore mould I ftay, 
My Value loft, no longer whole. 
And but poffeffing half my Soul ? 

One 

whence He propofes, that They fhould perform their Sacrifices in 
Gratitude to the Gods, who had preferved them. San* 

Verf. 6. Maturior vis.] This Expreffion feems to mean, that 
Maecenas might naturally live many Years, which could not be 
juftly faid of his laft Ulnefs, as fome Commentators u&derftand it, 
Since he was paffed Sixty, when he died, Saiu 
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sto Qi, Horatu Flacci Cax.ii inum Lib. 2. 
Dacet ruioam 1 nan ego perfidam 
Dixi facramentum : ibimus, ibimuj, it 

Utcunque precedes, fupremuxn 
Carpere iter comites parati. 
Me nee Chimasrae fpiritus igneae, 
Ncc, fi refurgat, centimanas Gyas> 
Divellet unquam; ficpotenti 15 

Juftitiac, placitumqae Parcis. 
Seu Libra, Tea me Scorpiua afpicit 
Formidolofus, pars violentior 
Natalia horae, Tea tyraanua 

HefperiasCtpricormitandaj: *9 

Utrumque noftrmn incredibili modo 
Confentit aftranu Te Jovk impia 
Tutela Saturno refulgent 
Eripuit, voiucrifq wr fall . 

TardavJl 

9, JDawt.] This Word is ufed«to exprefc the Proct/Eons either of 
Triumphs or Funerals. Dac. 

10. Perfdum Sacramentum."} Horace alludes here to en Oath of 
Fidelity taken by Soldiers, when they were enlifted, and altkoogh 
there be not a formal Oath exprefied, yet it is included in 

Vie d'et utratnqu* 
Ducct ruinam. Cauo^ Dac. 

19. Pars viokntior tiatalis bora A Pars here fignifies, what the 
Greeks call pcfioaii, that Part of the Sign, which appears above 
the Horizon at the Moment of Birth ; for every Sign is divided in- 
to feveral Parts, which make as many Horofcopes, by the Poet 
called Natales bora. We find in other Places of this Author, that 
he was not over- credulous in the Science of judicial Aftrology, and 
what he fays here feems rather an £ffe& of his Compliance with 
die Weekneftof Maecenas. Dac. 

a I. Utrumque mfirum irteredtbiti model To rendfcr the Lives and 
Fortunes of two Perfons perfeclly equal, an* f» form an exa& 
Covrefpondtfnce between them, it wasneeeffirry that they mouid be 
torn ae the fame Inmtnt. But as Pmrace was not of the feme 
Ago as Maecenas, he can only fay, that there was a great Re- 

fcmbUnce 
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Od. ?7- The Odis of Horace; air 

One Day, believe the facred Oath, 

Shall read the funeral Pomp of Both ; 

Chearful to Pluto's dark Abode, 

With Thee I'll tread the dreary Road, 

Nor fell Chimaera's Breath of Fire, 

Nor hundred-handed Gyas dire, 

Shall ever tear my Friend from Me j 

So Juftice and the Fates decree. 

Whether fair Libra's kinder Sign, * 
Or Scorpius with an Eye malign 
Beheld my Birth (whofe gloomy Power 
Rules dreadful o'er the natal Hour) 
Or Capricorn, with angry Rays 
Who flimes the Tyrant of the Seas, 
With equal Beams our Stars unite. 
And drangely (bed their mingled Light. 
Thee, Jove's bright Intiuaic* fiiatdi'd away 
From baleful Saturn's impious Ray, 

And 

femblance, a great Conformity between their Stars ; and that by 
the moft remarkable Events of their Uvea, one might be apt tff 
think They were born under the fame Conftellation. But as it was 
impoflible, that two dirftrenrHorofcopcs cooid have the fame Ef- 
fect, the Poet exprefles that Impoflibility by uicredibtli mode Dac. 

Mr. Sanadon remarks, that the Expreflion in this Line is profaic 
and difagreeable. 

22. Jmpio Saturn* rtfutgens.] Saturn may be tailed impious, 
from that Influence which he was fuppofed to have upon Perfons 
born under his Conftellation, by his inclining them to Vice and Wic* 
kednefs j orbecaufe, when he flrone direct upon the Hour of Nav 
tivhy, the Child was threatened with a fudden Death. From whence 
perhaps arofe the Fable of his devouring his Children. Refulgent 
is a Term in Aftrology figmfying j^jTr/jyg in dire& Oppofition. 

Td*a. 

24. Polucriffvefari.] If we fuppofe, that Horace reafbns witK 
any Regularity upon the Refembla nee* between Mis own and his Psv 
tron's Nativity, We muft believe that this Danger of Maecenas wa* 
like (hat of the Poet, fudden* violent, and which moft have been 

■wrta* 
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sia Q. Houatii Flacci Carmikum Lib.*. 
Tardavit alas ; quum populus frequens 25 

Fauftum theatris cer crepuit fonura : 
Me truncus illapfus cere bio 
Suftulerat, nifi Fa on us ilium 
Dextra levaflet, Mcrcurialium 

Coftos virorum. Reddere vi&imas, £<J 

JEdemque votivam memento : 
Nos humilem feriemus agnam* 

mortal) without the Interpolation of a God. Cruquius conjc&ures, 
that it was either fome dangerous Confpiracy, or an Accident in> 
the public Shows. 

a6. Fauftum.] All oar Editions read Urtum 9 2&& the Manufcriptr 
are divided between httuMzndftflum, which feems to be an Alte- 
ration of Fauftum, In this Epithet we have not only the full 
Meaning of latum 9 but a new Beauty added to the Strophe. We 
are indebted to Mr. Cuningham for the Corrections and Mr. Sana- 
don hath taken it into his Text. 

28. Nifi Faunus i&um.] Faunus, or Pan, is here commiifioned 
by the Fates to protect our Poet, who in the eighth Ode of the 
third Book attributes his Preservation to Bacchus. But, befidet 
that his Gratitude might think he was indebted for his Safety to 
thefe two Deities,, we find by ancient Marbles, and Infcriptions, 
that Faunus, and Bacchus, were really the fame God, who had 

different 



Carmen XVIII. 

NO N ebur, neque aureum 
Mea renidet in domo lacunar 1 
Non trabes Hymettias 
Premunt coiamnas ultima rccifa 

Africa: 

In feme Manufcripts this Ode appears with a Title, Varo > 
from whence Torrentius conjectured, that it was addreffed to Quia, 
tilius Varus. It is probable, that as Avarice is the Subject of it, 
fome of the Learned might have written, at the Beginning of it, 
the Word Av a ao, the firft Letter of which being effaced by Time 
w Acsident, there remained only Va ao • Dac. 
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0<1. i&. The Odes of Horace; aij 

And ftop'd the rapid Wings of Fate, 
When the full Theatre, elate, 
With joyful Tranfports haiPd thy Name, 
And thrice uprais'd the loud Acclaim. 
A Tree, when falling on my Head, 
Had furely crufli'd me to the Dead, 
But Pan, the Poet's Guardian, broke, 
With faving Hand, the deltin'd Stroke. 
For Thee, let the rich Victims Blood 
Poor forth to Jove its purple Flood ; 
For Thee, the votive Temple rife ; 
For Me an humble Lambkin dies. 

different Names, according to the different Sacrifices which were 
offered to Him. In this Ode Horace propofes to (acrifice a Lamb 
to Faunus, who might naturally be thought to prefide over the 
Country-Seat, where this Accident happened. In the third Book 
lie offers a Goat to Bacchus, who was in all Times the Guardian 
, of Poets. Dac. 

30. Vtaimau] Vt8sma, properly fpeaking, means a Sacrifice of 
larger Beafts, fuch as Bulls, and boflia the lefs Kind, fuch as Sheep 
and Lambs. The Difference between the Sacrifices of Maecenas 
and Horace may rife from the Difference between the Patron and 
the Poet, or that between the Gods to whom they are offered. 

Dac. San, 



Ode XVIIL . 

NO Walls with Ivory inlaid 
Adorn my Houfe, no Colonade 
Proudly fupports a Citron Beam, 
Nor rich with Gold my Cielings flame ; 

Nor 

Ver(, $.Non tralei Hymettias.] This Correction, which is a Con- 
jecture of the learned Mr. Gale, is approved of by Doctor Bentley, 
and received into the Text by Mr. Cuningham and Sanadon. Thefe 
Critics remark againff the ufual Reading traces Hymcttia, that Hy- 

mettiaa 
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114 QlHoratii FlacciCarminum Lib.2i \ 
Africa: ncqueAtfali . S 

Ignotus hcrcs regiam occupayi: 
Ncc Laconias mihi 

Trahunt honcftae purpuras client* : 
At fides, & ingent 

Bcnigna vena eft ; pauptrenaque dirct Kf 

Me petit: nihil Apia 

Deos laceffo, nee potentem amicom 
Largiora flagito, 

Satis beatus unicfc Sabiais. 
Truditur dies die, 1$ 

Novseque pergunt kterire Lunae : 
Tn fecanda marmora 

I^ocas fob ipfum funus, k fejmlcri 
Jmmemor, ftruis domes ; 

Marifque Baiis obftrepentjs urges 2o 

Sttmmovere litora, 

Parum locuples continente ripa. 

Qaid, 

mettian Marble was in great Efteem among the Romans, but It does 
not appear that the Wood of this Mountain was ever thought va- 
luable Befides, Beams of Marble is an extraordinary Expreffion 
in theLanguage of Arcfeke&ure, nor do the Latins ever fay, tribes 
lapidea or trabet marmoreal. This African Wood was probably the 
Citron-Tree, of which the firft Table, that appeared in Rome, 
was bought by Cicero for twelve hundred Crowns. Thia Wood 
was afterwards ufed in Building, and Horace in the firft Ode of the 
fourth Book promifes, that Maximus mall ere& a Marble Statue to 
Venus in a Citron Temple. 

Ponet marmoream fub trabe citrea. 

Thou in a Citron Dome /halt ftand, 
Formed by the Sculptor's animating Hani. 

t. Neqiu Attali ignotus beresA The old Commentators and 
Cruquius imagine, there is a Stroke of Satire here, by which the 
Poet would inJuiuate, that the Roman People had fraudulently ob- 
tained 
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Nor have I, like an Heir unknown, 

Seiz'd upon Attalas his Throne ; 

Nor Dames, to happier Fortunes bred. 

Draw down for Me the purple Thread ; 

Yet with a firm and honed Heart, 

Unknowing or of Fraud or Art, 

A liberal Vein of Genius bleft, 

Vm by the Rich and Great cared. 

My Patron's Gift, my Sabine Field 

Shall all ics rural Plenty yield, 

And happy in that rural Store, 
- Of Heaven and Him I ask no more. 
Day preffes on the Heels of Day, 

And Moons increase to their Decay ; 

But You, with thoughtlefs Pride elate, 

Unconfcious of impending Fate, 

Command the pillarM Dome to rife, 

When lo I thy Tomb forgotten lies ; 

Apd, though the Waves indignant roar, 

Forward you urge the Baian Shore, 

While Earth's too narrow Bounds in vaia 

Thy guilty Progrefs would reflrain. 

What 

tained the Will, in which Attaint made them his Heirs. But this 
unknown Heir was undoubtedly Ariftonicus, who, after the Death 
of Attains, feized upon the Throne, defeated Licinius Craflus, and 
being conquered by Perpeuna, was carried to Rome, and ftranglei 
in Prifon by Order of the Senate. To* a. 

S. Honefla client*.] This Epithet hath fomething of Satire in 
it againfttbe Pride and Infolence of Patrons, who compelled their 
Clients, of better Condition and Birth,to make Robes for them. The 
Exprettlon of fpinning Purple, inftead of Thread, which was dyed 
with Purple, is remarkably bold. San. 

10. Dives me petit."] Dives not only fignifies the Rich, but Men 
tf Quality, fuch as the Poet afterwards calls Maecenas, fttntem 
smicum. ~ Dac. 

15. Triditttr diet die.] The Poet begins here, although the 

Tranfitioa 
3 
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*i6 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. 2. 
Quid, quod ufqac proximos 

Revellis agri terminos, & ultra 
Limites clicntium 2$ 

Salis avarus ? Pcllitar paternos 
In finu ferens Deos 

Et uxor, & vir, fordidofque natos. 
Nulla certior tamen 

Rapacis Orci fede deftinata 3* 

Aula divitem manet 

Herum. Quid ultra tendis ? ^£qua tellus 
Pauperi recluditur, 

Regumque pueris ; nee fatelles Orci 
Callidum Promethca 3; 

Revexit auro captus. Hie fuperbum 

Tantalum, 

Tranfition and Connexion be not very ftrongly marked, direftly to 
attack the Manners of his Age, and unites, in the fame Subject, 
both their Avarice and Prodigality j for,thefe two Pafiions, how- 
ever oppofite they may feem, are frequently found in the feme Cha- 
racter. Alieni appetens, fui profifus. San. 

24. Proximos rcvellis agri term not.] It was one of the Laws of 
Numa, Qui termxnum exarajfit, ipfos & bones Jacri junto. Ifanj 
Man drive bis Plow into bis Neighbours Ground, let Him and bit 
Oxen be accurfed. The Greeks and Romans worshipped a God, 
whom They called Ala, Spiov, Jovem Terminaletn, or Termsnum % 
There was a Kind of Adoration paid by the Romans to the Stone, 
or Trunk of a Tree, which divided their Lands. They perfumed 
it with Eflenccs, crowned it with Flowers, and made Sacrifices 
round it in the Month of February. Yet all thefe religious and 
(acred Rites, the covetous Man profanely and lawlelly violates. 

Dac. 

*6. Pellitur paternos.] There is not a Word in thefe three Lines, 
which doth not carry a double Sentiment of Companion for this in* 
jdred Family, and Indignation againft their Patron's impious Cru- 
elty $ for if the Lands of a Neighbour were (acred, much more 
.were thofe of a Client, whofe Intereft was by the Roman People 
eftcemed more dear than that of the nearcft Relations, S a n. 

* 29. Nuttg 
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Wtoat can this impious Avarice day ? 
Their {acred Landmarks torn away, 
You plunge into your Neighbour's Grounds, 
And overleap your Client's Bounds. 
Helplefs the Wife andHufband flee, 
And in their Arms, expell'd by Thee 
Their Houfhold Gods, ador'd in vain, 
Their Infants too, a fordid Train. 

Yet deftin'd by unerring Fate, 
Shall Hell f s rapacious Courts await 
This wealthy Lord- 
Then whither tend thy wide Demainei ? 
For Earth impartial entertains 
Her various Sons, and in her Breaft 
Monarchs and Beggars equal reft. 

Nor Gold could bribe, nor Art deceive 
The gloomy Life-guard of the Grave, 
Backward to tread the fhadowy Way, 
And waft Prometheus into Day. 

Yet 

29. Nulla certior taming The Poet oppofet, to the Rapine of 
this Invader, the total Ruin which Death {hall caufe, in leaving 
him no more than he leaves to them whom he hath plundered. 

San. 

$^ Safeties Orci.] Some Commentators think, that Horace 
means either Charon or Cerberus by this Guard or Centinel of the 
tmnfible World ; Others believe, the Defcription better agrees with 
Death, who, as Cruquhis exprefles it, is the Terrour of the Liv- 
ing, and who fights for the Grave. 

36. Auto caftus.l The Poet, by Allufion to fome Fable of Pro- 
metheus no longer known, iniinuates to this avaricious Lord, how 
ufelefs the Wealth, which he hath purchafed by Violence and Ra- 
pine, {hall prove after Death $ for Death to the Poor is the Begin- 
ning of their Repofe j to the Rkfi an End of their Pleasures. 

$4Ht 

Vol. I. L 
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Tantalum, atqoe Tantali 

Genus coercec : hie levare fundtum 
Pauperem laboribus, 

Vocatus, atque non vocatus audit. 43 



Carmen XIX. In Bacchum. 

BA C C H U M in remotis carmina rupibus . 
Vidi docentem (credite, pofteri) 
Nymphafquc difcentes, & aures 
Capripedum Satyrorunv acutas. 
Evce! recenti mens trepidat mctu ; 5 

Plenoque Bacchi peclore turbidum 
Lastatur. Evoe! parce, Liber, 
Parce, gravi metuende thyrfo. 

Fas 

This 6de probably was written for fomeFeftival of Bacchus, and 
the Poet, with a kind of Bacchanalian Enthufiafm, hath impreff- 
ed the Marks of his Divinity upon all Parts of this vaft Univerfe. 
Earth, Sea, Hell and Heaven have felt the Effects of his Power. 

San. 

Mr. Sanadon calls this Ode a Dithyrambic, which is efTentially a 
drinking Song, or Hymn in Honour of Bacchus. There are, fays 
this Critic, two Kinds of Dithyrambics, the Regular , formed of 
a certain Number of Strophes, in which the fame Verfcs conftantly 
return in the fame Order ; and the Irregular, which are compofed 
df Verfes of different Forms, without any Diftinclion and Order 
of Strophes. The Word Dithyrambic, according to Bochart, is 
formed from a Syriac Word, fignifying a Perfon twice born, in Al- 
lufion to the Birth of Bacchus, from whence the Latins call him 
bimater. 

Verf. 1. Remotis rutibus.] This Beginning is truly fublime. It 
is a Picture capable of alarming and filling the Imagination by a 
natural Mixture of the Rural and Majeftic. The Scene is happily 
chofen, for the Myfteries of Gods ought to be performed in Places 
diftant from the Commerce of profane Mortals. Saw. 

This Expreffion liftening the Strain, is authorifed by Shakefpeare 

in Julius Caefar $ And now, O&avius, lifien great Things, And 

% i« 
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Yet He, who Tantalus detains, 
With all his haughty Race in Chains, 
Invok'd or nor, the Wretch receives 
And from the Toils of Life relieves* 



1 



Ode XIX. To Bacchus. 

Saw (let future Times believe) 

The God of Wine his Lectures give, 
Midll Rocks far distant was the Scene ; 
With Ears erett the Satyrs flood, 
With every Goddefs of the Wood, 

Liftening trT inftru&ive, folemn Strain, 

The recent Terrour heaves my Breaft, 
Yet with th' infpiring Power poffeft, 

Tumultuous Joys my Soul have warm'd j 
Dreadful, who Ihak'il the Ivy-fpear, 
Thy Votary thus proftrate hear, 

And be thy Rage, thy Rage difarm'd. 

Give 

in Macbeth, As they badfeen me with theft Hangman' s Handi lifl- 
ent'ng their Fear. Thus Milton in his Comus : And liftened them 
a -while. 

7. Parce.] The Poet imagines, that he beholds the God raif- 
ing his Ivy Spear to ftrike him for daring to reveal his awful My- 
fteries without his Permiflion, and he begs Pardon for his Teme- 
rity, and calms his Anger by the moft artful Praifes. The Ode h 
divided into three Parts 5 the firft includes the Benefits, -which the 
God hath bellowed upon Human Kind 5 the fecond fhews fome In- 
ftances of his Vengeance j and the third defcribes his Exploits. 

Bint, San* 

** * 9. Su 
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220 Q^Horatii Flacci Carminum Lib. 2- 
Fas pervicaces fit mihi Thyiadas, 
Vinique fontem, laclis & uberes *» 

Cancare rivos, atque rruncis 
Lapfa cavis iterare mella : 
Fas & bcatas conjugis additum 
gtellis honorem, teclaqae Pcnthci 

Disjeda non leni ruina, c 5 

Thracis & exilium Lycurgi. 
Tu fle&is amnes, tu mare barbarum ; 
Tu feparatis uvidus in jugis 
Nodo coerces vipcrino 

Biftonidum fine fraade crines. 2m 

Tu, quum parentis regna per arduuni 
Cohors Gigantum fcanderet impia, 
Rhcetum retorfifti leonis 
Unguibus, horribilique mala: 
Quanquam, choreis aptior & jocis 25 

Ludoque diclus, non fat idoneus 
Pugnae ferebaHs ; fed idem 
Pacis eras, mediufque belli. 

Te 

9. Sit mihi.] This conjectural Reading of Doctor Bentley feems 
neceflary to maintain the Regularity of the Ode, and the Rearm- 
ing of the Poet, who from the firth Line addrefles Himfelf to 
Bacchus to the End of the Poem. Fas eft would therefore make 
a difagreeable Interruption ; nor is it the Language either of Ado- 
ration or Fear. Befldes, it does not appear natural, that the very 
Moment in which the Poet asks Pardon of the God for his Impru- 
dence, he mould dare to affront him again by his Preemption. 
Decency obliges him not to continue his Subject, until he hath ask- 
ed Leave. 

17. Tujle&is amnes.'] This ApoArophc was abfolutely neoeflary 
to enliven the Narration of the laft eight hiftorical Licet, whjcfc 
mull have grown languishing and tedious if longer continued. 

Dac. 
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Give Me to ling, by Thee infpir'd, 
Thy Prieftefles to Madnefs fir'd : . 

Fountains of Wine (hall pour along, 
And, melting from the hollow Tree, 
The golden Treafures of the Bee, 

And Streams of Milk fhall fill the SongJ 

Fair Ariadne's Crown mail rife, 
And add new Glories to the Skies ; 

While I to liftening Nations tell, 
if ow impious Pentheus' Palace burn'd, 
With hideous Ruin overfurn'd, 

And how the mad Lycurgus felL 

Indus and Ganges own thy Sway, 
Barbaric Seas thy Power ofrey* 

And o'er the pathlefs Mountain's Height, 
Her Head with horrid Snakes enroll'd, 
Which nannlefe Writhe their angry Fold, . 

Thy rapjtut'd Prieftefe fpeeds her Flight. 

When rifing fierce in impious Arms, 
The Giant-Race with dire Alarms 

Affail'd the facred Realms of Light, 
With Lion -Wrath, and dreadful Paw, 
With Blood befmear'd, and fbaming Jaw 

You put their horrid Chief to flight. 

For Dancing form'd, for Love^nd Wit, 
You feem'd for War's rude Toils unfit, 

And polifti'd to each fofter Grace : 
But dreadful when in Arms You (hone, 
You made the fatal Art your own, 

In War excelling as in Peace. 

L 3. With 
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Te vidit infons Cerberus aureo 

Cornu decorum ; le niter atterens 30 

Caudam ; & recedentis trilingui 
Ore pedes, tetigitqae crura. 

29. Aureo cornu decorum."] Various are the Opinions why Bacchus 
is thus pictured with Horns j whether they were imagined a Mark 
of Power and Divinity j whether they rofe from the Cuftom of 
drinking out of Horns, or from his having firft ploughed with Bul- 
locks. Mr. Dacier thinks it plain, that the Character of this God 
is drawn from the Hiftory of Mofes } and his Notes on the Ode 
are a continual Parallel between thefecred and profane Story. He 
afluree us, that the Picture of Bacchus, teaching the Nymphs and 
Satyrs, is manifeiUy taken from Mofes, who delivered his Laws on 
Mount Sinai 5 that when tfiis God is faid to fubdue Riven, and 
particularly the Indian Ocean, we are to acknowledge the Pafiage 
of Mofes through the Red Sea $ that the Bacchanalians and Bac- 
chus himfelf are crowned with Serpents, from the Serpent 'in the 
Wildernefs ; and that the golden Horn of this God, is taken from 
the Horns, cornut a faciei, of Mofes. 

This laft Remark might convince the Critic how weak is the 
Parallel in general, fince the Word, which hath been tranflated 
Horns, and from which Mofes hath been monftrouAy painted with 
Horns, in the Original fignifies, that Brifhtneft, or Splendour, 
which (hone around his Head, when he deicended from the Moun- 
tain. But, indeed, thefe Parallels between the Fables of Heathe- 
ftUm and the Truth of the frcrcd Writings, whohcr they be fbr- 
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With golden Horn fupremcly bright, 
You darted round the bending Light 

Far- beaming through the Qloom of Hell : 
When Cerberus, with Fear amaz*d. 
Forgot his Rage, and fawning gaz*d, 

And at thy Feet adoring fell. 

ined from the Likenefs of Names, or fome RefembJance of Cha- 
racters, are often indulged in a Wantonnefs of Imagination, or a 
Vanity of an odd Kind of Learning. Idolatry had overfpread the 
Face of the Earth from Abraham to Mofes, that is, for four hun- 
dred Years, the Hebrews alone excepted, when the Fables of Hea- 
thenifm could not poffibly be taken from the Books of Mofes, 
fince that Lawgiver was not yet in Being. Cadmus and Danaus 
tranfported a Phoenician Colony into Greece before the Departure 
of the Ifraelites out of Egypt, and furely the Gods, whom they 
carried with them, could not have been Symbols of Mofes. Last- 
ly, as the Jews were a People feparated by their Laws from all 
other Nations, and always defpifed or hated in proportion as they 
were known, it is little probable that the Greeks and Romans 
fhoold take from them the folemneft Myfteries of their Religion, 
One fatal Confequence may rife from thefe Kinds of AlluGons, as 
Mr. Sanadon well obferves upon another Ode, in which Mr. Da- 
cier again difcovers Mofes under the Character of Mercury : An 
Unbeliever may reverfe this Reafoning, and fay, that our Myfte- 
ries have been imagined upon the Superftitions, of the Heathens > s 
fince We have many Ceremonies, which They ufed. Thus from 
the Abfurdity of the fabulous Syftem, he may coAclude the Falf- 
hood of the Chriitian Religion, 
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Carmen XX. Ad Mjecenatem. 

NO N ufitata, nbn tenui ferar 
Pcnna, biformis per liquidum aethera 
Vales ; neque in terris morabor 
Longius; invidiaqae major 
Urbes relioquam. Non ego pauperum J 

Sanguis pareaturo, non ego, (quern vocant) 
Diie£be Mscenas, obibo, 
Nee Stygia. cohibebor undi. 
Jam jam refidunt aufibus afpem 
Pelles; & album mutor in alitem f* 

Superae ; nafcuuturque levea 
Per digitos, humerofquc plumie? 



Some modern Critics are much offended with the Aacfeati far 
fcoafting fo frequently of having rendered themfelves immortal hy 
their Writings. It is acknowledged, that the Manner of pr»*&»& 
ourfelves requires great Art and Delicacy j nor would it perhaps 
fucceed with modern Poets, But why fliouJd they not be allowed 
to render the fame Juftice to themfelves, as they do to others ? ' 
And as it is a Littlenefs in the Mind, not to know itfelf, fo it is a 
reputable Courage to /how a Confcioufnefs of thole Excellencies, 
which we are fure we poflefs. Longinus thinks it neceflary, that 
They, who would rife to the Sublime in Writing, fliould be filled 
with a noble Pride, and believe themfelves really capable of great 
Things. For when a Poet reprefents to Himfelf the Judgment, 
which Pofterity will form of his Works, and, in the Moments of 
composing, apprehends that his Performance may not be able to 
Arrive him, the Productions of a Soul, whofe Views are fo ihort 
and confined, as that it cannot promife itfelf the Applaufe and fi- 
fteen) of fucceeding Ages, muft neceflarily prove abortive and im- 
perfect. To fay more in Vindication of this and the lail Ode of 
the next Book would be realjy injurious to Horace* Pac. 

Vetf. 
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Ode XX. To Maecenas. 

WITH flrong unwonted Wing I Tife, 
A two-form'd Poet through the Skies. 
Far above Envy wJli I foar, 
And tread this wo'rthlefs Earth no more; 
For know, ye Rivals of my Fame, 
Though lowly born, a vulgar Name, 
I will not condefcend to die, 
Nor in the Stygian Waters lie. 

A rougher Skin now clothes my Thighs, 
Into a Swan's fair Form I rife, 
And feel the feather'd Plumage fhed 
Its Down, and o'er my Shoulders fpread. 

Swift 

Verf. i. Nonufitata\l A Poet without Wings, is a Poet with*, 
out Genius. This unufuai Flight of Horace alludes to his Imita- 
tion of the Grecian Lyric Writers, and the next Line reprefents 
him in the Beginning of this Metamorphofis, hatf Man and half 
Bird. San. 

6. £%uem vacant.] Ut vacant, quern it a vacant y an Expreffion in 
which rivates or inimici muft be underitood . They, who read quern 
vocas, find it difficult to prove any reafonable Meaning in the 
Words. To fuppofe" an Invitation from Maecenas is ridiculous*, 
and Mr. Dacier's Conftru&ion, S^uem vocas dileclum, quern com* 
felUi dikcli nomine, does very little Honour to the Poet's Reafon~ 
ing. lam poor, I am your Favaufite, however I Jhall never die s 
As if the Favour of Maecenas were an Hinderance to his Immor- 
tality. There is yet a third Manner of conftruing the Paffagei Di- 
U&e Maecenas, non ego obi bo, quern vocas fanguis pauper urn paren- 
tum. This Conftrocticn does not indeed feparate the Words dile&e 
Macenaty which cannot naturally he divided, but noth ng can*be 
more foreign to the Character of Maecenas, than to repicachthofe, 
whom he honoured with his Friendflup, with Bafenefs of Extrac- 
tion j a Remark, which Horace makes more than once. The Cor- 
rection is therefore neceffary, fince the ufual Reading cannot pof- 
fibly be fupported, B* n t« . 

L-5 j$ f 0ciw 
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Jam Daedaleo ocior Icaro, 
Vifam gementis litora Bofpori, 

Syrtefque Gaetulas, cahor us i 5 

Ales, Hyperboreofque campos* 
Me Colchus, & qui diflimulaMnecum 
Maria? cobortis ; Dacus, & ulcimi 
Nofcent Geloni : me peritus 

Dxfcet Iber* Rhodaniqae potor. 20 

Abfint inani funere Daeniae > 
Luttufque turpes - % & querimonke 
Compefce clamorem, ac fepulchri 
Micte fu per vacuo s konores. 

Q^ HORATU 

13. Ocior Icaro."] Do£or Bentley propofes here another conjec- 
tural Reading, tutier Icaro, which Mr. Sanadon hath received in- 
to the Text, and which, although it appear not absolutely nece£- 
fary > may well deferve to'be mentioned with the Reafons, thatfup- 
port it. 

The Wings of Icarus wanted not Swiftnefs, yet that Swiftnefs 
-could not preserve him from falling ; nor could the Flight of Ho- 
race be more fecure, whether he flew more fwiftly or flowly than 
Icarus. Befides, it is difficult to imagine, that the Poet mould- 
propofe, without any Corrective, fuch an ill-omened Example, and 
which his Enemies could fo ftrongly turn againft him. A Manuf. 
fcript of more than eight hundred Years, reads' notior, which fhews 
that the ufual Epithet hath been long fufpe£*ed, 

17. Qui dijfimulat mttum.] Mr. Dacier happily remarks, that 
the Poet here means the Parthians, and thus regularly names fix 
different Nations, as it were, in Oppofttion to each other 5 Choi- 
chians and Parthians ; Dacians and Scythians 5 Spaniards and Gauls. 
It did pot item neceflary to load the Translation with proper 
•Names, which would be ufclefs to an Englifli Reader, and which 
are mentioned in the Original without any Characters or Epithets. 

20. Peritus Ucr.] In the time of Auguftus, Learning and the 
Sciences flouriflaed in Spain, whither they were carried from Afia, 
and where the Roman Coloniej contributed greatly to their E&. 
*puiagemejtf> . Dacu 
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Swift as with Daedalean Wing, 
Harmonious Bird, I'll foaring fing, 
And in my Flight, the foamy Shores, 
Where Bofphorus tremendous roars, 
The Regions bound by Northern Cold, 
And Lybia's burning Sands behold. 
Then to the learned Sons of Spain, 
To him, who ploughs the Scythian Main, 
To him, who with diffembled Fears, 
Confcious, the Roman Arms reveres, 
To Him, who drinks the rapid Rhone, 
Shall Horace, deathlefs Bard, be known. 
My Friends, the funeral Sorrow fpare, 
The plaintive Song, and tender Tear ; 
Nor let the Voice of Grief profane, 
With loud Laments, the folemn Scene ; 
Nor o r er your Poet's empty Urn 
With ufelefs, idle Sorrows mourn, 

aa. Quermoma clamorem,"] Thcfe two Words are joined By 
correcting the Punctuation. Compefce clamorem is an Expreflion too- 
general and uncertain, and by Separating querimcnite from clamo- 
rem, the Poet fays the fame thing twice. He collects, in thia- 
Strophe, the principal Ceremonies, which the Romans ufed in their 
Funerals. A Perfon played on the Flute fome melancholy Airs in 
the Phrygian Meafure, and fung the Praifes of the Deceafed. The 
Mourners filled the Air with Sighs and Groans 5 They frequently 
called upon the Dead by Name, and gave him their laft Farewel- 
They made Afperfions, burned Odours, and concluded the Cere** 
mony with an Entertainment* Sah*. 



END of the SECOND BOOK, 
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Q^Horatii Flacci 

CARMINUM 

LIBER TERTIUS. 

Carmen I* 

RE G U M timendoram in proprios greges ; ; 
Regios in ipfos imperium eft Jovis, 
Clari giganteo triumpho, 
Canda fapercilio moventis. 
Eft, ut viro vir latius ordinet $ 

Arbufta fulcis ; hie generofior 
Dcfcendat in campum petitor ; 
Moribiis hie, meliorque fama 

Contendat 

The Reader may find in the Notes on th£Carmen Secnlare, for 

whatReafons, and upon what Authority, the Strophe is difplaced, 
which appears in all Editions, except Mr. Sanadon's, at the Be- 
ginning of this Ode. 

Horace in this and the next Book /hews forth all his poetical A- 
bilities. Poetry itfelf appears in ita native, original Chara&er, 
employed in celebrating the Power of the Gods, and the PraHes 
of Men 5 infupporting the facred Truths of Religion, and encou- 
raging the Practice of moral Virtue. In this Ode the Poet aflerts 
the Sovereignty of f upiter, and defending from Him, upon whom 
they all depend, through the various Degrees of Life, He teaches 
us, that true Happinefs can only be found in a contented and fru- 
gal Enjoyment of the Bleflings we poflefs. 

Vcrf. i. hi proprios greges.] Mr. Dacier very well remarks, that 
Kings are properly Shepherds, and the People their Flocks j but 
kowever juft this Idea may be, it feems not very happily fuited 

with 
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THE THIRD 

BOOK 

OF THE 

ODES of HO RACK 

Ode I. 

MO N A R C H S on Earth their Power extend,. 
Monarchs to Jove fubmHhve bend, 
And own the fovereign God, 
With glorious Triumph who fubducd 
The Titan Race, gigantic Brood f 

And {hakes whole Nature wich his Nod*. 

When rival Candidates contend, 
And to the Field of Mars defcend, 

To urge th' ambitious Claim, 
Some of illuftrious Birth are proud,. 
Some of their Clients vailal Croud, 

And fome of Virtue*s Fame. 

Others 

with the Grandeur of the Sentiments and Eipreffiotn, which raife 
the Beginning of this Ode. The Word greges hath fomething too 
low for the Pomp of the Strophe, and by being piaoed next to 
reges, forms a Samenefs of Sound, difagreeable to the Ear. Sax. 
5. Eft, «/.] Horace here defcend« to the Conditions of Life, 
which are moft exalted next to that of King?. Among the Ro- 
mans there was nothing above their firft Magifoaciea 5 and the 
4 Poet- 
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. Contendat ; ill! turba clientium 
Sit major ; aequa lege Neceflitas 10 

Sorcitur infigoes, & imos ; 

Omne capax movet urna nomen„ 
Diftriftus enfis cui fuper impia 
Cervice pender, non Siculae dapes 

Dulcem elaborabunt faporem ; ir 

Nob avium, citharaequc cantus 
Soxnnum reducent. Somnus agreftiom 
Lenis virorum non humiles domos 
Fail id it, umbrofamque ripam, 

Non Zephyr is agitata Tempe. 20 

Defiderantem quod fatis eft, neque 
Tnmaltuofum folicitat mare, 
Nee faevus Artturi cadentii 
Impetus, ant orientis Hcedi ; 

Non 

Poet makes a fhort and juft Enumeration of the Qualities, which 
ought to be confidered in the Candidates. Virtue alone fliould de- 
cide in all ElCtions, but R.ches, Popularity, and Birth, in all 
Ages and Countries, too frequently corrupt the Suffrages. 

Eft ut is an EJ1 pfis, in which we muft understand negotiant. Eft 
regotium ut } ita fe ret babtt ut j evenit, quotidie accidit j and the 
Manner of (peaking is perfectly pure, and poetical. San. Dac. 

7. Defcendat in campum ] The Fi« Id of Mars, where the popu- 
lar Affemblies were held for Elections, was in the low eft Ground 
of Rome, fre-m whence the P<et ufes the Word defcendat, Cmrq^ 

13. Impia ccri/iee.] The Commentators underftand thefe Words 
ofDamocles, yet, as he is charged with no other Crime than that 
of praifing the Happinefs of Dionyfius, they feem more juftly to 
he applied tc the Tyrant Himfelf, whom Horace confidera in the 
fame Danger to which Damocles was expofed, and under whofe 
Ferfon he defcribes the dangerous and wretched Situation of all 
Tyrants, amid ft their Pomp and Appearances of Happinefs. Dac. 

22. Tumultuofum mare,'] Tumultus properly fignifies a Sedition, cor 
.civil War, from whence the Poet metaphorically calls the Sea tu- 
multuous, or mutinous,. Dac* 

30, Raffia 
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Others the rural Labour love, 

And joy to plant the fpreading Grove, 

The furrow'd Glebe to turn ; 
Yet with impartial Hand (hall Fate 
Both of the Lowly and the Great 

Shake the -capacious Urn . 

Behold the Wretch, with confeious Dread* 
In pointed Vengeance o'er his Head 

Who views th/ impending Sword » 
Nor Dainties force his pall'd Defire, 
Nor Chaunt of Birds, nor vocal Lyre 

To Him can Sleep afford ; 

Heart-foothing Sleep, which not difdains 
The rural Cor, and humble Swains,. 

And ftiady River fair ; 
Or Tempe's ever-blooming Spring, 
Where Zephyrs wave the balmy Wing* 

And fan the buxom Air. 

Who Nature's frugal Diclates hears* 
He nor the raging Ocean fear's, 

Nor Stars of Power malign, 
Whether in gloomy Storms they rife, 
Or fwift defcending through the Skies. 

With angry Luftre fhine ; 



Whether 
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Non verberatae grandinc vineae, 25 

Fundafque mendax j arbore none aqnaa 
Culpante, nunc torrentia agros 
Sidera, none byemes iaiqoas. 
Contra&a pifces aequora feotiunt, 
Ja&is in altam molibus. Hue frequent 30 

Caementa demit tit red cm tor 
Cum famulis, dominufque terra; 
Faftidiofut: fed Timor & Minae 
Scandunt eodem quo dominus ; neque 

Decedit aerata triremi, & 35 

Poll equitem fedet atra Cura. 
Quod fi dolentem nee Phrygius laph, 
Nee purpurarum fid ere clarior 
* Delenit ufus, nee Falerna 

Vitis, Achaemeniumve coflum ; 40 

Cur 

go. Jatlis in altum moUbusJ] Moles are the mafly Piles, or 
Stones, which thefe numerous Undertakers, frequent redemtor, 
throw into the Sea for a Foundation. The Poet in the next Line 
calls them camenta. Tors.. 

35. Triremi'] Was a Ve/Tel, which had on each Side three Men 
to each Oar, whatever might be the Number of Oars. Mr. Da- 
cier declares for the Opinion, that the Rowers were placed above * 
each other, and many of the Learned have tried to prove, by ma- 
thematical Computations, that fuch a Form is not abfolutely im- 
poflible. But whatever Efforts they have made, or in whatever 
Manner they have difpofed the Benches of thefe Rowers, whe- 
ther in perpendicular or oblique Ranks, they can never demonftratfr 
a practical Poffibility, which may be conftant, uniform, and eafy 5 
and without which the whole Syftem is a vain and ufelefs Specula- 
tion. San. 

38. Purpurarum Jidere clarior ufus.'} The French Commenta- 
tors think this Manner of Exprcflion, the Ufe of Purple brighter 
than a Star, hath a Boldnefs inexcufable even in Lyric Poetry. 
The Tranflation hath a little changed the Comparifon by apply- 
ing the Image to the Purple of the Morning, 

4&« Atrium 
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Whether his Vines be finit with Hail, 
Whether his promisM Harvefts fail, 

Perfidious to his Toil * 
Whether his drooping Trees complain 
Of angry Winters/ chilling Rain, 

Or Stars, thai hum the Soil. 

Not fuch the haughty Lord, who lay* 
His deep Foundations in the Seas, 

And fcorns Earth's narrow Bound & 
The Fiih affrighted feel their Waves 
Contracted by his numerous Slaves, 
Even ifl the vaft Profound. 

High though his Structures rift in Air* 
Threatning Remorfe, and black Defpair 

This haughty Lord (hall find ; 
O'ertake his armed Galley's Speed, 
And when he mounts the flying Steed* 

Sits gloomy Care behind. 

If Purple, which the Morn outfhines* 
Or Marble from the Phrygian Mines* 

Though labour'd high with Art, 
If EiTence, breathing Sweets divine, 
Or flowing Bowls of generous Wine % 

III footh an anxious Heart* 



©a 



y Google 



234 Q^Horatii Flacci Carmihum lib. 3. 
Cur invidendis poftibus, & novo 
Sublime ritu moliar atrium ? 
Cur vallc pcrmutcm Sabina 
Divitias operofiores ? 

41. Atrium] Was properly a "great Hall, in which the Romans 
placed the Statues of their Anceitors, received their Clients, and 

per- 



Carmen II. Ad Amicoj. 

AN GU ST A M, amici, panperiem pari 
Robuflus acri militia puer 
Condifcat, & Parthos feroces » 

Vexet cqucs metuendus hafta ;, 
Vitamque fub dio 6c trepidis agat S 

In rebus. Ilium ex mcenibus hofticis 
Matrona bcllantis tyranni 
Profpiciens, & adulta virgo, 
Sufpiret, eheu ! ne rudis agminum 
Sponfus laceflat regius afperurn to 

Tadlu leonem ; quern cruenta 
Per medias rapit ira caedes. 

Dolce 

The Defign of Horace in this Ode is to recommend Fortitude in 
hearing the Diftrefles of War j Virtue in the Purfuit of the Ho- 
nours of Peace ; and Silence in preferving the Myfteries of Reli- 
gion. Thus the Ode is compofed of three Parts, regularly and 
naturally connected. We may believe, by the third Line, that it 
was written before the Conqueft of Parthia, but in what particular 
Year is uncertain. ' Dac 

Verf. 1, Anguft am pauper iem.~[ The Poet is not contented with 
faying, that Youth fliould be taught to fuffer Want, but ftrengthem 
it with an Epithet, fevere Want. Such was the Difcipline of the 
Romans by which they fubdued the World j but We follow other 

Maxims, 
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On Columns, rais'd in modern Style, 
Why fhouJd I plan the lofty Pile 

To rife with envied State ? 
Why, for a vain, fuperfluous Store, 
Which would encumber me the more, 

Rcfigi my Sabine Seat ? 

performed all their domeftie Bufinefc. It is here ufed for the 
whole Dwelling. 



Ode II, To his Friend*. 

OU R hardy Youth fhould learn ta bear 
Sharp Want, to rein the warlike Steed, 
To hurl the well. directed Spear 

With pointed Force, and bid the Parthian bleed. 

Thqs form'd in War's tumultuous Trade 
Through Summer's Heat, or Winter's Cold, 

Some Tyrant's Queen, or blooming Maid, 

Shall from her Walls the martial Youth behold. 

Deep-fighing left her royal Spoufe, 

Untaught the deathful Sword to weild f 
That Lion, in his Wrath, fhojild roufe, 

Whom furious Rage drives through th* enfanguin'd 
Field. 

What 

Maxims, for Luxury and good Cheer dwell in the Camps of our 
Soldiery. Da c . 

6. Ilium ex mcenibui boflicis.'] This Dcfcription is perfectly beau- 
tiful, and finely imagined to animate a young Warrior to bear the 
Fatigues of his Profeflion. His rifmg Valour could not appear in 
a nobler Theatre. It is probable, that the Tyrant here mention- 
ed was the Parthian King, whofe Daughter was betrothed to fome 
Prince of that Country j and the Image teems to have been taken 

from, 
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Bake & decorum cfl pro patria mori. 
Mors & fugacem perfequitur virum ; 
Nee parcit imbellis juveuta 15 

Poplitibus, timidove tergo. 
Virtus, repulfae rrefcia fordidae, in- 
contaminatu fulget honoribns * 
Nee fumk, aut ponfr fecures 

Arbitrio popularis aurae. 20 

Virtus, recludens immeritis mori 
Cerium, negata tentat iter vli } 
Ccetufque vulgares, k udam 
Spernit humum fugiente pennft* 
Eft & fiddi ttite filentfo i J 

Merces : vetabo, qui Cereris ftcrunt 
Vulgarit arcana, fub iifdem 
Sit trabibus, fragilemque mecum 

Solvat 
from the Paflage of Homer, where Behfl and the Trojan Dairies 
appear upon the Walls, and view the Grecian Camp. Da c . S a n. 

17. Virtus A Horace begins here the fecond Part of the Ode r 
with the Praifea of political or moral Virtue, which is ever inde- 
pendent of a capricious, inconftant People, and by its own Strength 
rifes to Places of greaterc Eminence. Rex en's, ji refiefeceris, was 
a Maxim among the Children of Rome in one of their Plays. DaC. 

18. Imontaminatis.'] This Reading appears in federal Manuf- 
cripts. The Copyifts, or perhaps the old Grammarians, furprifed 
to find this Word at the Beginning of an Alcaic Verfe, retrenched 
a Syllable, which they thought too much, and wrote intaminatis. 
Yet they might have fpared themfelves fo raih an Alteration, if 
they had confidered, that the firft Syllable of incontaminatis muft 
make an Elifion with the laft of the preceding Verfe, which is 
not without Example, even in Horace j and that in the Place of a 
Word, which is pure Latin, they have introduced one, which 
even contradicts the Senfe of this Paflage. Intaminatus is only to 
be found in the Gloflary of Cyrillus, where it figoifies, diftained, 
polluted, which is directly contrary to the Poet's Thought. 

Cun. San. 
a2. Negata teniaviter via.! Virtue opens a Way to Heaven for 
them, who deferve Immortality, which to others is inacceffible. 
Mr. Dacier understands it of a PafTage through the Air, which 
Wature hath denied to Man, Pennis non bomini datis, and *he Cer- 
tainty, 
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f What Joyi, what Glories round Him wait. 

Who bravely for his Country dies f 
While, with difhoneft Wounds, (hall Fate 

Relentlefi (lab the Coward as he flies. 

With Hainlefs Luftre Virtue fhines, 
A bafe Repulfe nor knows, nor fears ; 

Aflertt her Honours, nor declines, 

As the light Air of Crouds uncertain veers 5 

To him, who not deferves to die, 

She (hews the Paths, which Heroes trod, 

Then bids Him boldly tempt the Sky, 
Spurn off his mortal Clay, and rife a God. 

To Silence due Rewards we give, . 

And they, who Myfteries reveal 
Beneath my Roof (hall never live, 

Shall never hoift with me the doubtful Sail. 

When 
dainty with which he gives hit Opinion, it at leaft a Reafon for 
mentioning it. 

24. Udam fternit bumum.] Horace callt the Earth, humid or 
mot ft > to (hew how Mankind, at it^were, fink into it by their 
Follies and their Paffiont, from whence they can only hope to rife 
by fome extraordinary Effort! of Virtue. He feerat to have had 
in View a Paflage in Plato's Phssdon, where Socrates fayt, that 
this Earth, into which we are plunged, it but a Sediment of that 
where the Blefled inhabit. Da c. 

The Tranflator, defpairing of being able tQ make this Epithet 
intelligible to an Englim Reader, hath altered the Expreffion to 
prelerve the Senfe. Spurn uf hit mortal Clay. 

i.$.Eft & fidtli tuta filentio merces.] Since the Poet here fayt, 
that Silence aifo flxall be rewarded, he ought neceffarily to have 
mentioned iomt Recompence for the other Virtues, which he hat 
recommended to us. We find, therefore, that the Glory of dy- 
ing for our Country is the Reward of Valour ; and 1 Immortality the 
Recompence of political or moral Virtue. Thus we may be- 
lieve, that there is a Connection in all the Odes of this Poet, 
although perhaps not eafily marked. Dac, 

36. term's facrm*] He, who difcorered the Myfteries of 

Ceres, 
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Solvatphafelum. Saepe Diefpiter 
Negleftus incefto addidit integrum : 
Raro antccedentem fcelcftum 
Deferuit pede poena claudo. 

Ceres, was driven out from the Society of human Kind, and de- 
tected as a Wretch unworthy of the common Offices of Huma- 
nity. It was thought dangerous to converfc with him, left Jupi* 

te* 



Carmen III. 

JU S T U M, ac tenaccm propofiti virum, 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Ncn vultus in (lands tyranni, 

Mente quatit folidi, neque Aufter 

Du* 

The Boldnefs of Designing, and Singularity of Invention ; the 
Sublimity of Poetry, and Artifice of Conduct ; the Force of Ex- 
preflion, and Richnefs of Figures ; the Choice of Sentiments, and 
Sweetnefs of Numbers, in this Poem, have compelled the Critics to 
agree, that it is one of the nobleft Odes of Horace. Mr. Sana- 
don fays, that without Contradiction it deferves the firft Place in 
his Works, and the peculiar Character of it is, that it rifes above 
all Expreifion. Yet we are obliged to Tanaquil Faber alone, for 
a Knowledge of the Subject of it, without which its Art is loft, 
its Beauties appear wild and confufed, its Conduct is broken and 
Irregular. From whence it is difficult, in Mr. Dacier's Opinion, 
to fay, whether the Poet deferves greater Glory for having writ* 
ten this Ode, or the Critic for having difcovered the Beauties of it. 

Julius Caefar, according to Suetonius, had formed a Defign of 
tranfporting the Seat of Empire to Troy, or Alexandria, after 
having exhaufted Italy of its Treafures and Inhabitants. This 
was ftrongly reported a little before the Dictator was put to Death, 
and as Auguftus feemed willing to enter into all the Schemes of 
his Predeceffor, and as Troy was ufually efteemed the Seat of the 
Julian Family, the Romans were apprehenfive, that he. had re- 
lblved to carry this Project into Execution. It is certain, that 
both Julius Caefar and Auguftus, on many OccafionsV fhewed a 

very 
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When Jove in Anger ftrikes the Blow, 

Ofc with the Bed the Righteous bleed : 
Yet with fare Steps, though lame and How, 

Vengear.ce o'ertakes the trembling Villain's Speed. 

ter in his Anger would confound the Innocent with the Guilty* 
The Greeks not only punifhed with Death the Perfons who re- 
vealed thefe Myfteries, bat even thofe who liftened to them. Dac. 



Ode III. 

THE Man. in confeious Virtue bold, 
Who dares his fecret Purpofe hold, 
Unfliaken hears the Croud's tumultuous Cries, 
And the impetuous Tyrant's angry Brow defies. 

Let 

-very remarkable Inclination in favour of Troy. The fit ft ordered 
it to he rebuilt 5 the fecond fettled a Colony there, and they both 
granted it considerable Privileges. Thus the Report concerning the 
Dictator's Intention might naturally make the People attentive to 
the Anions of his Succeffor, and their Apprehensions might have 
engaged the Poet to write this Ode, in which he boldly attempts 
to diffuade Auguftos from his Dcfign, by reprefenting Juno, in a 
full Auembly of the Gods, threatening the Romans with her Re- 
fentment, if they fhould dare to rebuild the Walls of a City, 
which had been always an Object of her Difpieafure and Revenge. 
It is not pofiible to determine with Certainty, but we may rea- 
fonably conjecture, that this Piece was cotnpofed when Auguftua 
was in Syria, and consequently not far from Troy, where his Pre- 
tence might have encouraged the Scheme and made it more eafy of 
Execution. 

Verf. 1. Jufium ac tenacem.] The very firft Words, which open 
the Ode with this magnificent Character of Juftice and Conftancy 
of Resolution, direftly tend, although in a diftant Manner, to 
diffuade Auguft us from his intended Purpofe. The Change of the 
imperial Seat muft have been made in Violation of both thefe Vir- 
tues i nor was he compelled to it by the Threats of the People, 
or by the Power of the Gods. San. 

St Adri** 
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Dux inquieti turbidua Adriae, 5 

Nee fulminantis magna manus Jovis ; 
Si fra&os illabatur orbis, 
Impavidum fcricnt ruinae. 
Hie arte Pollux, hac vagus Hercules 
Enifus arces attigit igneas : lO 

Quos inter Auguftus recumbens 
Porpareo bibit ore nedar. 
Hac te merentem, Bacche pater, tuae 
Vexere tigres, indocili jugum 
Collo trahentes : bac Quirinus 1 5 

Martkcquis Acheronta fagit ; 
Gratam elocuta confiliantibus 
Junonedivis: Ilion, Hion 
Fa talis inceftufque judex, 
£t mulier peregrina vertit 20 

I» 

5. Adri*.] The Adriatic is here ufed for the Ocean in gene- 
ral, fincethat Sea is not expoied to the South Wind, but to the 
Eaft-South-Eaft. Dac* 

8. Ferient.] Mr. Dacier, in hit firft Editioa of Horace, una* 
sjned this Weill too weak and feeble to enpieft the Ruins vf a fal- 
ling World 5 but afterwards he changed his Opinion, and bettered 
that the Poet might have ufed it, better to exprefs the Fearless* 
neft and unalterable Tranquility of the juft Man. Sanadon agrees 
with him in this CriticUm, and thinks we may more reasonably 
blame the Verb illabatur, which /hews rather a imeoth and im- 
perceptible Motion, than a rapid and violent Fall. But the Weak- 
nefs of this Word is fupported by the Strength of the whole Stro- 
phe, and even the Length of it difpofes the Imagination, and gives 
it time to figure to itfetf this Crulh of Worlds* 

10. Enijut.] This Reading appears in feverai Mauufcripts, and 
all the late Commentators have received it. Innixtu ngnifies a 
Perfon who fuftaias a great Weight, and hath need of fomewhat 
to fopport him ; but enifus is properly applied to thole, who en- 
deavour to rife by their own Strength* 

1 x. S^uoi inter Atguftus.] Divine Honou rs were decreed to Au- 
guftos in the Year 725, and the Poet here appoints him a Seat in 
Heaven among the Heroes, who were deified for their Resolu- 
tion 
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Let the loud Winds, that rule the Seas, 
Their wild tempeftuous Horrours raife ; 
Let Jove's dreadArm withThunders rend the Spheres 

Beneath the 'Crufh of Worlds undaunted he appears. 

Thus to the flamy Towers above. 
The vagrant Hero, Son of Jove, 
Upfoar'd with Strength his own, where Caefar lies, 
And quaffs,with glowingLips, the Bowl's immortal Joys. 

Fierce and indocile to the Yoke, 
HisTygers thus Lyaeus broke ; 
Thus from the gloomy Regions of the Dead 
On his paternal Steeds Rome's mighty Founder fled ; 

When Heaven's great Queen, with Words behiga 
AddrefsM th' aflbmbled Powers divine » 

Troy, hated Troy, an Umpire lewd, unjuft, 
And a proud foreign Dame, have funk thee to theDuit, 

To 

tion and Conftancy, to fliew that his Statue was placed in Rome , 
with thofe of Pollux, Hircules, and Bacchus. The Romans paint- 
ed the Faces of thefe Statues with Vermilion*, from whence Mr. 
Dacier thinks, that Horace hath taken this Exprefiion, purpurea 
ere. Others underltand the Rays of Light, with which the Gods 
are rcprcfented j yet more naturally it fecms to mean a Glowing or 
Brightnefs, without regard to any particular Colour, for the Word 
purpureas is often thus ufed by the beft Authors ; purpureummare, 
purpureot olores, famine purpureo 9 lumenque juventa pur pur cum. 

17. Cratnm elocuta.] The Defign of the Ode opens itfelf in this 
Strophe. Whether Romulus was killed in Battle, or in the Se- 
nate-Houfe, is uncertain j but he is here fuppofed to be carried to 
Heaven by his Father Mars, and the Fable, in Mr. Dacier's Opi- 
nion, feems to be taken from the Story of Elias. An Affembly of 
the Gods is called to receive this Founder of the Roman Empire, 
when Juno rifes in Oppofition to his Apotheofis, in Apprchenilon 
that his Defcendants might dare to reftore the City of Troy to its 
ancient Splendour. Her two firft Words are a Repetition of the 
Name of Troy, and a noble Inftance of a fpirited Indignation, 
while /he difdajns to mention either Paris or Helen. Oiie is a fo- 
♦ Vol. I. M reign 
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242 Q^Horatii Fi.acci Cahminvm Life. 3. 
In pulverem, ex quo deflituit Deos 
Mcrcede pa*6ta Laomedon, mihi 
Cafceqae damnatam Minervae, 
Cum populo, & duce fraudulento. 
Jam nee Lacunas fplendet adulterae' 2$ 

Famofus hofpes ; nee Priami domaa 
Perjura pugnaces Achivos 
He&oreis opibus refringit : 
Noftrifque du&um fedkionjbus 

Bellum refedit. Protinus & graves 30 

Iras, 8c invifum nepotem, * 
Troica quem peperit facerdos, 
Marti redonabo. 1 11 am ego lucidas 
Inire fedes, ducere neftaris 

Succos, & adferibi quiet is 35 

Ordinibus patiar Deorum. 
Dum longus inter faeviat Ilion 
Romamque pontus ; qualibet exules 
In parte regnanto bead. 

Dam Priami, Paridifque buflo 49 

Iofnltet 

reign Woman 5 the other a lewd and fatal Judge 5 in Allofion to 
his giving the Prize of Beauty to Venus. The Trojant are a per- 
fidious, perjured Race, condemned to the Vengeance of the Gods, 
from the very time in which Laomedon broke Fa th with Apollo 
and Neptune, who raifed the Walls of Troy. The Fable probably 
arofe from his taking the Treasures out of the Temples of thofe 
Gods with a Promife of restoring them \ a Promiic which he facri- 
legioufly violated. 

2.3, Damnatam*] Damuatus was a Term, of the Roman Law, 
which adjudged an infolverft Debtor to his Creditors j in which 
Senfe, it is here ufed to exprefs the Condemnation of the Trojans 
to the Refentment of Juno and Minerva. Dac. 

31. Invifum nepotem.] Romulus was the Grand/on of Juno by 
her Son Mars, and detefted by the Goddefs, becaufe a Trojan 
Prieftefs was his Mother. Nepot in the time of pure Latinity al- 
ways fignified a Grandfon, and QuintUian nr&nled it for a Nephew. 
5 Sam. 
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To me, and Wifdom's Queen decreed, 
With all thy guilty Race to bleed, 
What Time thy haughty Monarch's perjur'd Sire 
Mock'd the defrauded Gods, and robb'd them of their 
Hire. 

The gaudy Gueft, of impious Fame, 
No more enjoys th' adulterous Dame, 
Heft or no more his faithlefs Brothers leads 
To break the GreciaaForce $ no more the Victor bleeds, 

Since the long War now finks to Peace, 
And all our heavenly Factions ceafe ; 
Inftant to Mars my Vengeance I refign, 
And here receive his Son, though born of Trojan Line. 

Here, with encircling Glories bright, 
Free let him tread the Paths of Light, 
And rank'd among the tranquil Powers divine, 
Drink deep the neftar'd Bowl, and -quaffceleftial Wine, 

While loud a Length of Ocean roars 
From Rome to Troy r s detefted Shores, 
"" UneBvlftd let "th* jtki&rioas Exiles reign, 
Where Fate directs their Courfe, and ipreads their wide 
Domain. •' 

°* 

37, D-urn longui inter faviat.] Juno is not contented with fair- 
ing,, that a Length of Ocean fhall roll between Troy and Rome-, 

* b»t {hall be ever enraged with Storm? to hinder all Commerce be- 
tween the two Nations : However it is remarkable, that all her 
^hreate are confined to the Trojans, nor never fall on their De* 
fcendants. . Dac. San, 

38. Qualibet exules regnanto.] The Queen of the Gods, in fign> 
of Reconciliation, begms to foretel the Romans the moil glorioua 
Ages of their Empire, in repeating the Conditions exprefledih the 
rormer Verfes, as if aji their Glory depended abfoiuteryupon tiiofe 
«—"•*—' TtoTnra tathfdtnetMn^ ^ 

M a fc v V -Srttjfl 
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Infuhct armentum, & catulo3 ferae 
Celent inultae ; ftet Capitolium 
Fulgens, triumphatif«jue po/fit 
Roma ferox dare jura Medis. 
Horrenda late nomen in ultimas 45 

Extendat oras, qua mediua liquor 
Secernit Europen ab Afro, 
Qua tumidus rigat arva Nilus : 
Aurum irrepertum, 8c fie melius fitum, 
Quum terra celat, fperoere fortior, 50 

Quam cogere humanos in ufus, 
Omnefacrum rapiente dextra. 
Quicunque mundo terminus obftitit, 
Hunc tangat armis : vifere geftiens 

Qua parte debacchentur ignes, 55 

Qua nebulae, pluviique rores. 
Sed bellicofis fata Quiritibus 
Hac lege dico, ne nimium pii, 
Rebufque fidentes, avitae 

Te&a velint reparare Troj*. 69 

Troja 

haps the Marvellous of Poetry cannot rife higher. Rtgnatitt i* the 
Stile of Laws, and fltews the Authority of the Speaker. Saf. 
49. Aurum irrepertum,] Juno here praifes, in a manner per- 
fectly noble, the Virtue or the ancient Romans, who were more 
truly great by their Contempt of Riches, than by their Conque/fc 
of the World. Gold, by Pliny's Account, was not coined in 
Rome until the Year 647, fixty-two Years after their firft Silver- 
Money, from which Time the Republic grew weaker, in Propor- 
tion as Avarice baniflied the ancient Severity of Manners. Aurum 
irrepertum, in the Opinion of Dacier and Sanadon, fignifies Gold, 
which was not originally by Nature intended for the UTe of Man, 
but by the facrilcgious Hand of Avarice compelled into his Service, 



I.': 



and with impious Hands 



Rifled the Bowels of their Mother- Earth 
For Treafures better hid. 
54. Hunt tangat armis.] This Verb happily mews the Facility 
with which the Romans conquered the World, and juftifics the Cri- 
ttcifm upon the Word ferienu Dac. 
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On Priam's and th* Adulterer's Urn, 
While Herds the Duft infulting fpurn, 
Let the proud Capitol in Glory ft and, 
And Rome, to triumph'd Medes, give forth her flern 
Command. 

Let the victorious Voice of Fame 
Wide fpread the Terrours of her Name, 
Where Seas the Continents of Earth divide, 
And Nilus bathes the Plain with his prolific Tide. 

Let her the golden Mine defpife ; 
For deep in Earth it better lies, 
Than when by Hands profane from Nature's Store, 
To human Ufe compelled, flames forth the facred Ore, 

Let her triumphant Arts extend 
Where Nature*s utmoft Limits end ; 
Or where the Sun pours down his madding Beams, 
Or where the Clouds are dark, and Rain perpetual 
dreams. 

Thus let the warlike Romans reign, 
So Juno and the Fates ordain," 
But on thefe Terms alone, no more to dare 
Through Piety or Pride their parent Troy repair 1 

For 

55. Qua partt debaubentur.] It is not in the Power of Lan- 
guage to find a Word more Arongly expreffive of the raging Heats 
of the Torrid Zone, and exceffive Coldnefs of the Northern Zones, 
both which the Ancients believed to be uninhabitable. Dac. 

58. Hoc lege.] This is the third Time, in two and twenty Lines, 
that Juno mentions thefe Conditions, and the Repetition was ne- 
eeflary to /hew the real Defign of the Poem, without which it 
might perhaps appear vicious. Yet the Poet hath varied it with 
great Art, and the laft always adds Strength to the former. Sa n. 

Ne ntmifon fit'.'} The two principal Motives, which made the 
Romans apprehenfive, that Auguftus intended to make Troy the 

Capital 
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Trojae renafeens alite lugubri 
Fortuna trifti clade iterabitur, 
Ducente vidtrices catervas 
Conjuge me Jovis, & ibrore. 
Ter fi refurgat raurus aencus, 6$ 

Au&ore Phcebo ; ter pereat me is 
Excifus Argivis ; ter uxor 
Capta virum, puerofque pi ore t. 
Non haec jocofae conveniunt lyrae. 
Quo Mufa tendis ? define pervicax 70 

Referre fermones Deorum, & 
Magna mod is tenuare parvk. 

Capital of the World, were hit Piety «nd the Confidence of his 
Power. He was descended from the Trojans.by iBneas, and the 
natural Tendernefs for his Anceftors, joined to the flattering Idea 
of fuch an ancient Origin, feemed to call him to Troy. The pre- 
sent Conjuncture gave him an Opportunity of executing this Change 
with thegreateft Eafe. His Power was raifed to its higheft pitch, 
and confirmed by alraoft a continual Peace of nine Years, in which 
lie had twice fhift the Temple of Janus j and he had now entered 
the Baft with two numerous Annies, one of whi$h fee commanded 

in 
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J For Troy rebuilt, ill-omen'd State f 

/ . Shall feel the faawe avenging^Fate ;„ 
Again my Grecians (hall victorious prove, 

By me led on tb War, tb6Sifl0r-Wife of Jom 

• TRrfcefteufrf Apollo* raife her Wail> 

Thrice fhould.^er brazen Bulwarks fall, 
Thrice fliould her Matrons feel the Vic~tor*s Chain, 
Deplore their flaughter'd Sons, deplore their Hufbandg 
(lain. 

But whither would the Mate afpire ? 
Such Themes nor fuit the fportive Lyre, ' 
Nor (hottld the Wanton, thus in feeble Strain, 
The Councils, of the Gods, hhmortal Themes, profane. 

in Perfon, the other was- marching toward* Afia Minor under the 
Condblt of Tiberlut. San. 

^ 69* Nm httc jocofa^ Horace could not puft the Sttbjeft far- 

* ther, without difpleafing Auguftus j for it is dangeroue to let "the 
Qreat perceive that we have difcevered what they are willing to 
conceal. He therefore Hops ihort, and eoda with a kind of artifi- 
cial Vaaity, which is always pardonable in a Poet. Da c. San, 
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